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A STOCKTON BOY
WHO MADE GOOD
Daniel W. Beatie

When I came to Stockto n, California in the Fall of 1906, John R. Humphreys
was President of the Western School of Commerce, where I took a course in
stenography and typing. Luke W . Peart and H. W. Bessac assisted Mr.
Humphreys .
I had been born on December 8, 1886 on a dry land farm about four miles east
of Anderson, Shasta County. My parents were very poor and I was born in a
rough clapboa rd house papered on the inside with newspapers . There were no
modern conveniences. I was second of twelve children born to my parents from
1885 to 1902. We all attended a one room , one teacher school , located about a
fifth of a m ile from our home . I graduated from school in 1902 at fifteen and one
half years old. I then went to work as a day laborer on ranches working in hay
and gra in and in peach and pear orchards. I worked in the U.S. salmon hatchery
near our home and in pear and prune packing houses in Anderson. I was paid $1
an hour or less for 10-12 hours each day . During this t ime I did not look at a
school book .
But in the Fall of 1906, I was induced to go back to school. Mr . John
Humphreys was partially the reason . He was making trips through the country
like Sh asta Coun ty looking for students for his Business Co llege in Stockton, so I
left the ranch to enter school.
The Winter of 1906 brought a big flood to Stockton . I lived in the 300 block on
West Market Street and the water was from 8-12 feet deep . It was four inches
deep in the house, so we moved the furniture up on the chairs. We took up the
carpet .
I paid sixteen dollars a month for room and board and worked as a janitor in
the school to help pay my tuition. By the Fall of 1907, I secured my first job as a
roadmaster's clerk in Tracy for the Southern Pacific Railroad . I was paid seventy
dollars a month for seven days a week , was on duty, subject to call, almost 24
hours a day.
By 1910, I had moved back to Stockton and was employed by the Southern
Pacific Railroad. I was in the Superintendent's office in the Stockton Savings and
Loan Bank at Main and San joaqu in Streets . I was a typist and accountant for 6
days a week with long hours , but I got a ten day vacation each year.
Mr. Frank Cuerney was President of the Farmer's and Merchants Bank at the
corner of Main and San joaquin Streets in Stockton when I went to work as a
Bookkeeper of pen and ink ledgers in 1915.
In 1915, my Father died leaving my mother with seven children, ages 7-19.
They had just left the farm and moved to Stockton. When my mother died in
1943 , there were four " Beatie" homes in a row. They had moved from Sonora
Street to 1800 block on Mount Diablo Street. We were all active in the East Side
Presbyterian Church.
Stockton was " street car" town in those days. One car went out California
Street to Oak Park . Going south one went to the Mineral Baths, from Main Street
to Sierra Nevada Street.
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The Imperial Hotel at Main and Aurora Street was a good hotel. The horse
drawn vehi,c les were around in those days and much freight coming into town
was moved to the various p laces of business. They were always drawn by two
fine big horses. Also, smaller one horse wagons used to deliver milk, bakery
goods and haul trun k s and other baggage from the railroad stations. Another
important item was the steamers which came up the Stockton channel, anchored
right close to El Dorado Street. They left Stockton in the evening with many
passengers to San Francisco and return. It was a pleasurable trip. One slept on
the sh ip and had meals on board .
The Masonic Building on El Dorado was an outstanding edifice. Two Masonic
Lodges met in this building. I was a member of San joaquin Lodge no. 19. I
became a member in 1909, a master in 1916 and I am still a member . I was
active in the campaign to build the new Masonic Building at Sutter and Market
and was a Director of the Association and Secretary for many years. I was active
in the Boy Scout organization, the Rotary Club and the Community Chest .
After becom i ng assistant cashier and note teller , in the Farmers and Merchants
Ban k , I lef t in 1925 to work for Fred Grimsley, the Caterpillar Tractor Dealer, on
the corner of Main and Aurora Streets. On june 1, 1925, the G. L. Best Tractor
Co. became the Caterp illar Tractor Co., in April 1931 , I started the Marysville
Tractor and Equ ipment Co., the Tenco Tractor Co., I am known as Founder and
am still employed there , and my son, Kenneth is President.
I married Lucy Alford at lone on j u ly 22nd , 1913, and we had two children,
Kenneth i n 1916 and Bethel in 1922 . Each of them have presented us with three
grandch i ldren and three great grandchildren . In her Stockton days, Lucy was
active in forming the Lim ited Whist Club about 1914 and the !aqua Literary Club
about the same time. She was also Director of the Philamathean Club for some
time until we moved to Marysville.

Daniel and Lucy Beatie.
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The Negro in California
Before 1890
DR.

A.

ODELL THURMAN

Editor's Note : Because Dr. Thurman wrote this thesis before the term "Black" was
the accepted form, we have left the word, "Negro ."

I believe that the fathers who formulated the Mayflower Compact, who drew up the Declaration of Independence, who framed
the Constitution of the United States, and who later incorporated
the Rights of Man amendments, had in mind the idea of Christian
brotherhood of man, interpersonal relationships (free from
oppression) and equal opportunity in the true meaning of
democracy.
Having experienced the absence or near absence of these fundamentals in the attitude and treatment of the Negro politically,
economically, and socially, I have often asked myself why is he the
scapegoat for every occurence?
It is true that much of difficulty is a combination of psychohistoric-natural behavior, but I am convinced the greater portion
is ignorant behavior.
Little effort has been made in the United States to make history
books and history taught in schools, below the college level, complete in approach to subjects covered. Never has the Negro been
portrayed in school history for the magnificent part he has played
in American civilization .
Feeling that the Negro boys and girls could not possibly learn
those facts necessary to make them proud of their racial heritage
from the brief statement that "In 1619 twenty Negro slaves were
brought by a Dutch merchant ship to Virginia" and "slavery was
ended by the Civil War of 1861-65," much work has been done by
Negroes in the general field, in the hope that once the material is
collected that those fair-minded historians of another day, at least,
might see the need of telling their stories in its entirety:
How the African background of these slaves was one of dignity and progress.
How as slaves they fought for freedom, as did the Pilgrim Fathers under the
kings of England, how they took their crafts and built the southern cities.
How they have from the War of Independence to the present struggle fought in
the name of whatever America was fighting for.
How those individuals of black parentage have conceived and developed
inventions and made discoveries that have filled the gaps in the forward march of
American progress,
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and the known facts that will prove an historian as the searcher
and teller of truth.
Of the specialized studies made about the Negro most have been
done on the southern U.S. where the Negro as a slave spent many
generations and where, today, the great bulk of the population is
centered. Recently a study The Negro in New England was made
by Dr. Lorenzo J. Greene . 1 Only a little work has been done on
the Negro in California, chief among which is The Negro Trail
Blazers of California by Delilah Beasley.
Because so little has been written concerning the Negro in
California and because the dynamic and romantic sequences in the
development of this country have always interested me, I have
become interested in knowing what part the Negro, free and slave,
played in this panorama of events. Were there Negroes with early
expeditions? To what extent did they migrate to the west when
"gold fever" had become a nation-wide epidemic? Did they find
gold? Where did they settle? What did they do? What difficulty
did they encounter politically, socially, and economically? These
are questions that have filled my mind and to which I shall
endeavor to find the answers.
In 1524 there started from Spain an exploring expedition under
the leadership of Governor Panfilo de Narvaez with the orders to
explore, conquer, and govern the Floridas on the mainland . The
fleet consisted of five ships and six hundred persons of which at
least one was a Negro, Estevanico or Little Steve, an Arab Negro
from Azamore on the Atlantic Coast of Morocco . 2 The expedition
became involved in all kinds of difficulty with the climate,
topography, and the Indians and we later find Estevanico in the
party of Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca with two other Spaniards,
all that was left of the six hundred . 3
In the meantime Hernando Cortez who was searching for a
shorter route than the Strait of Magellan to the Pacific, had sent
out two searching parties to prove his belief in its existence. In
1535 word reached Cortez that Bazarra's party had made a new
land discovery. Cortez is said to have put a number of Negro slaves
to building ships and when they were ready, went out to inspect
this find and called it California. Actually, the discovery was the
Santa Cruz Islands and Lower California.
By this time Estevanico and the Vaca party were nearing civilization once more and after wandering for eight years and
tramping more than ten thousand miles, they reached Mexico City
in 1536, where they rested and spent some time readjusting them selves to the food and clothing of civilization. 4
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On April 10, 1537, Estevanico's companions, Cabeza de Vaca,
Castillo, and Dorantes sailed to Spain, but the Negro remained in
Mexico. 5 According to Lummis, "their report on what they saw,
and of the stranger countries to north of which they had heard,
had already set on foot the remarkable expeditions which resulted
in the discovery of Arizona, New Mexico, Kansas, and
Colorado." 6 In these expeditions, Estevanico was to play a
further part. Because of his experience as an explorer, his
knowledge of the country, and his familiarity with the language
and customs of the Indians, he was commissioned by Viceroy
Mendoza to guide Coronado to discover the northern boundary of
New Spain. It was while guiding an expedition under the leadership of Friar Marco from Mexico in search of the fabled "Seven
Cities of Cibola" that Arizona and New Mexico were discovered.
Reputed to have been the first member of an alien race to visit the
North Mexican pueblos, he lost his life in the same venture at the
hands of the Zuni Indians, in the golden cities of Cibola.
If we can believe the evidence of translations, offered by Beasley,
from various sources, there were other Negroes in the various exploring parties of this era. From a translation of a Herrera document, she writes, "The Friar Luis de Escalone of Saint Vida wished
to stay in this land- They would stay with him in this land of the
Recortes some Christian Indians- and two Negroes, one with his
wife and children; besides, the Friar Juan Campo, a Portuguese and
another Negro that took the habit of a friar- ." 7
The exact location of this land of settlement is questionable, but
there is the possibility that it was California, inasmuch as the
expeditions were started from Mexico City with orders to find the
northern limits of Nueva Espana. Fanny Bandillier translates that
Friar Marco of Nissa in his reports says, "- 1 thought it good to
name that country 'El Nueva Reyno de San Francisco'." 8
Thus the Negro played a worthy, though subordinate, part in
the series of events leading up to the discovery of the land now
known as California. He suffered the years of wandering and want
on the uncharted plains, deserts, and mountains of the southwest
and west, facing attack and torture of hostile Indians, but leaving
behind an easier trail and an entree for settlement for those who
followed - to California.
Under Spanish rule in California, Negro slavery did not exist to
a great extent; yet we can be quite certain that some Negroes were
held in slavery, for it was a legal practice and encouraged by the
King. Interesting though, is the idea that the King of Spain was
benevolent to the slaves . In 1511 he investigated the death of a
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large number of Negroes and ordered the official responsible to
take better care of them.
Hittell, writing on slavery in the California of 1825, bemoans
the fact that California "suffered from the curse of being treated as
a sort of colony for convicts," but suggests that, "it was
comparatively free from the curse of African slavery." 9 Explaining
the reason for this, he further states, "This was not because the
people were opposed to slavery; but because there was no use for
African slaves . There being no market for them, very few were
brought to this country." 10 Thus without hazarding a number, he
concedes that there were some Negro slaves in the region .
When the Spaniards first instituted their colonies in the New
World in the early 16th century, they used the labor resources at
hand to help them gather the fat of the land . Sir Arthur Helps in
his Slavery In The Spanish Colonies, quoting Herrera, tells of the
wish of the Spanish King, for the liberation of the Indians . " - the
colonist had told him [the King] that if license were given to
import a dozen Negro slaves each, they [the colonists] would then
set free the Indians-." 11 This plan was carried out and it would
seem that there must have been a considerable number of Negro
slaves in California under the Spanish regime.
The attitude of the King of Spain toward Negro slaves was
humane, making laws to insure humane treatment; providing steps
by which they could gain their freedom by purchase; or be
transferred to another master if their own were cruel to them. A
law was passed to protect the children born of Spaniards and
Negro slave women; and it is interesting to note that Spanish
masters married the slave mothers of their children .
By the 18th century, due to the practice of the Spaniards to be
lax in their hold on their slaves and their recognition of them as
men and women, though black, the Negroes had become an
integral part of the established Spanish communities. They had in
other instances availed themselves of freedom by running away
and migrating to those regions beyond the sphere of Spanish
authority- evidently being the first alien groups to set foot in
many regions as Estevanico had done in Arizona and New Mexico,
as we shall see later.
Father Junipero Serra and twenty-three friars landed at
Monterey, May 21, 1771, and founded the Mission of San Carlos
and celebrated the feast of Corpus Christi. "The first burial," says
Bancroft, "was on the day of the founding, June 3, when Alezo
Nuno, one of the San Antonio's crew, the ship which brought
Father Serra, was buried at the foot of the cross." 12 Quoting from
Palau s Noticias on the occasion, Bancroft continues, "The first
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internment in the cemetery was that of Ignacio Ramirez, a
Mulatto slave from the San Antonio, who had money to purchase
his freedom." 13 There is no similarity of names of the two
individuals; so we conclude that together these two pioneer sailors
came; together they were buried . The significance being- that if
we can put any meaning in Christianity and its spread or attach
any value to the martyrdom of those who came, in whatever state
of being to establish missions and otherwise interfere with the
native way of life- a Negro was the first known to die for the
cause and the first to be buried on California soil.
On the 26th of August, 1781, Governor Neve issued an order for
the founding of Los Angeles. Of this incident, Bancroft writes from
translations, "- Of subsequent proceedings for a time, we only
know that the pueblo was founded September 4, 1781, with twelve
settlers and their families, forty-six persons in all, whose blood was
a strange mixture of Indian and Negro, with here and there a trace
of Spanish." 14 Identified as Negroes according to Bancroft's listing
were Joseph Moreno, a 22 year old Mulatto with a wife and five
children; Manuel Cameron, a 30 year old Mulatto and his wife;
Antonio Mesa, a Negro 38 years of age with a Mulatto wife and 6
children; Jose Antonio Navarro, a 42 year old Mestizo (white and
Indian) with a Mulatto wife and 3 children, and an Indian, Basil
Rosas, 68 years of age who had a Mulatto wife and 6 children.
Hence, it is indeed noteworthy that twenty-four of the forty-six
founders and first settlers of Los Angeles fall in the category of
Negroes .
By 1819 there was an Anglo-Saxon (permanent resident) population in California of three and a free Negro population of one. The
one Negro was Bob Cristobal, a sailor, who had arrived with
Captain William Smith on the Albatross in January, 1816. 15
Captain Smith and some of his men including Bob Cristobal,
were captured by the Spaniards upon landing and were detained
for some time under suspicion of smuggling. Smith, after repeated
petitions for release, was permitted to sail on the Lydia which
touched at Santa Barbara March 15, 1816. Bob Cristobal elected
to remain to be instructed in the true faith and was baptized as
Juan Cristobal on August 16, 1819. 1 6
In 1819 there occurred an incident which was to increase the
population. Hypolite Bouchard, French commander of the Buenos
Aires insurgents, invaded California at Monterey. In an exchange
of batteries, one of the ships, the Frigata Chica, was disabled .
Upon demand that some responsible officer be sent ashore, "the
Second Officer," says Bancroft, "an American, then came in a boat
with two sailors. . . . One of them is described as a native of
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Buenos Aires and the other of Guinea - a Negro." 17 The American
was Joseph Chapman, the third American Pioneer. Later, when
Bouchard landed some 600 men at the Playa de Dona Brigida the
Spaniards harrassed and captured several others "a mulatto Mateo
Jose Pascual, an Argentinian, Nicolas Chavarria, and a Negro
known as Norris or Thomas Fisher." 18
The experiences of these men at the hands of the Spaniards was
somewhat hectic for the Spanish women wanted to have them
burned alive as heretics . After examination of the captives as to
Bouchard's purpose they were pardoned and sent into the interior
under guard. What became of Mateo who went to Santa Clara, is
not known, but Thomas Fisher became a cook at San Juan
Capistrano and afterwards escaped from the country . 19
Bouchard landed again at Monterey and 21 of his men were made
prisoner . A sentry who was sent to Sanchez from San Francisco to
reinforce Sola at Monterey remembers among others an American
Negro named Francisco. 20
Molina, a Negro whom Bancroft characterizes as a drunkard,
was evidently a Californian who was captured by Bouchard.
There is some speculation as to how he came to be captured, some
believing that he deserted to Bouchard's forces; while Bancroft
thinks he might have gone on board the ship too drunk to know his
own mind. 21 It is my opinion he might have been captured under
normal conditions and made drunk upon release by Bouchard as a
part of the practical joke he played upon Guerra in the exchange
of prisoners . Bouchard had proposed an exchange of prisoners,
using the plural when he should have used the singular. They
finally agreed upon the exchange. "The so-called prisoners," says
Bancroft, "whom Bouchard gave up in exchange for three men
proved to be the drunken Molina, who would have been a good
riddance to the province at any prince. . .. " 22
Sola, helpless in his rage at the deception, unfairly gave vent to
his wrath by sentencing Molina to six years in the chain-gang and
a hundred blows on his bare back .
The Negro pioneer population in California in 1819 then, so far
as is known, was 3 (and possibly 4) to 5 for the Anglo-Saxons .
By the Treaty of Madrid 1817, Spain promised England that
slavery would be abolished in all its dominions on the 30th of May,
1820. California was a part of the province of Mexico, but
somehow slavery was not abolished within its bounds by the
treaty. However, on July 13, 1824, the Mexican Congress
abolished the slave trade; and in 1828 proceeded to investigate the
extent of slavery within its limits. "- among others," says Hittell,
"the governor of California was asked as to the number within his

326

jurisdiction. Echeandia [who had taken office in 1825] replied
'- that he knew of no slave having been brought to California
until 1825, when the wife of Antonio Jose de Cot, a Spaniard,
brought a slave girl named Juana, 14 years of age, from Lima to
San Francisco; but he added that the lady intended leaving the
territory with her slave and would do so on the first
opportunity." 23
I am unable to say if the governor's report can be wholly
accepted for there is controversy. We do know that the traffic in
slaves was not halted by this order for Bancroft speaks of a Negro
woman brought from Peru, as late as 1828 . 24 Consequently, we
may feel safe in assuming that it was the continuance of this that
prompted England to negotiate a treaty of abolition of slavery
with Mexico some years later.
It was mentioned above that Negroes had spread themselves well
throughout much of the Spanish claims; and that they were well
accepted is portrayed in the evidences of their physical influence
found by exploring parties later in the century. J. P. Monroe
Fraser in speaking of the native races found among soldiers in the
San Francisco cantonment says, "There was a half-caste race
between the white Castilian and the native Indian, very few of the
families retaining the pure blood of Old Castile. They were consequently of all shades of color- 25 " As far north as Klamath Lake,
possible Negro influences were found in the natives of this region.
The natives around the Klamath, Trinity, and Rogue Rivers are
described as being tall, muscular, and well made, with
complexions varying from black to light brown; while those in a
more isolated spot, who were evidently of the same kin were
squatty and fat in figure, rather stoutly-built, with large heads,
coarse, black hair and repulsive countenances. 26
Early in the 19th century American trappers, hunters, and
traders had found their way into California, by overland trails or
by boat, and a few had come to' stay . Some members of Jedediah
Smith's 1826 expedition had remained behind and others from
New Mexico and Oregon moved into the region . Of the population
of newcomers during 1836-40 who might be classified as pioneer
residents, Bancroft numbers it as small. "The total population of
foreign adults . . . in 1840," he says, "not including roving trappers
and horse-thieves in the interior, was in round numbers 380 souls,
of which number 120 had come before 1830, and 240 before
1835." Justifying the small number, he explains, "This was not in
any sense a period of immigration. If few stayed in the country,
still fewer came with the intention to stay .. .. " 27
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These early immigrants to California included Negroes who,
despite Bancroft's denial, did come to stay in the country. It is not
conceivable that the Negroes who found their way to the free
country of California should ever return to the hazardous life in the
United States of that day which offered little freedom to
Negroes-free or bond.
Another Negro of this period was Allen Light. All that is known of
Allen Light is recorded by George Nidever who was his companion
for many years. It is thought that Allen Light deserted from a ship
believed to have been the Pilgrim from Boston, which put in at
California. William Henry Ellison, editor of Nidever's life, says of
Allen Light: "He was one of Graham's men in 1836-38. In 1839,
being a naturalized resident of Santa Barbara, he was appointed
by the government to prevent illegal otter hunting. He was in Los
Angeles in 1841 and at San Diego in 1846-48, and at the latter
time he was still a hunter." 28
Allen Light who had been hunting on the Pacific Coast for some
years was met by George Nidever, a white hunter. Nidever,
realizing the worth of Light's experience as an otter hunter, determined to become his partner in a hunting party. Describing
Allen Light, in his memoirs Nidever says: " . . . his proper name
was Allen Light (he was very dark skinned) but he was always
called 'Black Steward.' .He was quite intelligent, well-behaved,
and mannerly, and a good hunter. . . . " 29
Together Black Steward and Nidever made a hunting trip up the
coast going as far as Point Conception collecting 21 otter skins. 30
Later, Light and Nidever were joined by Isaac Sparks, another
otter hunter, and the three agreed to hunt together. They wintered
in the islands, off the coast of Los Angeles, making Santa Rosa
their headquarters, while hunting around San Miguel and Santa
Cruz, where the otter were more plentiful. The hunt netted them
60 skins.
Late in 1835 Black Steward and Nidever made a second trip up
the coast as far as San Luis Obispo. This time they were gone 3 or
4 months, and collected 50 otter skins. Evidently their efforts had
not been financially successful to the point of making them selfsupporting; and they were working under license for a Captain
Denny to whom Nidever says they "paid 40% of our skins; he
furnishing our provisions and paying the wages of one man for
each hunter.'' 31
Santa Rosa, Santa Cruz, and San Miguel Islands had long been
the hunting grounds of the Northwestern Indians who disapproved
of the intrusion of outsiders. Once while Sparks and Black Steward
were hunting together, these Indians had attacked and driven
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them up into the island, capturing all their supplies. 32 In January,
1836, the hunting party on Santa Rosa numbered 12 men, nine of
these of the Light-Nidever-Sparks party and 3 in a Portuguese
party. All were housed in a large cave on the "N .E. side of the
Island," when the Northwestern Indians again put in their
appearance. The men, remembering the experience of Sparks and
Black Steward, determined now to save their supplies and fight to
the last . Of this encounter Nidever relates:
"One morning . .. we were hunting off the head of the Santa Rosa. It was very
foggy, and at about 7 o'clock we startled an otter and began running it towards
the head of the island.
"Black Steward was about V2 mile from shore, I was nearly opposite him .. ..
Just as we were rounding the point the Black Steward called out, 'Here come the
N.W. [Northwestern] Indians.' Sure enough, just ahead of us coming out of the fog
were 5 or 6 canoes pulling with might and main to cut us off from the shore. Each
canoe had two Indians and some of them a third. When Black Steward called to
us, the foremost canoe was but a few hundred yards away and the other only a
short distance in the rear.
" . . . at the first alarm we made a straight line for the shore and our men
needed no urging to exert themselves .. .. Black Steward was the first to reach the
beach. Jumping out as soon as his boat grounded, he turned and fired on the
foremost canoe, but the powder having partly escaped from his gun the ball fell
short . A moment later Sparks reached shore and almost at the same time I jumped
out on the beach beside him, amidst a shower of buckshot, the Indians having
already opened fire . . . . " 33

The hunters were able to repulse this attack by hiding in the
bushes and firing on the Indians who were still on the open water,
"killing 3 and wounding 4 or 5 ."
The next morning the Indians again attacked and were driven
off; this time for good. "This defeat," says Nidever, "was a severe
blow to the N . W. Indians who for several years had been the
terror of the Coast . This was the first reverse they had met with."
In 1836 when Alvarado led a revolt against the Mexican
government, for greater autonomy in California affairs, Allen·
Light joined the Alvarado forces under Isaac Graham.
Until 1846 Nidever and Allen Light hunted otter up and down
the coast of California, enjoying, as it were, some success in the
collecting and sale of skins, and an abundance of adventure and
the zest and joy of living.
In May, 1842, John C. Fremont made a more or less successful
topographical expedition for the Government . The success of the
first Fremont expedition is questioned by some historians, but be
that as it may, the government considered his exploits successful
enough to commission him on a second expedition to explore the
Pacific Coast. His party consisted principally of Creoles and
329
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Canadian French and Americans amounting in all to 39 men; 34
among whom were several who had accompanied him on his first
expedition.
Among the men listed as being in the party was Jacob Dodson, a
free negro man of Washington, D .C., who volunteered to
accompany the expedition. Writing of Dodson afterwards,
Fremont compliments him for having performed his duties manfully throughout the expedition and for always being a man of
fidelity. Beasley mentions the presence of another Negro in the ·
party, one James Duff, later of Mariposa County. He is described
as having only a dash of Negro blood. Nowhere in the lists of men
with Fremont do I find his name. It is possible, however, that Duff
may have been one of the California Battalion in the conquest of
California . 35
A few excerpts from Fremont's diary, with a brief description of
their journey may help to establish the worth of Dodson in the
expedition:
"Sept. 6" [Fremont and party had reached] "the waters of the Inland Sea [Great
Salt Lake ] stretching in still and solitary grandeur far beyond the limit of our
vision . . . . " [Camp was made in one of the groves where they found] "a handsome
encampment , with good grass and an abundance of rushes. " 36

The men of course were greatly excited and perhaps a bit
invigorated by their discovery, and preparations were made for the
exploration to take place the following day.
"Sept. 7." of this day Fremont writes , "The provisions Carson [Kit Carson] had
brou ght with him being now exhausted, and our stocks reduced to a small
quantity of roots , I determined to retain with me only a sufficient number of men
for the execution of our design; and accordingly seven were sent back to Fort Hall,
under the guidance of Francois Lajeunesse, who having been for many years a
trapper in the country, was considered an experienced mountaineer . . . . " 3 7

It is significant of the value Fremont attached Jacob Dodson,
that he was retained as a part of the group selected to execute the
design.
"W e formed now, " wrote Fremont , "but a small family. With Mr. Preuss and
myself, Carson, Bernier, and Basil Laj eunesse, had been selected for the boat
expedition - the first ever attempted on this interior sea; and Badeau , with
Derosier and Jacob were left in charge of the camp . . . . " 3 8
"For our supper we had Yampah, the most agreeably flavored of the roots,
seasoned by a small fat duck, which had come in the way of Jacob's rifle ." 39

The party had come a long way; they had been forced to reduce
their number because of a scarcity of food; many had been their
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hardships, but even worse sufferings lay beyond in the mountains.
On February 24, Fremont and his party had reached the
mountainous area where "the thermometer was two degrees below
the freezing point and the food was so low it was necessary to kill a
horse for food;" while there was no grass in the forest for other
animals. Fremont's favorite horse was so weakened that Jacob
Dodson was required to stay behind with him while the party
pressed forward .
The battle of the late winter Sierra was a trying experience for
Jacob Dodson and the total Fremont party and the arrival at
Sacramento can best be described in Fremont's own words:
"Mar. 6 ... a more forlorn and pitiable sight . .. cannot well be imagined. They
[the party left in the mountains, Mr. Fitzgerals, eta!. ] were all on foot - each man
weak and emaciated, leading a horse or mule as weak and emaciated as themselves
. .. many horses fell over the precipices, and were killed . . . . Out of sixty-seven
horses and mules ... only thirty-three reached the valley of the Sacramento, and
they only in a condition to be led along." 40

In the clashes which Fremont and his followers were to have with
the Californians, in the months to come, Jacob Dodson was to be of
inestimable value to Fremont. He had been with him in the
discovery of Klamath Lake, 41 and was with him on his famous
ride from Los Angeles to Monterey, as will be seen later .
Fremont had gone to California under orders from President
Polk and his father-in -law Senator Benton, supposedly to survey a
new route to the Pacific for the United States Government. After
making his way over the mountains, Fremont and his party, somewhat worse for wear, staggered into Sutter's domain. Then with a
somewhat smaller group, Fremont made a visit to the Mexican official Castro to get license to remain in the country . The Californians
had by this time become attuned to the dangers of Americans and
any other foreigners within their country. Castro and Alvarado
concluded that Fremont, with such a large retinue of men who
obviously were not scientific, was not on the errand he claimed,
and they determined to be rid of. him . A plot was laid . One of
Fremont's men was involved in a row with a Californian
over a woman, and the protest was raised that "California women
were not safe when gringos were about." 42 Castro then wrote
Fremont, who was in the Salinas Valley, a peremptory order to
leave the country immediately. This of course he did; moving just
across the northern California boundary. In this trek to the north
he was overtaken by Lt. Gillespie and his servant, a Negro known
only as "Ben ."
That Lt. Gillespie brought instructions from Washington is
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known; what the instructions were is an unknown quantity, since
Gillespie had memorized the instructions for safety's sake; but the
fact that Fremont immediately returned to California at Marysville
would lead us to believe that his instructions designed the pattern
which he followed in his attack to wrest California from Mexico.
On June 14, 1846, the settlers, organized by some rise of
propaganda, rose up in arms for "Equal rights and equal laws;"
captured Sonoma and the same day "partially organized the
Republic of California." 43 A flag was made which named the
movement as the Bear Flag Party.
It is significant that Negroes were evidently a party to this attack
to overthrow Mexican rule . The number was not great, to be sure,
but there is reason to believe that there were several in the party,
either at the organization or at any rate during the operations of
the party to gain California for Americans. Delilah Beasley in The
Negro Trail Blazers of California lists Jacob Dodson, who was
Fremont's constant companion; Ben, body guard and servant to
Gillespie; Van Grider; Joe McAfee; Charles G . Gains and Billy
Gaston.
In writing her argument to prove the presence of these Negroes
in the Bear Flag Party, Beasley says :
" ... The writer's authority for stating that these colored [Negro] men were in
the Bear Flag Party is established by the following quotation from the Western
Outlook of San Francisco, Oct . 7, 1914: "Recalling memories of 'Forty-nine' John
Grider, the only survivor of the Bear Flag Party, rode in solitary state in an
automobile, a vehicle his wildest imagination never pictured in the strenuous days
of California's fight for membership into the Union. Those who read this item in
the daily papers about the Admission Day parade in Vallejo did not know that the
pioneer was a colored man ... .'' 44

Miss Beasley, who was writing her book at the time, writes that
she "hastened to visit Vallejo and have a talk with the gentleman,"
who she says was highly interesting and in whose mind the facts of
the Bear Flag Party were as fresh as if of recent date, although he
had come to california in 1841. "He was . .. asked," says Beasley,
"if there were any other colored men in the Bear Flag Party. The
writer gave the names of the colored men with Captain Fremont .
. . . whereupon Mr. Grider replied that they were all present in
the forming of the Bear Flag and that I might add the names of
Joe McAfee, Charles G . Gains, and Billy Gaston ." 45
It is difficult to determine the full truth of these statements there
being such little notice taken to recording the presence and status
of Negroes, as such, in the events of that day. It is known,
however, that Fremont was at Sutter's Fort; but Jacob Dodson and
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James Duff may have been with the marauders . As for the
presence of the others mentioned above, we must rely upon the
word of Mr. Grider, for the present, who was there.
By this time the war between Mexico and the United States had
broken out and the American forces under Stockton, Shoates, and
Kearny had conquered California. Immediately friction had
reared itself as to who had authority in the region.
Colonel Fremont had sided with Commodore Stockton, who
had shown him favor, in the feud with General Kearny over
authority and for a brief period was recognized as Governor of
California. In March, 1847, Fremont, who had headquarters in
Los Angeles, thought he recognized signs of an insurrection in Los
Angeles. He decided to go to Monterey to interview General
Kearny and warn him of the possible uprising.
There is considerable conflict among historians as to his motive
in going. However, here, we are interested only in the extraordinary ride of which Jacob Dodson was a party.
In order to do justice to the event, it is perhaps best to quote
from the writings of Bigelow who recounts the story as told in the
National Intelligencer, April 22, 1847, as related by Jacob Dodson
and Col. Fremont themselves:
"It was at daybreak on the morning of the 22nd of March, that the party set out
from La Ciudad de Los Angeles (the City of the Angels) in the southern part of
Upper California, to proceed in the shortest time to Monterey on the Pacific Coast,
distance full four hundred miles. 46 The way is over a mountainous country, much
of it uninhabited, with no other road than a trace, and many defiles to pass, particularly, the maritime defile of el Rincon or Punto Gordo . . .. Each of the party had
three horses, nine in all, to take turns under saddle. The six loose horses ran ahead,
without bridle or halter, and for a change, say at the distance of twenty miles, they
were caught by the lasso thrown by Don Jesus or the servant 47 Jacob, who, though
born in Washington, in his long expeditions with Col. Fremont had become as
expert as a Mexican with the lasso, as sure as a mountaineer with the rifle, equal to
either on horse or foot, and always a lad of courage and fidelity ... .
" ... The first day they ran one hundred and twenty-five miles ... and slept at
the hospitable Ranche of Don Thomas Robberis, beyond the town of Santa Barbara.
The only fatigue complained of in this day's ride was in Jacob's right arm, made
tired by throwing the lasso, and using it as a whip to keep the loose horses to the
track.
"The next day they made another one hundred and twenty-five miles ... and at
nine at night San Luis Obispo was reached . . . . Here the nine horses from Los
Angeles were left and eight others taken in their place, and a Spanish boy added to
the party to assist in managing the loose horses.
"Proceeding at the usual gait till eight at night and having made some seventy
miles, Don Jesus ... proposed a halt for a few hours.
" . .. Eighty miles, and the afternoon brought the party to Monterey.
"The next day, in the afternoon, the party set out on their return . . . .
"After a hospitable detention of another half a day at San Luis Obispo, the party
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set out for Los Angeles on the same horses which they had rode from that place,
and made the ride back in about the same time they had made it up, namely at
the rate of 125 miles a day." 48

For anyone who has ridden horseback, it is hardly necessary to
enlarge upon the stamina required to accomplish such a feat; and
the part that Jacob Dodson played in this "Paul Revere" ride of '47
is synonymous of the calibre of the Negro men who fought for the
expansion of the United States to the Pacific.
In 1848 gold was discovered in the mill stream near Sutter's
Fort, and soon the whole world was struck with a strange
epidemic of gold fever that made the lawyer quite the bar; the
preacher, his pulpit; and the ditch digger, his ditch, with his pick
virtually hanging in the air. It excited the Northerners and it excited
the Southerners. The white, the black, the yellow-men of all walks
of life started on a wild run by land or by boat for California and
the gold fields . And by both of these routes went Negroes. Some of
these Negroes were free; some were slaves, and others hired as cooks
or extra-hands, went by land and sea to suffer every hardship
encountered on these ways. These were the Argonauts, and the
perils of their journey are too well known to reiterate here .
Numerous references to Negroes on the trail are mentioned in
the journals and drawings of J . Goldsborough Bruff, Captain of
Washington City and California Mining Association, who led a
small party to California in the Trek of '49. On July 15 he writes,
" ... A wagon ... broke a wheel, detaining us sometime to repair .
Under the shade of some large willows, was a tent- and a colored
man & woman; on going I had the pleasure of making the
acquaintance of Mr. Pickering & lady, from St. Louis .. . . Being
very hungry and fatigued, I accepted their polite invitation, [for
lunch] and [had] a cup of good coffee, with milk." 49 For the
thousands of others who were as lucky as the Pickerings to have
Negro servants to cook and care for them, it must have been
degrees easier for them to make the trip .
In October, he writes of" ... A number of packed pedestrians,
(9 white & 1 black man) and 3 ox-wagons, passed on." 50 On
November 17 he mentions the Henly party in which there were
"females," 3 men and a Negro. 51
By 1850 Bruff and his party had reached California after severe
encounters with dysentery, ague, rheumatism, hunger, breakdowns, and near heart breaks. Of this period, (April, 1850) Bruff
tells an amusing incident involving a party in which there was a
Negro. He writes:
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"About 3 p.m. Col. Davis called my attention to a pack company, of mules
crossing the plain, from the mountains, whom he said must be Myer's Company .
. . . I wished to enquire if they had seen any human remains, which I might
conjecture could be those of poor Clouth [Clough) [a member of the party ); and
also, if they passed my camp on the big hill, to learn its condition. When lol a
Negro was proudly riding around, with my sabre girt on, another man had my
rifle, and my dragoon saddle capped a large pack on a mule. I at once demanded
them, and they were given up." 52

On June 7, 1850, he writes, "A party chiefly Germans, bound
on an exploration came up and camped close by, they have a New
York Negro for cook; and are well armed and equipped." 53 No
name is mentioned for this Negro and it is impossible to determine
from pioneer lists who he might have been; but being from New
York, it is fairly safe to assume that he was a free man, who like
many others hired themselves to companies in order to reach the
land of gold.
An important and useful member of Bruff's own party was a
Negro named Andy. We might use him to describe the typical
Negro emigrant on the trail- no better and no worse than the
other pioneers, affected by their experiences and conditions .
Prospecting has prospered and on the above date in 1850, Bruff
records that:
"Camp aroused at day -break. All the men fit for hard active service and ready,
are now to start on the Lake hunt. At sun rise they rode off, Lassen leading, and
my partner Drinker accompanying them. Those left here, are Hough Sr. Campbell, Fox, Dexter, Nicholas, Battis, Marshall- a lad , Hoffman, 3 other white men,
Negro Andy, and about 12 Indians- male and female. 6 of the whites (including
myself) are sick, and 2 Indians . . . . Dexter, Fox, and Andy, on foot, went in a
S.E. direction about 3 miles prospecting . . . . " 54

It was characteristic of the emigrants to be helpful to their
friends and neighbors in need and Andy's reactions to the
distressing illness of those mentioned above is only typical. On
August 1, Bruff recounts that he "awakes cold and weak," and
that " . . . Negro Andy, kindly gave me a skillet and lid, needed
much to bake bread in ... . " 55 Writing further of the kindness of
Andy, Bruff says, " . .. I presented Andy, for his many little acts of
kindness, a $5 Californian coin." 56 This was an unnecessary
stimulant for Andy's kindness, but on August 9, when Bruff was
taken by intermittent chills and fever and was unable to cook
venison sent him by friends, it was Andy who made some for him.
I have already intimated that Andy and the many other
emigrants were neither all good nor all bad, and the following
incident will prove the point. It was August 11, in 1850, and Bruff
wrote :
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"Near sun set, Nicholas, Jas. Marshall, and Andy, rode off, to visit the Indian
village above . As they purchase whiskey and drink along the route, it is probable
that (they] will visit the Indians drunk. They returned , at night intoxicated , and
tell how that they reached the village & found the males all absent, and caught a
Squaw, who offered them roots, willow baskets, etc. , if they would not molest her,
but that they successively, did molest her." 5 7

Such was the conduct of black and white alike, on the trail, in
their relationships to the Indians, and is the type of aggressiveness
responsible for much of the trouble between emigrants and
Indians.
The prospecting was continued and Bruff records that on
September 1, 1850 that he and his party including Andy discovered and explored a white quartz vein. They discovered several
hollows and says Bruff, "at last I noticed a vein of white quartz,
running over a spur, and cropping out the hill side, for some
distance. It was 8 or 10 feet wide, and superficially broken in
blocks by the frost . Found minute crystals of quartz, and several
specks of gold. In a lump of a rock, the size of a small biscuit, on
one side I found needle crystals, and on the other, 2 pear-shaped
particles of gold, as large as robin shot . . . . " 5 8 The party had
uncovered a strike.
What became of Andy I do not know, but he shared the
adventure and romance of the overland trails, helping, being
helped, prospected and found gold and settled, perhaps,
somewhere in California .
They came by land and they came by sea; they came in bondage
and they came free; some came to escape the hazards of slavery;
some came to search for the gold that was promised in the fabulous
land of gold .
Of those Negroes who came by sea, I have found those who
stand out for achievement and position, viz. Edward Booth and
William A. Leidsdorff. Both were free men; one born in
Washington, D.C.; the latter a native of the Danish Island of
Santa Croix. In 1848, Edward Booth was in Baltimore and hearing
of the discovery of gold in California, decided to cross the plains
and prospect for awhile. He made the trip and arrived in
California sometime in 1849, filed a claim and was successful in his
mining efforts .
"In a year or so," says Beasley, "he decided to return to
Baltimore and bring the remaining members of the family to
California . On his way home he stopped at Oberlin College, in
Ohio and bought shares in the college; and .
made
arrangements to send his nephew James H . Hubbard, to be
educated in this college.
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"They finally sailed from New York via Panama to Virgin Bay,
and from there to the mouth of the Chagres River, where they
obtained the services of some Spaniards to row them up the river
in a canoe, stopping at night on the shore of the river, using for
beds dried hides . . . . They finally reached the town of Chagres.
"From this town they took a pack train of mules to cross the
Isthmus of Panama." The congestion at Panama, by this time, was
rather great, and the muleteers forced the Booths to wait while
others were carried over. They like many others had a tremendous
amount of baggage; the sister was carrying a set of sad irons and
they were forced to discard these and much other stuff to qualify
for portage over. In Panama City Beasley says they "had to wait
for three weeks for a steamer to go to San Francisco ." While
waiting, "the Booth boys, Sam, George, and Elige," says Beasley,
"engaged passage on a vessel which was called 'Sailing Ship
Cabargo.' ... The Captain sailed south to catch the trade winds
... he lost his route . . . . They arrived in San Francisco in 1852
and immediately sailed on the steamer 'Sidney Step' for
Sacramento . . . and decided to go to the mines. Elige went to
Nevada City, and his brothers to Grass Valley . . .. Edward Booth
followed mining all his life and was successful. ... Upon hearing
that gold had been discovered in Alaska, he decided to leave
California and go in quest of it. He took up a claim in Alaska and
was a successful miner, remaining in that country until his death
. .. in 1900.'' 59
There was little opposition to the Negroes who came in these
early days to California . It was truly the country where a man was
a man so long as he could take a man's part, but in the life-time of
these men mentioned above, and for others who came in
increasing numbers later, the storm clouds of opposition and persecution were to rise, as we shall see.
The South was jubilant when the war with Mexico ended and the
United States came out of the negotiation of !he Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo that February day, with all the territory then known as
California neatly packaged and ceded. Our government had
covered up its stained-sin with $18,000,000, but had they paid
nothing, the Southern planter would not have minded-they just
wanted to move in, slaves and all. This they probably would have
done post-haste if James Marshall had not found gold in his
mill-stream at Coloma; for in the rush of immigration there came
thousands of those opposed to slavery.
On September 1, 1849, General Bennett Riley convened a
convention at Colton Hall in Monterey to draft a constitution for
the proposed state of California. The question of slavery was
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brought up early in the proceedings in reference to the Bill of
Rights. There was little debate when Mr. Shannon, an Irishman of
3 years residence in Sacramento moved the exclusion of slavery. 60
It is significant, however, that the first question upon which there
.was much debate was that of excluding free Negroes. It was
decided that the first legislature should handle this question; but it
was the beginning of a long series of events determining whether
California would be free or slave. The awakening of this question
had another effect too . It imbued the minds of the busy miners
with the difference in Americans in their midst and propagandized
their emotions against anything Negro whether slave or free. It is
noteworthy that Negroes and whites had lived and worked
together in harmony for sometime prior to 1849. As Bancroft puts
it, "The struggle for wealth . . . untarnished by sordidness, stood
redeemed by a whole-souled liberality . . . . " 61 E lsewhere he speaks
of the levelling process which the mines worked on society and says,
". . . master and slave from the southern states could be seen
working and living together ... " 62 In a situation where this degree
of proximity exists, despite individual arguments to the contrary, a
healthy community relationship can develop.
Under Mexican rule, Negroes had been free and had become an
integral part of the fabric of its life. On the contrary in the United
States, the Negro was considered a thing and was not recognized as
a citizen; but it is possible that the Californians of this earlier
period, accustomed as they were to the presence and treatment of
Negroes under Mexican control, had come to look upon them with
the same indifference. Now a question of the expansion of slavery
arose with California's agitation for admission into the Union, and
the liberty of all Negroes was potentially endangered. Writing on
the period, William E. Brewer noted at a later time that, "There is
a knotty political position here which causes no fuss now; but make
southern California a slave state 63 and people it with southerners,
and it may become complicated. Our treaty on obtaining this
region guaranteed to the Mexican citizens all the privileges of
American citizens on entering the republic. Mexico recognized
Indians, Negroes, etc ., as citizens under certain circumstances, so
there are actually Negroes citizens of the United States." 64
There is room for conjecture as to why the convention of 1849
jumped hastily into the matter of determining the position
California should take as to whether it would be a slave state or a
free state. To be sure, there was the old struggle between North
and South over the balance of power in Congress and the framers
of the California Constitution knew that they must work hard and
fast to establish according to the wishes of the people. To have
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hesitated might have been tragic. Second, while nature had taken
care of the problem of slavery from the standpoint of cotton
plantations, the discovery of gold had made the danger of a slave
influx more to be feared . Already many slave owners had come into
the diggings with their slaves and the ·advent of many more was
threatening. An advertisement appeared in the Jackson Mississippian, of April 1, 1850, and printed in the Placer Times, May 1,
1850, headed, "California, the Southern Slave Colony," inviting
citizens of the slave states wishing to go to California to send their
names, number of slaves, period of contemplated departure, etc.,
to the Southern Slave Colony, Jackson, Mississippi. It was stated
that the design of the friends of the enterprise was to settle in the
richest mining and agricultural portions of California, and "to
secure the uninterrupted enjoyment of slave property ." The colony
was to comprise about 5,000 white persons, and 10,000 slaves . 65
Thirdly, many Negroes were actually coming into the mines of
their own accord. This is evident from the manner in which
certain localities were named . Just as there were mining sites
labeled Dutch Bar; Kanaka Bar; Missouri Bar; Indian Diggings;
etc ., because of those who rocked the cradles, there was Negro
Bar. Bancroft writes that, "Below the well-known Mormon Island
lay Negro Bar with 700 people in 1851 . . . . Negro Hill opposite
Mormon Island," he continues, "named after subsequent Negro
miners of 1849, had in 1853 over 1000 inhabitants . . . . " 66 Such an
influx offered some competition.
From the above we find some of the reasons for the hasty
attempts of assemblymen to face the issue. The first instance was
ignored; they cared little about the battle for power. The second
was blocked by the action of Convention, and the third was tided
over for the first legislature which was to attempt passage of a bill
against the coming-in of free Negroes or Mulattos .
On the placing of the prohibitory clause in the Constitution,
there was considerable opposition and the attitudes, pro and con,
are interesting morsels. Mr. McCarver, a Kentuckian; Mr. Semple,
also from Kentucky, by way of Missouri; Dr . Wozencraft from
Ohio, by way of Louisiana; Mr . Tefft from New York; and Mr.
Steuart, from Maryland, were the strong advocators of the
prohibitionary clause . They argued that free Negroes were bad
members of society, and unless they were strictly prohibited from
entering the state, California would be overrun with them, and
their labor be brought into competition with white labor in the
mines. 67
Mr. Gilbert, of New York, on the other hand, confessed to a
fashionable degree of repugnance to the blacks, but opposed the
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prohibition. He held that color was not a crime. He felt that the
free Negro, under the spirit of the Constitution of the United
States, was a citizen and was therefore entitled to all the privileges
and immunities of the several states; and that to include such in
their constitution would jeopardize the success of their efforts. 68
There were others heaping invectives upon the heads of the poor
Negroes, branding them with riotous conduct, shiftlessness,
indolence, vice, etc ., and assured the assembly that they would but
increase the burden of taxation upon the white citizens. That this
attitude was erroneous can be seen from the cases of those Negroes
already in California. Edward Booth, speaking before the Second
Annual Convention of the Colored Convention of California, said
of the Negroes in Nevada County, " . . . There are about five
hundred colored people residing there, variously employed. A few
are farmers and mechanics; a small number are engaged in trading, but the majority of them are miners .. . . " 69
Congress argued the question of slavery or no slavery in
California for sometime; and it was finally adjusted by the
'Compromise of 1850,' with slavery prohibited in its Constitution.
The slavery question, however, was to continue in the state until
the days of national emancipation .
The Constitution, the legislature, and the United States
Congress, by accepting California as a free-state, had settled the
question of the importation of slaves to the state . It is noteworthy,
though, that people will attempt to find different ways to do the
same thing.
On February 10, 1852, Mr . Peachy introduced in the legislature
a memorial from citizens of South. Carolina and Florida, in
reference to their removing to the State of California and bringing
with them their slaves. 70 Still others manumitted their Negroes in
the slave states and brought them to California, bound to service
for a limited period as hirelings . 71
On the 23rd of May, a Negro man known only as Lawrence,
was married to a Negro woman, Margaret, who was hired out to
service by a white man named William Marr, who claimed her as
his slave. 72 Lucile Eaves, writing on the subject says, "The San
Francisco papers noticed the coming of these so-called 'servants.' "
The steamer, Isthmus, arriving April 15, 1852, is reported to have
brought up several gentlemen with a number of servants- one
with twelve, another, seven, another five, and so on.'' 73 Quoting
from the Pacific, she adds, "We also learn that many of these
'servants' - and under our present constitution they are nothing
more- have lately arrived in various steamers with their masters,
and been distributed through the interior." 74
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Many were the instances in which slave owners used the above
devices to bring their slaves to California; but in many instances
they had their "applecarts" upset for their Negroes ran away at the
first opportunity . So numerous did these runaways become, that
the state legislature , in view of the existing federal code, passed a
fugitive slave law (April 15, 1852). This law declared that all slaves
brought into the state previous to the adoption of the Constitution
who refused to return with their masters to the State in which they
owed labor should be deemed to be fugitives from labor, and that
the owners were to be given power to reclaim them in the same
way as was provided for the recovery of such fugitives entering
California from any other State. 75 On April 13, 1854, the fugitive
slave law was amended to allow not only the owner but an agent
to make claim the escape of a Negro and apprehend him for return
to slavery. 76
The anti-slavery element and the free Negroes in California recognized the dangers of this amendment; the result of which was
the beginning of a new profession- Negro catchers . Under this
law, anyone could claim that any Negro was a fugitive from labor
and because of the Anti-testimony law, of which we shall hear
more later, free persons could be put in bondage.
To combat this evil, this freedom-loving group girt themselves
to battle for the "right of all men to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness." They were aided in their efforts by fair -minded courts
who insisted on the proper interpretation of the law, in many
instances.
This phase of the Negroes' fight for freedom in free California,
has been well treated in most history books on the State, and I
shall not bother to discuss it at length here. A few interesting cases
in point will serve to re-acquaint us with the heartaches and
anxiety of the people of color in California prior to the Civil War.
In December of 1856, a Negro by the name of Coffee purchased
his freedom, paying $1,000 for himself. His former master was in
Missouri, but he was sent payments regularly until the $1,000 was
paid, when he forwarded the manumission papers. 77 By his own
good judgment or the advice of friends, Coffee who was free anyway having come to California after 1852, secured the legal
evidence so that his freedom would not be in dispute. This of
course was the unusual; others were not, to the same degree,
fortunate.
During the same year in San Bernardino County, two Negro
families, comprising fourteen persons, were claimed as slaves by a
former master who wished to take them to Texas. An appeal was
made in their behalf to the United States District Court. The plea
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offered was that they were going on their own free will, the
mothers being willing for the children; but the court decided that
the children should not be taken unless after being made fully
aware of the condition awaiting them, and the marshall was
ordered to prevent their abduction. 7 8
As has been stated the Negroes with the help of anti-slavery
whites had organized themselves in the defense of freedom, and
took every opportunity to void the mounting pile of legislation
against them.
The opportunity came for a climax of their efforts when a Mr.
Stovall came to California in 1857, from Mississippi, bringing his
slave boy, Archy Lee. Mr. Stovall had opened a private school in
Sacramento and after teaching a year, decided to return home and
take Archy with him . His efforts to carry out his intentions were
the means of furnishing the defenders of freedom with a case to
bolt the wall that fenced them in.
California in its fight against the spread of slavery had tried to
live up to the character of a good state in the Union, by extending
full -faith and credit to the citizens of other states. She had in consequence provided for visitors' privileges for those who wished to
travel or stay for reasons of health. In the case of Perkins vs
Perkins, 79 the following ruling was handed down which gave the
Negroes a legal weapon with which to fight:
·'The privileges extended to visitors cannot be extended to those who come for
both business and pleasure. A mere visitor is one who comes only for pleasure or
health , and who engages in no business while here, and remains only for a reason able time. If the party engaged in any business or employs his slave in any business
except as a personal attendant upon himself or family, then the character of visitor is
lost, and his slave is entitled to freedom." 80

It was this decision more than any other which gave the Negroes a

chance .
Archy had been hired out in Sacramento for some time .
Preliminary to returning to Mississippi, Stovall put Archy on board
a boat, in the Sacramento River, in charge of an agent. Archy
refused to be taken back and escaped from the vessel. Stovall had
him arrested as a fugitive slave, but the Sacramento police chief
refused to deliver him over to his master . Stovall then sued out a
writ of habeas corpus for his possession and the matter came up
before the Supreme Court, and Justices Peter H. Burnett, Stephen
J . Field, and David Terry returned Archy to his master. By this
time the case had aroused a great deal of excitement; so Stovall
decided to go by carriage to San Francisco via Stockton, and there
board a ship for the South, as it passed through the Golden Gate.
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The Negroes of San Francisco, learning of this plan, sued out
another writ of habeas corpus, this time for liberation. It was
placed in the hands of officers, who Tinkham says, ". . . remained up all night waiting for Stovall," 81 whom they really
expected to come on the Stockton steamer. "Suspecting, however,"
Tinkham continues, "that Stovall was playing a strategic game,
Deputy Sheriff Thompson kept watch of the outgoing steamer. As
she passed Angel Island a boat put out from the shore. In the boat
was Stovall, the Negro boy and four friends. The deputy intercepted the party and served on Stovall two writs, one for Archy
Lee, the other for Stovall, the latter being charged with
kidnapping. Stovall and his friends drew their revolvers and
Stovall exclaimed, 'The boy has been given to me by the Supreme
Court and I'll be damned if any state court shall take him
away!' " 82
Stovall was taken to San Francisco and arraigned before Judge
Thomas W . Freelon of the county court. While pending, Stovall
swore out a new affidavit which did not correspond with the one
sworn out in Sacramento. Upon facts stated by Edward D. Baker,
who had been hired by the colored citizens to defend Archy, he
was given his freedom. Immediately he was rearrested under the
fugitive law of 1858 . In the meantime, Stovall who was facing a
suit of damage, had skipped the state and Archy was discharged.
"Thus, the question of slavery in California was settled," says
Tinkham. 83
(Continued in the next Pacific Historian)

FOOTNOTES
1
2
3

4
5
6
7
8
9
10

11
12

A dissertation for doctorate, Columbia University.
Lummis, Charles F., The Spanish Pioneers and the Calif. Missions, p. 106.
Ibid., p. 107 .
Op. Cit., p . 118 .
Ibid., p. 115.
Ibid.
Beasley, Negro Trail Blazers of California (Translation of the Journey b)
Herrera) p. 23 .
Op. Cit., p. 24 (Translation from Fanny Bandillier, Report of Friar Marco) .
Hittell, History of California, vol. II, p. ll5.
Ibid.
Helps, Slavery in Spanish Colonies. p. 93.
Bancroft, History of California I, p. 175.

343

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Ibid., p. 401 (from Palou's Noticias) .
Op. Cit., p . 401 (from Palou's Noticias).
Bancroft, Pacific States, vol II, p. 175.
Op. Cit., p. 177.
Ibid ., p. 248.
Op . Cit., p. 739 .
Bancroft, Pacific States II, p. 230.
Ibid., p. 232.
Op . Cit., p . 239.
Ibid.
Hittell, History of California, vol. II, p. 115.
Bancroft, Hist. Pacific States, II, p. 293 (from Penpecius, M.S., #132).
Fraser, J . P. Monroe, Hist of Santa Clara County, p. 62 .
Ibid.
Bancroft, Pacific States, II, p. 117.
William Henry Ellison, The Life and Adventures of George Nidever, Notes
#104, p. 108.
29 Ibid., p. 39.
30 Otter skins were worth $35.00 each at this time.
31 Op . Cit., p . 40.
32 William Henry Ellison, The Life and Adventures of George Nidever, p. 40.
33 Op . Cit., p. 41.
34 There is some difference in the number of men believed to have comprised
this party. Bigelow, biographer of Fremont, gives the above figure; Bancroft
says there were only 25 and attempts to suggest who should be deleted from
the list.
35 Beasley, D., Negro Trail Blazers of California, p. 33 .
36 Bigelow, John, Memoirs of the Life and Public Services of John C. Fremont,
p. 80 .
37 Ibid., p . 69.
38 Op. Cit., p. 69 .
39 Ibid.
40 Op. Cit., p. 109.
41 Ibid., p. 93.
42 Atherton, Gertrude, California an Intimate History, p. 101.
43 Dellenbaugh, F. S., Fremont and '49, p . 333.
44 Beasley, D. , Negro Trail Blazers of California, p. 33.
45 Ibid.
46 420 miles (Dellenbaugh). This distance is increased by Bigelow to a round trip
of 960 miles.
47 I have found no reference in Fremont's diary or other sources to Jacob Dodson
as a mere servant. Having volunteered on the trip and from Fremont's
mentions of him, I can but believe that his place in the expedition was one of
equality with other members. The use of the word servant is possibly an un deserved brand placed on him by the newspaper.
48 Bigelow, Memoirs of J . C. Fremont, pp. 152-157.
49 Read, G. W. and Gaines, Gold Rush, Journals, Drawings and Other Papers of
J. Goldsborough Bruff, Captain, Washington City and California Mining
Association, vol. I, pp . 45-46 .
50 Ibid., p. 252.
51 Ibid., p. 642 .
52 Op. Cit., p. 782.

344

53
.54
55
56
57
58
59
60

61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69

70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83

Op. Cit., p. 797 .
Op. Cit., p. 811
Op. Cit., p. 812.
Op. Cit., p. 818.
Read, Gold Rush I, p . 818.
Op. Cit., vol. II, p. 821.
Beasley, Negro Trail Blazers of California, p. 123.
Art. I. California Constitution, 1849 Sees . I, #18 provided that all men are,
by nature, free and independent, and have certain inalienable rights, among
which are those of enjoying and defending life and liberty . . . . Neither
slavery nor involuntary servitude, uniess for the punishment of crime shall be
tolerated in this State . . ..
Bancroft, History of California, VI, p. 226 .
Ibid., p. 227 .
The Southerners had tried to make two states out of California.
Brewer, Wm. H., Up and Down California in 1860-1864, The Journal of
Wm. H. Brewer; ed . by Francis P. Farqukas, pp. 44-45 .
Bancroft, History of California, VI, p. 313 (from Placer Times, May 1, 1850).
Ibid., p. 352.
Browne, J. Ross, Report on the Debate in the Convention of Calif. 1849,
p. 19.
Tuthill, F., History of California, p. 268.
From speech by Edward Booth before Second Annual Convention of the
Colored Convention of Calif. (Proceedings of Convention of Colored Citizens,
p. 3).
Journal of the California Legislature 3rd Session. Assembly Journal Tuesday,
Feb. 10, 1852.
Assembly Journal, 1851, p. 21, (Inaugural Speech - Governor Burnett, 1851).
Bancroft, History of California, VI, p . 313 (from Placer Times, May 27,
1850).
Eaves, Labor Legislation II, p. 82, (S . F . Herald, 4116/52).
Op. Cit., (From the Pacific, April 23, 1852).
Senate Journal, 3rd Session , pp. 257-274-285, California Statutes, p. 77.
Statutes of California, 1854, ch . XXII, p . 80 .
Bancroft, History of California, VI, p. 716.
Ibid., p. 716.
2 Calif. Report, 424, 425 .
Op. Cit., p. 424, 425 .
Tinkham, Ceo . H., California Men and Events, p. 137.
Ibid.
Op. Cit., p. 137.

345

Dr. A . Odell Thurman.

346

Stockton's Black Pioneers
VIRGINIA

L.

STRUHSAKER

In this Bicentennial Year, many historical accounts will be
written and read about American history, national and local.
Some may even be written about San Joaquin County and
Stockton, but it is not likely that any will mention the contributions of this area's early Black community. Although numbering,
in 1860, only 82 of the county's total population of 9,435 this
Black community included many individuals of talent, education,
courage and dedication, who contributed greatly to the County's
quality of life.
One of the most adventurous and best remembered is William
M. Robison. Born a slave in Gloucester County, Virginia, August
8, 1821, he gained his freedom fighting in the 1836 Seminole
Indian War when just 15 years old. In 1846, he sailed for California in the USS Ohio landing in Monterey, January 13, 1847. He
must have enjoyed soldiering for during the Mexican War,
1846-48, he fought in California under lst Lt. William T.
Sherman, acting Adjutant General of Monterey . He then returned
East but soon came back to California around Cape Horn arriving
again in 1849. Like most everyone in those days he tried gold mining, but only for a short time. Next he worked for various Stockton
express companies, Including Page, Bacon & Co., and Wells Fargo
& Co. For a while, he carried the mail from Stockton to the mines
as a Pony Express rider. When Wells Fargo bought out the Pony
Express, he became one of their freighters driving for 40 years between Stockton and the mines. No robberies, but January 1, 1860,
his team bolted and his leg was broken. He married Flora Pitz,
November 11, 1856. He was always a concerned citizen active in
community affairs. He was a San Joaquin delegate to the 2nd Annual State Convention of Colored Citizens of the State of
California, at Sacramento, December 9-12, 1856, and a member
of the Credential Committee, District Educational Convention,
Stockton, November 20, 1871, which met at the 2nd Baptist
Church and passed a resolution to send a petition to annul sections
56 and 57 of the State School law which segregated schools. This
California Statute of 1865 and 1866 stated that "children of
African or Mongolian descent and Indian children not living under
the care of white people, shall not be admitted into public schools
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except as provided in this act . . . . "Robison was one of the daring
armed group that rescued and liberated slaves held illegally in San
Joaquin County where the ambiguous laws were so little understood that many blacks remained slaves who were actually free. He
was a member of the Stockton Pioneer Society who signed the
register now in the Pioneer Museum . Shortly after his death,
March 31, 1899, fellow society members praised Robison in a
written testimonial for holding many positions of trust and
responsibility .
Moses Rodgers was also a devoted family man, a respected successful businessman, and an expert mining engineer, who still
found time to work for public causes. Born a slave in Missouri,
date unknown, he gained his education with great effort and perseverance seizing every educational opportunity that came his way.
He became a mining engineer and metallurgist, coming to California in 1849. Soon after his arrival in the southern mines, the
"Merced Star" called him the best mining man in the state. He acquired early ownership of a group of mines in Hornitos, Mariposa
County, 25 miles from Merced, which remained in his family until
1919. In the 1860's he married Miss Sara Quivers, of Snelling.
Rodgers first built a home in Quartzburg near his mines and
work for he was then the Superintendent of the Mt. Gaines Mine .
It was a rough mining town unsuitable for his young and growing
family so the Rodgers moved to Stockton for its cultural advantages and better school facilities. Their first home at 583 South
San Joaquin Street is long gone but the second, built in 1898 and
described as quite elegant, at 921 South San Joaquin is still standing and daughter Nettie resided there till the early 1970's. When
the Rodgers arrived, there was no gas in Stockton and Rodgers was
the first to drill for it. After thousands of dollars were spent in
drilling, a gas flow was reached but Rodger's partners were not
satisfied it had commercial value and it was not developed.
Various sources credit Rodgers with giving land for a park to the
City of Stockton, but City records do not readily verify this.
Rodgers, like Robison, was a member of the slave freeing night
rovers who roamed San Joaquin County. He was also a delegate
from Mariposa to the 1865 California State Convention of Colored
Citizens in Sacramento and a member of the Statistics Committee
reporting for both Merced and Mariposa . He was bondsman for a
Merced bank cashier who had a discrepancy in his accounts . It was
never discovered whether this was the result of honost error or dishonest thefts but since the cashier committed suicide, Rodgers paid
the $30,000 bond. Despite this obvious financial setback, when he
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William Robison of Stockton .

Pioneer Museum & Haggin Galleries

died in October, 1900, he left his family well off with the Stockton
homestead and a few mines in Mariposa . Perhaps his greatest gift
to Stockton was his five daughters all well educated, industrious
and public spirited . Miss Adele Rodgers was a professional nurse.
Mrs . Elinor Rodgers Harrold, a teacher, moved to Spokane, Washington . Miss Lulu Rodgers was assistant postmistress at Hornitos
for a number of years and her embroidery and Mexican drawnwork in the San Joaquin exhibit at the Panama-Pacific international Exposition in San Francisco, in 1915, carried the highest
rate of insurance of any embroidery exhibited. Miss Vivian
Rodgers graduated in 1909 from the University of California,
Berkeley, majoring in Science and Letters; taught in the public
schools in Hilo, Hawaii; contracted a tropical fever, and returned
to Stockton to die young. Miss Nettie Rodgers became a popular
modiste, known for her advanced styles, who lived in the family
home till 1971.
A friend of both Robison and Rodgers, the Rev. Jeremiah Burke
Sanderson, was an actual resident of Stockton only 6 years,
1868-74, but he was influential in this area even while living in
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Sacramento, San Francisco and Oakland. He was a native of New
Bedford, Massachusetts, where he acquired a good education; a
trade-barbering; and a cause-abolitionism. An active friend of
Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison, he came to
California, in 1853-54 via the Isthmus proceeding to Sacramento
after landing in San Francisco . Sacramento Blacks asked him to
open a private, subscription supported school for Negroes. Financially realistic, Sanderson persuaded the Sacramento Board of Education to establish a Negro public school in May, 1855, with him as
the teacher. In 1859, he was invited to San Francisco to be the
principal of their first Negro public school. He taught there 8
years - sometimes a principal, sometimes just a teacher. In 1860,
his wife and children joined him from New Bedford. In 1863,
Stockton's Committee on Education decided to provide a public
school and teacher for Stockton's Negro Children as part of the
regular school system. Captain Weber donated a quarter block of
land at the corner of Washington and Monroe Streets - then Elk
Street between Market and W Streets. The school building was
23'x24'. Sanderson became the teacher in the Spring, 1868, and it
was while teaching in Stockton that he gained his reputation as the
"greatest Negro teacher in the West" - the only Western Black
included in William Wells Brown's The Black Man. Children from
all over the state were sent to Stockton to attend his school. Biddy
Mason's oldest daughter, Ellen Owen, and her sons, Henry and
Robert, attended from Los Angeles, boarding with the Sanderson
family. This Robert C. Owens became one of the best-known and
wealthiest black financiers in California. Sanderson was soon a
leader in Stockton's Black community. He delivered the major address at the 6th Anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation . In
1870, when Blacks here could vote for the first time, Sanderson
was the orator at the celebration and probably the only Black
there to have voted before - in New Bedford. He helped to
organize the California Negro Educational Convention in Stockton, November, 1871, and as its vice-president, helped pass the
resolution to change sections 56 and 57 of the school law and end
segregated schools .
In 1873, Sanderson was one of three Black delegates to the San
Joaquin County Republican Convention . A religious man, he was
ordained as an elder of the AME Church by Bishop T. M. D .
Ward, March 1, 1972. He moved to Oakland to assume pastoral
duties there in 1874, and was killed the evening of August 19,
1875, crossing the Southern Pacific tracks while returning from
Prayer Meeting. William Hart came to California in 1848 driving
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and caring for race horces from Richmond, Virginia, to Little
Rock Arkansas, and then to California. He went at once to work at
the mines in Angels Camp and Chinese Camp. Freeborn his
earnings were all his own . Though thrifty by nature, he gave
liberally to all causes to help Blacks . At his death, he left a prosperous ranch on Mariposa Road to his widow and 12 children.
Daniel Dabney Hart, one of his seven sons, was the first and only
Black until 1914 to graduate from a public high school in San
Joaquin County. His son, Charles Hart, worked for the Stockton
Street Department. His daughters, Alice, Helen and Ruth, were
exquisite needlewomen and Miss Helen Hart's French handem. broidery was exhibited at the Panama-Pacific International
Exposition, San Francisco, 1915. Although Daniel Hart was the
first Black to graduate from a public high school in San Joaquin
County, he was not the first Stockton Black to graduate from high
school. Emanuel Quivers, a Stockton resident from 1849, qualified
for admission to high school. However, there was no high school
for Blacks in Stockton so the Board of Education paid his expenses
to attend the San Francisco high school where he was the first
Black to ever graduate . The cost of his education opened the
Stockton high schools to Blacks.
Henry Hall rode horseback all the way to California from
Missouri with his half-brother, in 1848. He was a teamster hauling
freight in Tuolumne and Mariposa Counties when he was only 14
years old. He finally bought a homestead near Stockton which he
left to his daughter, Mrs. Potts and her husband who were successful ranchers . Mrs . Potts was also a great temperance leader.
Henry Miles came to the California Mines, in 1833, from
Baltimore. He operated mines in Calaveras for a short while so
successfully he bought 500 acres 14 miles from Stockton. His family
arrived in 1857. He had a large family, all musical and well educated . His daughter, Sara, had a beautiful voice, received excellent
training and married another musician, Alexander Taylor . While
on tour in Europe, their son was born in Prague - then located in
the Austro-Hungarian Empire - the first Black child ever born in
that country. The Emperor Franz Josef and his Empress were the
baby's Godparents and the child received a gift of $250 .
In the 1850's and 60's many Blacks came or were brought to
California. Many who came as slaves were able to buy their freecom by working in the mines for themselves as well as for their
masters. Others came on traaing ships and so earned their freedom
money. Many settled in San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton.
In general, in the Stockton San Joaquin area public sympathy
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The Rodgers' Home, 921 South San Joaquin, Stockton, California .
was with the slave and freedman and whites as well as Blacks
composed the daring groups that liberated, sometimes with force,
the illegally held Blacks in the county. When Stephen Hill, of Gold
Springs, Tuolumne County, a prosperous freedman who had
accumulated $4,000 worth of property, was illegally held in Stockton, his freedom papers destroyed by agents of his former owner, a
daring mass effort freed him. Charles Bates, attached as chattel
property by a creditor of his former master, was freed through
purchase by a group of anti-slavery men who raised the $750
needed .
This brief account of Black Pioneers of Stockton and San
Joaquin County was prepared as the basis for a Black History
Week play for children presented by Martin Luther King, Jr.
Elementary School students at the Fair Oaks Branch Library, in
East Stockton . It was difficult to locate accurate information as
sources are meager, obscure, poorly indexed, and very contradictory. Many question remain to be answered. Were Emanuel
Quivers and Moses Rodgers' wife, Sara Quivers, related? Was the
Samuel B. Hyer, the barber, who resided in Stockton from 1855
till he moved to San Francisco in 1868, the same person or a
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relative of the Samuel P. Hyer whose daughter, Anna Madah
Hyer, made her singing debut with her sister, Emma Louise, at the
Sacramento Metropolitan Theatre, April4, 1867, becoming known
as the "Bronze Patti"?
Appreciation must be expressed to the Pioneer Museum,
Stockton; the Wells Fargo Bank History Room, San Francisco; the
University of Pacific Library; the Public Library of Stockton and
San Joaquin; the Black Studies Department of Delta College and
the Cultural Heritage Board of Stockton; for all their assistance.
Following is a bibliography of helpful references and a list of
Stockton Black Pioneers about some of whom nothing more than
their names could be found .
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Stockton Blacks 1850
Moses Rodgers, 1849
William Robison , 1848
Emanuel Quivers, 1849
S. B. Serrington
Rev. E . L. Tappan
L. B. Barton
Anderson Robinson
W. R. Brown
Isaac Rodgers
George, Johnson
Mrs. Catherine Callis
Joseph McKinney
Henry Hall , 1849
James Fountain, 1849
William 0. Saunders, 1849
Elizabeth Miller
John Burrow, 1855
William Robertson, 1849
Rev . Jesse Hamilton
Capt. Pierson
E . W. Vesy
Samuel Elliott
Charles Gray
Jno Blackstone
S. M . Jackson
Henry Miles, 1853
Mrs. Elizabeth Scott, 1859
Elizabeth Barnett
Mrs. Polly A. Barton , 1849
Mr. Barton , 1849
Mrs. Forney , 1849
Alfred Collins
William Hutchison, 1853
Susie Hutchinson, 1849
Amy Burrows
Barbara Potts, 1849
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Early Failure Of A
Conquering Hero
DAviD CuRTIS

Grant as a
young man.
Ulysses S. Grant arrived in San Francisco on September 20,
1879, returning from a triumphant world tour - the first former
President to visit California, and at the same time, the first former
President to have visited the state prior to holding office . An interval of twenty-five years had passed between the date of his earlier
departure from San Francisco and his jubilant return in 1879. On
that September night, the eager city demonstrated its warm affection with torchlight parades and fireworks for the great general
who had defeated the South and had risen to the Presidency. This
enthusiastic welcome in San Francisco for the nation's homecoming hero was in marked contrast to his previous departure
from California in 1854 . Directed to resign from the military
service at that time, Grant became a penniless failure with few
prospects for a job, in a time of economic difficulties, thirty-two
years of age in an era when most men of thirty were well-launched
in their life's career . Moreover, he appeared to be psychologically
troubled with an inability to face his problems without the comforting solace of the bottle.
Grant had been stationed on the Pacific Coast for ten months at
Fort Humboldt near Eureka, California, during a two-year's
absence from home. Writing in his Personal Memoirs of his
decision to leave the service, the General tells us little of the
contributing factors:
My family, all the while, was in the East. It consisted now of a wife and two
children. I saw no chance of supporting them on the Pacific Coast out of my pay
as an army officer. I concluded therefore, to resign and in March applied for a
leave of absence until the end of July following, tendering my resignation to take
effect at the end of that time. I left the Pacific Coast very much attached to it, and
with the full expectation of making it my future home. 1
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Actually, Grant tendered his resignation on Aprilll, 1854, but by
the time he had written his Memoirs, he had become a little
doubtful as to the date of his resignation, and apparently a little
vague as to the cause. When, at last, he added the final touches to
his autobiography, General Grant may have come to believe quite
honestly that he had "left the Pacific Coast very much attached to
it."
His editor, E. B. Long, attempts to clarify the matter slightly
with a somewhat more expansive comment:
There was the small pay of an army officer, slow promotion, homesickness and
the realization that his family could not join him and live on his pay. Then, too,
there was the problem of Grant's drinking. It is apparent that he had been imbibing more and more and was reprimanded for it. 2

Long, too, is conveniently forgetful. Only a short time before his
resignation, Grant had been promoted to the permanent rank of
captain from a brevet-captaincy earned at Chapultapec .
The contributing factor to Grant's resignation, which was tantamount to dismissal, are probably five-fold: there was the personality of his commanding officer, Brevet-Lieutenant Colonel Robert
C. Buchanan, who seems to have disliked Grant, and who, in
turn, seems to have been disliked by Grant; there was, of course,
the unpleasant fact of his separation from his wife, Julia, and his
two little sons, but the conditions of army life in those days were
well-established and fully understood by every soldier; there was
the location of his assignment to consider - Eureka in 1854 was at
best, an extremely dull and remote place; also, there was, as he
mentioned himself, the difficulty of supporting a family on his
pay while stationed in California, which was still widely overinflated by the Gold Rush; finally, of little relative importance,
there was the problem of his drinking.
Lloyd Lewis, in his biography, Captain Sam Grant, describes
the scene at Fort Humboldt at the time Grant was stationed there:
Fort Humboldt, when he came to it, was a group of log barracks and officers'
cabins surrounded by a low earthwork on a bluff high above the harbor. A few log
houses of the redwoods lumbermen and their sawmills straggled along the water
front. Two companies which had totalled 126 men when they arrived on the
Coast, but which had now shrunk from desertions , made up the garrison. Of the
six officers on hand, none were old-time friends of Grant - and the commanding
officer, "Old Buch," was , as Lieutenant Hodges said, "a very good soldier but a
martinet. "
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This description of the fort's commanding officer is also echoed by
Leigh M. Irvine, in his History of Humboldt County:
Grant's relations with his commanding officer were inharmonious to say the
least. Colonel Buchanan was extremely punctilious and something of a martinet.
Grant was a plain, practical, thoroughly drilled soldier, and he had little use for
the frills of military etiquette. His easy methods and carelessness of dress were
constant sources of irritation to his superior officer. Little inconsequent trifles of
dress and ceremony became ever recurring-causes for remarks and unpleasantness. 4

We can begin to see something of the character of Colonel
Buchanan from these comments . He was apparently determined to
maintain a high standard of military discipline on his wilderness
outpost. By comparison, Grant seems to have relaxed his own
personal standards, and with the extremes of attitudes reflected in
both men, one overly strict and the other overly lax, a feeling of
contention was bound to arise.
In the fall of 1853, Grant, having been promoted to Captain of
the line, was transferred to Fort Humboldt from Fort Vancouver
on the Columbia River. He had accompanied the Fourth Infantry
to the Pacific Coast, across the Isthmus of Panama in the early
summer of 1852. When the vessels arrived on the Atlantic side,
where arrangements had been made for mule pack trains to carry
the soldiers and their supplies over the Isthmus, by oversight of
army failure, the necessary mules were not available . To add to
their difficulties, a severe epidemic of cholera broke out among the
stranded troops. Finally, by personal determination and great
effort, Grant rounded up enough mules to convey his men - those
who were left to continue - through the jungle to the Pacific side,
where they proceeded to California .
At its destination, the Fourth Infantry was again diminished by
the more attractive lure of the gold fields, which drew deserters
from the army in appalling numbers .
Owen C. Coy, in writing of the decision to place a military
estabishment in Northern California, describes the antagonism
between the white settlers and the California Indians:
In April, 1852 , several of the senators from the northern portion of the state presented a statement to Governor Bibler in which they declared that during the past
''few months" 130 white people had been killed and $240,000.00 worth of
property had been destroyed by the Indians of their counties . On the other hand ,
and almost co-incident with it , Colonel McKee had addressed a letter to the
governor severely blaming the whites of the region for their unjustifiable hostility
toward the I ndians and urging that some action be taken to punish the offenders.
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In support of his statement, he cited the murder of fifteen or twenty Indians on
Humboldt Bay near the mouth of the Elk River in February, and a similar outrage
in March when nearly twice that number were killed on the Klamath River~

The military post was established with the arrival of the Fourth
Regiment of the United States Infantry under the command of
Brevet-Lieutenant Colonel Robert C. Buchanan, in January, 1853.
The site chosen was on the high tablelands overlooking Humboldt
Bay, behind Bucksport, then a town superior to Eureka. The new
post was named Fort Humboldt . Grant was transferred to the new
post in August of 1853, immediately after the confirmation of his
promotion. He departed eight months later, in April of the
following year.
When the circumstances of Grant's military assignment brought
him under the command of Colonel Buchanan at Fort Humboldt,
these men did not meet as strangers to each other. Prior to the War
with Mexico, both had been stationed at Jefferson Barracks
together. Buchanan was then a captain and Grant a newlycommissioned lieutenant. A local custom existed at that time in the
officers' mess. Any junior officer arriving late for dinner was
required to pay a penalty in the form of a bottle of wine as a
contribution to the mess. Buchanan was in charge of the mess and
Grant was frequently late. On one occasion, Grant thought he had
eluded the watchful eye of the mess officer, only to be told later
that he, again, owed the common stock another bottle of wine. If
other officers were less frequently victimized, as was probably the
case, Grant must have felt himself the victim of Buchanan's personal disfavor. Grant presented the bottle in the presence of the
entire mess with a slurring remark for his oppressor. It is altogether
llikely that neither of the men had forgotten the incident of the
wine bottle at Jefferson Barracks when they met again in Northern
California .
Yet, it should not be implied that Colonel Buchanan was
entirely vindictive or determined to enjoy the position of a superior
officer able to demand retribution. Grant had become morose in
California and Buchanan found it necessary to speak to him about
his drinking habits. There is, of course, the possibility that
Buchanan set a trap for Grant and that Grant played into the
Colonel's hand. Grant's resignation was written out and turned
over to Buchanan, at Buchanan's request, signed and undated,
with an understanding that, if the drinking did not cease, the
Colonel was free to submit the document to the War Department.
Grant may have had the best of intentions, or Buchanan may have
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felt that this was the best way to place the responsibility for
Grant's future entirely on the outcome of this conditional
self-probation. At any rate, Grant's resolutions did not last long.
One day, while paying off the troops, Captain Grant was so intoxicated that the entire regiment noticed his condition. Buchanan's hands were free; he dated the resignation to take effect on July
31, 1854, and submitted it to the Secretary of the Army, Jefferson
Davis, in whose office it was accepted as a matter of army routine.
Ten years later, when the Federal Armies were under Grant's
supreme command, Colonel Robert C . Buchanan, a model soldier
who never got drunk, stood far down the list of brigadier generals
in the Civil War.
After the establishment of Fort Humboldt under Colonel
Buchanan's command, trouble with the Indians in California
ceased, and except for the Red Cap Wars in another location
several years later, there was almost no military necessity importance for Fort Humboldt, nor did it enjoy any strategic importance. It was finally closed in the summer of 1870, when the
lands were placed on public sale . At the time Ulysses S. Grant was
stationed there, Fort Humboldt was one of the nation's most
remote military outposts . Community life was negligible; nothing
eventful occurred in the area, and in 1854 on Humboldt Bay, little
of interest was available to relieve the monotony of life, even for
the most resourceful person .
Not more than four hundred people were living in Eureka that
year. Even at that, the population had been considerably
diminished by a depression in 1854, which particularly effected the
lumber business . A description of Eureka at the time is brief
but graphic :
The people were engaged in lumbering and there were few women, hence no
society to serve as a counteracting attraction to the saloons. Of these, there were
three or four, the principal one being conducted by R. W. Brett, who started one
on the bank of a little stream that flowed into the bay below the corner of First
and "F" Streets. There was but one church and one general store. 6

Ulysses Grant seems to have favored the store of James T. Ryan,
a merchant of considerable importance in Eureka. Ryan had built
and operated the first sawmill on Humboldt Bay; he surveyed the
town of Eureka and he was actively engaged as preacher,
bartender, Indian trader and general arranger of things . He was
described as friendly to the officers at the nearby fort. Quite
naturally, Mr. Ryan's business activities extended to the military
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establishment. He was the post's beef contractor, and with a reciprocal sense of conviviality, this colorful merchant kept a barrel
of whiskey always on tap for the officers.
When Colonel Buchanan finally forced the issue, leaving Grant
no alternative other than to stand trial or resign, the accumulation
of each contributing factor culminated in Captain Grant's
dismissal. Whatever small vestige of prestige was left in calling the
conditions a "resignation for personal reasons" seems to have been
based on a customary military courtesy, to which Grant was
entitled as an officer . His biographers, generally speaking, treat
the matter lightly and seem content to accept the conditions as
Grant has stated them in his Personal Memoirs. Prior to the event,
it does not seem likely that Grant had given a great deal of
consideration to resigning. He merely "concluded .. . to resign."
The conclusion was forced, or else he arrived at it rather swiftly,
for he left California with barely enough money to reach the East
Coast . He would have been stranded in New York, except for the
chance meeting with an old friend at Governor's Island, who lent
him sufficient funds to get back to Ohio.
Of course, Grant could have stood trial. In those days, army
standards were not particularly high and the army did not usually
cashier its officers for drinking. His military reputation was not
enhanced by the circumstances of his resignation. Even as a Civil
War general, rumors persisted that Grant was either a periodic
drunkard, or at least, a reformed drunkard . In making his choice,
he may have had his reputation in mind, if only to keep the
unhappy story of his conduct from reaching his wife. Certainly, he
was fed up with the army and his relationship with Colonel
Buchanan did little to make the army more attractive. No official
reason was ever given for his resignation, and although his
drinking has always been considered the principal factor, it may
only have been an obvious excuse for more fundamental reasons.
By the time he started to write his life's story, General Grant
was a tired, old man, financially embarassed and dying of cancer.
If he were less than candid when he wrote of his military life on
the Pacific Coast, his attitude is understandable. He may be
forgiven the half-truth that he "left the Pacific Coast very much
attached to it." For he may have been thinking with half closed
eyes of that September evening in 1879, recalling the tumultuous
ovation that greeted him in San Francisco, and for Ulysses S.
Grant, the long past mellowed into happier memories.
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INTO THE VALLEY OF DEATH
THE CRABB FILIBUSTERING
EXPEDITION INTO SoNORA,
MEXICO,
HELEN

s.

1857

GIFFIN

The term "filibustering" is defined as "The outfitting of a com pany intent on infiltration for private or political gain, into a
country with which his own is not at war."
History records many such expeditions into Mexico during the
1840's and 1850's. Among these were the parties of William
Walker and Henry A. Crabb. Western expansion was, in many
ways, a form of filibustering. California was taken from Mexico in
such a neat and expeditious way that it was practically a bloodless
procedure. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo conveyed not only
California, but Nevada, Utah, New Mexico and Arizona, west of
the Rio Grande, to the United States in 1848. Further territory was
annexed by the Gadsden Purchase including land south to the Gila
River and the present Mexican border.
The gold rush of 1849 brought the adventurous pioneers to the
Pacific Coast. Some found gold, others did not. It was the Have
Nots, who as Bancroft put it: "Had nothing to lose but life, and
they stood ready to risk this most precious of all possessions in the
hope of gaining a fortune in the ore-rich state of Sonora, Mexico."
They moved forward like the flow of a great river, and did not
pause until the last avenue of hope for gain had been explored.
The name of William Walker is synonymous with filibustering .
He came to California from Tennessee, where he had practiced
law. However, his greatest fame came from his expedition into
Lower California, and then Nicaragua. Second to Walker, and
perhaps the more dramatic of the two in the conduct of his expedition, was Henry Alexander Crabb. He, too, was from
Tennessee, and a school mate of Walker's. He, also, became a
lawyer, and practiced his profession in Vicksburg, Mississippi.
Crabb was a tall, bearded, darkly handsome man, bursting with
political ambition and a desire for wealth . Hoping to gain the
former, he espoused the cause of the Whig Party in the campaign
of Zachary Taylor for President . Being something of a hot-head, it
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H. A. Crabb
leader of party.
is not surprising that Crabb became embroiled in a political argument with a man named Jenkins, Editor of the Vicksburg Sentinel.
This led to an encounter with weapons. Jenkins stabbed Crabb
and he, in turn, shot Jenkins. This proved to be a fatal wound,
and Crabb was tried for murder and was duly acquitted on the
plea of self-defense. This affair was the deciding factor in his desire
to leave Vicksburg and join the rush to California . He traveled by
way of Nicaragua, and settled in Stockton where he became successively City Attorney, a member of the State Legislature, in its
third session, and Senator the year after.
His ultimate goal was United States Senator, and he thought his
dream about to be realized in 1855, when his name was high on
the list of men anxious to fill the Senate seat just vacated by the
popular William Gwin. However, Crabb's political strength was
not sufficient to carry him to victory. He wrote off this defeat, and
began to look about for other fields to conquer.
An opportunity was not long in presenting itself through his
association with the Ainsa family . His wife was Filomena Ainsa,
daughter of Manuel Ainsa, wealthy land owner of El Pitic (later
Hermosillo). The Ainsa properties had been confiscated after the
collapse of the Mexican Empire and Ainsa moved his family to San
Francisco. His son, Jesus later became an engineer and was
employed by a Nevada City mining company.
In 1856, Crabb took his wife to visit members of the Ainsa
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family in Mexico, and there he lent a willing ear to a political plot
master-minded by a Colonel Ignacio Pesquierra of the Mexican
Army, and a close personal friend of the Ainsa family. Pesquierra
wished above all else to become the Governor of Sonora. In order
to do this it was necessary to depose the unpopular Manuel
Gandara, the last political adherent to the Empire Party. The
plan, as told to Crabb, was that he return to California and there
recruit a company of men to come to Sonora, ostensibly as settlers,
but who would, in reality, be ready to back up by force of arms,
the Pesquierra followers when their quickie revolution was
successful.
Crabb could never resist what appeared to be a sure thing. He,
therefore, agreed to organize a company under the name of the
"American and Arizona Mining and Emigration Company." This
group of men was to march to Sonora, where it would be put at
the disposal of Pesquierra. In order that Crabb's entrance into
Mexico would not be viewed with suspicion the following story
was concocted: Crabb while on his way to California in 1849, had
met a band of Apaches returning from a successful raid on
Sonorian towns . They carried much loot, including women and
children, horses and cattle . Crabb and his companions had set
upon the Indians causing them to flee, leaving their trophies
behind them. He was now, seven years later, returning to receive
the thanks of the people he had saved. The plan rehearsed well ,
the stage was set, and Crabb returned to California to engage the
actors for this drama.
Crabb did not find it difficult to recruit men . There were
thousands of men, veterans of the Mexican War, gold seekers, and
just plain adventurers who were fed up with their unsuccessful
search for fortunes in California. Some of these had already
encountered the trecherous Camino del Diablo, when making their
way from Texas, in 1850.
Since he was not familiar with aspects of recruitment, Crabb
selected a political friend, General John D . Cosby, of Siskiyou
County, to head this phase of the preparations . General Cosby had
commanded a regiment in the Rogue River Indian Wars of 185556. He was now in the state senate and was willing to take on the
job as Crabb had outlined it to him . Among others chosen by the
leader of the expedition, were his personal friends John Henry of
Mariposa, Dr. Thomas J. Oxley and David S. McDowell of
Tuolumne County, and Judge Robert N. Wood of Solano County .
Headquarters for the "American and Arizona Mining and
Emigration Company" were set up in Sacramento, because
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General Cosby found it more convenient. It has been inferred that
the General sold Crabb down the line. He never set foot in Mexico,
and died a prosaic death in Siskiyou County, years later, having
been thrown from his buggy. Whatever may have been his motives
in Crabb's project he at least saved his own life at that time, by
staying in California. From the various accounts and counteraccounts of this ill-fated expedition, the plan for Cosby to take one
thousand men by ship to the Gulf of Lower California to open the
port of La Libertad, never came to fruition .
The more one delves into the varying aspects of Crabb's expedition, the more it becomes evident that the whole story has never
been fully told, There were three survivors, each was unaware of
the fate of the others . One was Jesus M. Ainsa, Crabb's brother-inlaw, whose lips were sealed for many years. He only told his story
to his son, Joseph Y. Ainsa, shortly before his death, and under the
seal of secrecy. Charles Edward Evans, a boy of sixteen, gave his
account to the American Vice-Consul at Guaymus, while the gruesome details were still fresh in his mind . John C. Reid, tells of the
massacre at Caborca, in his book "Reid's Tramp" published in
Selma, Alabama in 1858 . He was more or less a spectator,
observing events from a distance. A documentary of the Crabb Expedition was compiled by Robert Forbes of Arizona while he was
on a water conservation survey half a century ago . His findings
were published in 1952.
Putting all these together, and adding the newspaper stories
published at the time (1857), one comes up with a fairly accurate
picture of the terrible tragedy of this filibustering expedition into
Sonora, Mexico, and its fate on that April day in 1857.
According to the Ainsa account, this was a strictly agricultural
enterprise, with no overtones of a political nature. It is true that
the Ainsa family were anxious to regain their confiscated lands in
Hermosillo, and had indicated that they were willing to back
Pesquierra in his plans for a coup. Pesquierra is said to have
actually agreed to give Crabb land for a colony, and that he sent
the necessary concessions with instructions how to proceed . He was
to send an advance party to select the land, not more than one
hundred men, and no more than fifty rifles as defense against the
Indians. The company was to bear no military aspects, but were to
appear to be ordinary travelers. There were to be no camps made
in cities, and all necessary supplies bought enroute must be paid
for.
There are two letters in the archives of The Society of California
Pioneers written by A. Hine, a member of the Crabb Expedition.

366

They throw an interesting light on the objectives of the company.
The first letter is dated January 10, 1857, and was written from
What Cheer House, that haven for sea-faring men, in San Francisco. The recipient was C . B. Phelps of Stockton, a business man
who had come to California, aboard the Edward Everett
in 1849.
"Dear Sir and Brother: You may think it singular that you have not heard from
me, but I find nothing of interest here . ... Mr. H. A. Crabb is fitting out an expedition here whose main objective is to explore the Gadsden Purchase and the Gila
River . . . I have arranged to make one of the party . . . This may look to you ...
like a wild goose chase, and I admit that it is an adventure, but I have become
disgusted with California . . . The company intended to get off from the 15th to
the 20th of this month . . . I am giving you information on this expedition under
the bond of secrecy, trusting you will receive it as such.
Fraternally yours, A. Hine"

Crabb was busy recruiting members of his expedition, and while
in Tuolumne County met a young lad living in Sonora, who had
arrived in California with his parents in 1849. Like any youth he
was fired with the spirit of adventure, and begged to join the
company, although he was only fifteen years old. Since the parents
put forth no objections, Crabb took him on, and he was one of the
party sailing on the Sea Bird in early January of 1857.
The members of this section of the expedition were sent on
ahead by sea to land at San Pedro and proceed on to El Monte, the
oldest American settlement in Los Angeles County. Here they were
to purchase horses and provisions for the trip to the State of Sonora
in Mexico . El Monte had the reputation of being a wild frontier
town, populated largely by Texans. Only one member of the
Crabb party came from that area, a John Clark, who was a
lawyer.
While the Sea Bird sailed south, Crabb headed the remaining
members of the party. They left San Francisco in five prairie
schooners, drawn by from ten to sixteen mules per wagon. One of
them held a safe, that was destined to become an object of curiosity in the Mexican town of Caborca. The point of rendezvous for
the sea and land companies was Warner's Ranch, a well known
stage stop on the Butterfield Stage route, in 1858. It had been used
previously, in 1846, by Stephen W. Kearney's men on their way to
Los Angeles. It was also one of the most popular camping spots
during the days of the Emigrant Trail from Yuma across the
Colorado Desert .
The road from Warner's westward, was rugged. On his way
from Los Angeles toward the Colorado River, Crabb found the
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going difficult with wagons loaded with freight, ammunition and
arms. If his recruits had not been for the most men in prime physical condition, it would have been a more serious situation. These
men ranged in age from thirty to forty-five. Just before the start
from San Francisco Crabb had been deluged with applicants
anxious to join the expedition. Many had to be turned away
because the complement of one hundred men was already reached .
When the meeting between the two sections of the party took
place at Warner's Crabb found he had yet another problem to
face . Charlie Parker, one of the sea party had been wounded
aboard the Sea Bird. He was accidentally shot by Samuel Kimmel,
who had been careless with his pistol. Parker was now partially
paralyzed and it was necessary to make a place for him in one of
the wagons. This did not auger well for the start toward the Colorado, and was, perhaps, a foretaste of coming disaster.
The crossing of the Colorado Desert was a gruelling experience.
It took its toll of both man and beast. By the time Fort Yuma was
reached, on the 27th of February, Crabb realized that it would be
necessary to recruit enough men to provide a back-up party.
Luckily, at Yuma, he heard that a Major Lane with a man named
John C. Reid, had recently brought one hundred men to the
Tucson area. Crabb sent Majors Wood and Tozer to the Tuscon
Valley with instructions to gather together as many men as possible, and to meet him at Caborca, which was Crabb's objective.
Twenty-four men were secured in this mission, and were put
under command of John Reid. By some merciful providence, these
men did not arrive in time to join Crabb, and were thus spared
his fate .
On March lst, the Crabb Expedition crossed the Colorado River
on a ferry run by a man by the name of Jaeger, who had a ranch
two miles below Fort Yuma. Reaching the Gila without incident,
the company marched eastward along this river for forty-five
miles, and camped at a spot they named "Camp Filibuster ." From
the Gila the company passed through a rugged desert area. We are
indebted to Herbert E. Bolton and Robert Forbes for vivid
descriptions of this country . Bolton for his account of Anza's trip in
1774, and Forbes for recounting his experiences made over this
same desert over fifty years ago. The track lay through dry and
sandy valleys hemmed in by unfriendly mountains whose sheer
cliffs bore no sign of vegetation. Only in the shallow arroyos did
they occasionally find a spindly Palo Verde, the hardiest of desert
growth.
Crabb reached the Tinajas Altas, or High Tanks, which Anza
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had welcomed, and which were again visited by the gold-seekers
trekking over the same course in 1850. At the Tanks the Expedition
paused to replenish its water supply from the shallow cisterns in
the rocks. From here Crabb turned southeasterly, and at Cabeza
Prieta only those of the party in the best physical condition pressed
on toward Sonoita . A group of twenty men, sick and wounded, as
well as the paralyzed Charlie Parker, were left at a camp outside
Cabeza Prieta, under care of Captain Freeman McKinney and
Jesus Ainsa, Crabb's brother-in-law who had joined the party as
interpreter and engineer. These men were to follow Crabb's line of
march as soon as they were able to do so . In this way Crabb hoped
to conserve food and water, by pressing on toward Sonoita at as
rapid a pace .as possible.
Captain McKinney, to whose ears came the rumors of danger
from Mexican armed forces, decided to withdraw his charges to
the store of Belknap and Dunbar, just north of the United States
line of the Gadsden Purchase. According to the story of Charles
Evans, Jesus Ainsa did not remain with the sick men, but accom panied the major portion of the company to Sonoita, which was
reached on March 26th . Here Ainsa remained, while Crabb left on
the 27th bound for Caborca, leaving a letter with his relation
instructing the following party to continue on as soon as they
arrived.
By this time it was common knowledge throughout the State of
Sonora that Crabb was on the march with his armed companions.
No more disturbing news could have reached Pesquierra, who by
this time had made a complete about-face. Since the start of the
Crabb Expedition he had made his peace with Gandara, and was
now basking in the authority of the titles of Commander-in-Chief
of the Frontier Forces and Substitute Governor. Pesquierra feigned
no knowledge of this expedition and hoping to save his reputation,
gave out a public statement in which he exhorted the Sonorians to
show no mercy to these interlopers, and to let them "die like
beasts."
Pesquierra's about-face came to Crabb's knowledge when the
]eje Politico, Redondo, served notice on him that he would be met
by armed resistance if he entered the town of Altar. Upon receipt
of this, Crabb hastily replied to the ]eje denying all hostile intent,
and explained his show of arms as protection against the Indians .
He ended by saying: "If blood must flow, with all its horrors, on
your head be it, and not on mine ."
On March 22, A. Hine, wrote another letter to C. B. Phelps in
Stockton. This was sent from Sonoita:
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"Here we are just inside the borders of Sonora with 90 men, all well armed.
There are some 30 behind us who will be here in four or five days, and some 50
from Texas, at Tuscon, under command of General Lane . . . The country as a
general thing is quiet and everything looks favorable to our party ... There is an
abundance of gold in the mountains . . . and the Indians often make $2 per day
... I saw a nugget of $4.60 weight . There is also copper of the suplhyde variety
. . . The General has determined to leave here tomorrow and has ordered me to
muster the company . . . Look for me back in Stockton about twelve months.
AHine"

This letter was delivered in San Bernardino, California, by a
Mr. Black who brought it from the Colorado River with the
request that it be forwarded to Stockton . It was May 18th before it
was finally opened, in an effort to find out what had become of
the Expedition.
Crabb, who had beaten the hazards of the Colorado Desert
and the El Camino del Diablo, was in no mood to retreat no
matter what Pesquierra's attitude might now be. Therefore, he
continued on toward Caborca through the desolate desert, with
only the arms of the Sahuaro Cactus to break the monotony of
sand and sun. As the company approached Caborca they received
a rude reminder of threatened hostility, as they observed horsemen
in the distance. However, the closer they approached the men
seemed to disappear.
The valley in which Caborca lies was first seen by Father
Eusebio Kino in the 1700's. He traveled through it for twenty years
establishing Missions, and teaching the Indians agricultural
methods until the valley bloomed and became an oasis in the sandy
wasteland. The Mission at Caborca was the last settlement in the
valley, and had been the home of Padre Dias . It was here that
Juan Bautista Anza had outfitted for his journey to California. The
original church was built after the expulsion of the Jesuits from
Sonora, in 1768 . It is said to have been planned by the same man
who designed the Mission San Xavier, outside Tucson.
Charles Evans recounted the approach of Crabb's Expedition to
Caborca. "We arrived," he said, "in sight of Caborca on April 1st,
at 8 o'clock in the morning . . . We traveled up a lane between
two wheat fields, in full security, as we supposed, and
congratulating ourselves upon the success . . . of the enterprise,
when we were suddenly and unexpectedly fired upon by about 150
Mexicans hidden behind the adobe fences on both sides of the road
. . . The assault at first threw the company in confusion, but Mr.
Crabb ordered us to return the fire and our men shot from ten to
fifteen of the enemy. Our first fire killed one of their principal
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The house in which the Crabb Expedition sought shelter in
Caborca.
officers, probably Lorenzo Rodriguez . At the time of the attack we
were not more than a quarter of a mile from the town ... a small
collection of adobes with a fine church. The enemy broke after our
return of their fire and ran for the church."
Advancing down the street of Caborca the expedition was suddenly bombarded by a volley of stones that seemed to erupt from
the roof-tops, and the windows of the houses belched fire . Crabb
descended from the high seat of the wagon in which he was riding
and rushed down the street in the face of bullets and took shelter
in a large adobe house. This was directly across from the church
and convent. The house was filled with old men and women,
evidently placed there for protection. Crabb ordered them out,
and gathered his men together inside .
"We were soon convinced that we were considered enemies,"
said Evans . "Mr. Crabb called for volunteers to make an assault on
the church," Before this he had called the roll and found eight of
his men missing. Within a short time another died of his wounds
and was buried in the patio, since no one dared to leave the shelter
the house afforded."
After two days of comparative stalemate, Crabb decided to blow
off the door of the church. "Mr. Crabb called for volunteers to
make the assault on the church . . . the only names I can remem ber at this moment as forming part of the party was Mr. David
McDowell and James Wooa of Sonora, Tuolumne County. The
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latter was shot dead and the former received nine wounds in his
right arm."
Under cover of darkness the men who had volunteered to blow
up the door crept from the building toward the church. "They
took along a keg of powder for the purpose of blowing open the
door. They crossed the plaza in the midst of murderous fire . . .
They compelled the Mexicans to retreat out of the convent into the
body of the church. Mr. Crabb then took possession of the convent, and placed a keg of powder under the door which connects
with the church. By this time William Chaney of Nevada, Clark
Small of Mariposa and another person whose name I have
forgotten, had been killed. The slow match being damp the
powder did not explode."
Crabb sent a note by a small Mexican child, for another fuse.
Scarcely had the message been sent than about one hundred and
twenty Mexicans charged the convent and a hand to hand conflict
ensued. Crabb received a wound in his right arm.
According to Evans' story there were still forty-four men in the
adobe house, to which Crabb and the survivors of the sortie now
retreated. A series of discussions followed as to what their next
move would be. Many were in favor of rushing the Mexicans and
making their escape in the resulting confusion. Among the advocates of this plan were William Allen of Coyote Flat and William
Seaton of Benecia. All night the sniping continued and after
daylight another encounter occured which resulted in further
casualties to the company.
While these hostilities were going on Hilario Gabilondo arrived
with reenforcements, and occupied the church . Gabilondo was an
old friend of the Ainsa family . Crabb undoubtedly looked upon his
arrival as an indication of the cessation of open warfare . For this
reason he urged surrender, feeling that the entire company would
be well treated and the wounded cared for. It was Mr . A. Hine of
Stockton who volunteered to carry the flag of truce across the
plaza, and as Evans described it: "He attached a white handkerchief to a ramrod and went out to the enemy." Half-way he was
met by a Mexican bearing another flag, and the two of them
entered the convent. The next move was that Mr . Hine was forced
to call across the plaza the terms of their surrender. They would be
sent to Altar as prisoners of war, and there they would stand trial.
The wounded would be attended by a physician . The terms were
accepted close to midnight, and each member of the company was
ordered to leave his arms and march across the plaza one by one.
Crabb led the march. Once in the convent Crabb was taken aside
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and the rest were searched and their hands tied behind their backs .
No one uttered a complaint for they were firm in their belief that
before long they would all be released.
They were wrong. Crabb was taken away, then returned, but
not allowed to speak. An officer then appeared with a paper which
was translated by Mr. Cortelyou, Crabb's brother-in-law. It stated
in no uncertain terms that all of the prisoners would be shot at
sunrise. What must have been those hours between midnight and
dawn? The men were undoubtedly stunned by this sudden turn of
events. Perhaps they prayed for a miracle that would deliver them
from the stark verdict of death. What must Crabb have thought in
those few short hours left to him? Upon his shoulders lay the
responsibility for the predicament in which he now found himself
along with the other members of the expedition. During the period
of waiting an eighteen year old boy known only as Chapin, was
taken away, and then returned, and Charles Evans was taken in
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his stead. Evans felt that this was because he was the youngest,
"being in my sixteenth year."
As day dawned in the valley Evans was taken before Gabilondo,
who was second in command of the Mexican forces . He was informed that he was to be the only member of the expedition to be
spared. He was then placed on a horse and in company with Mexican troopers he was on his way to Altar. For two days, he was kept
there, but not under restraint. No one molested him, but he must
have been terrified as to his ultimate fate. At the end of the second
day he was again taken to Caborca under military escort. Here he
was forced to walk about and view the bodies of his former comrades as they lay in the street, and on the edge of the cemetery. In
spite of his revulsion at the grizzly sight Evans recognized the
bodies of Mr. Wood and Mr. McCoun. As if this were not enough
for a young boy to bear he was then taken to one of the houses and
"led to a large earthen jar placed on the ground." He was forced to
dip down into the jar and draw out the head of Henry Crabb . "It
was preserved in vinegar. . . . "
In regard to Crabb's decapitation a Dr. J . C. Hernandez, an
apothecary in Caborca, claims to have had the honor of cutting off
Crabb's head because he had some knowledge of surgery. Dr.
Hernandez wrote to a Dr. Hammond with whom he had had some
correspondence on the procurement of drugs. He wrote: "I had the
opportunity to cut Crabb's head off, and I have got it in preserve."
This letter was published in the Sacramento Union, May 29, 1857,
together with Hammond's reply: "I have the charity . . . to think
you do not know what you say."
"While I was in Altar," stated Evans, "the news came that sixteen others of our party had been arrested on the day Crabb was
executed ... I understand they were captured within two leagues
of Caborca . Four of the men had been left on the American side."
All were shot. Jesus Ainsa was spirited away by Jesus Ojeda, an old
friend of the family, and was taken to Altar. There, while in jail
he met Rasey Biven, who is said to have been with the party .
However he was never mentioned by Evans, but Ainsa, in his
account in later years, says he was a relative of Crabb, which was
scarcely the reason to spare his life .
Meanwhile two of the men, Parker and Bunker, who had been
left with Captain McKinney, were shot by a band of Mexican
guerillas. This completed the annihilation of the Crabb party .
Both Biven and Ainsa finally returned to California after being
tried in Altar. Ainsa lived in San Francisco for fourteen years with
his wife Refugia. His son, Joseph Y. Ainsa, received the story of
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Crabb's filibustering expedition, years after it had been forgotten .
From Jesus Ainsa's description it is evident that he had no idea that
Charles Evans had escaped, for he made the statement that only
he and Biven survived.
Charles Evans was eventually taken to Ures where he met Pesquierra, and was then transported to Hermosillo and Guaymus.
He was treated well by the Mexicans, but was forced to wear the
uniform of a soldier, carry a lance, and don a hat-band with the
Mexican colors and the words "Libertad o' Muerte ."
In Guaymus his statement was taken before the Mexican ViceConsul, Charles Smith. He was then placed on board the John L.
Stephens, and arrived in San Francisco August 2, 1857. It is possible that Evans owed his life to the desire of the Mexicans to convey
an eye-witness report to the United States of what fate awaited any
other filibustering attempts. The California newspapers and others
throughout the country devoted columns to the tragic fate of
Crabb and his companions. Public condemnation of Mexico's
actions bubbled like a witch's cauldron . Hindsight is always more
vociferous than foresight.
The United States, egged on by public opinion, was forced to
take cognizance of the murders . Through their Minister, John
Forsythe, a letter was sent from Mexico City, protesting this heartless massacre. The missive was addressed to Juan Antonio de la
Fuente, Minister of Relations . The epistle ended : "Whether Crabb
and his men were prisoners of war . . . or pirates . . . and as such
entitled to trial, in either event they have unlawfully been put to
death ."
The men recruited in the Tucson Valley by Tozer and Wood
with the aid of John C . Reid, only escaped Crabb's fate by the
merest chance . The twenty-four in this party were at Sopori, in the
State of Sonora on April lst. This was the fatal day upon which
Crabb entered Caborca . Sopori was a mining community owned
by an American by the name of Douglas. Quite unaware of the
predicament of the main party these men proceeded toward
Caborca . Here they met a troup of Mexican soldiers under Captain
Morena, who warned them that he had orders to arrest all
Americans as filibusterers. Reid, although he was quite unaware of
Crabb's fate, felt it prudent to retreat, and he gave the order to
return to Tucson.
Thus did Henry Alexander Crabb's plan and dream of glory and
riches die on the hot desert sands of Sonora. Who is there to say
what his intentions were? In his own mind he probably considered
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them strictly honorable. Dead men tell no tales, neither can they
rise in self-defense.
Crabb's wife and son lived to mourn him . A public Requiem
Mass was held in San Francisco, April 6, 1858, a year after his
death.
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MEN RECRUITED IN TUCSON VALLEY
(Never reached Cardoba)
Capt . Granville Owray
1st Lieut. John C . Reid
2nd Lieut., John Bates
Butcher Capron, John
Chambers Foulke, Louis
George, JohnS.
GlasscockHart, George
HaskinsHolmesHughes-
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Little, George
Madison, George
Murphy Nave, E. D.
Radford, E. B.
Rambleburg Slater Smith Thomas, Joseph
Ward, Robert
Ward, V.
Woods, A. A.
Woods, William

MEMBERS OF THE CRABB EXPEDITION
(Obtained from various sources)
Ainsa, Jesus (survivor)
Allen, William, Coyote Flat, Calif.
Anderson, William, Tuolumne, Calif.
Biven, Rasey (survivor) listed as
a Mazatlan correspondent
Bunker, Samuel N .
Button, Robert
Carter, T . J.
Chaney, William
Chapin- (18 years of age)
Chaplain, Edward, Tuolumne County
Clark, John, El Monte, Calif.
Coates, Thomas, Tuolumne County
Cortelyou, John N., San Francisco
Cosby, John D. Senator from Siskiyou
County, 1856-57, died May 15, 1861
(failed to accompany the party to
Mexico)
Crabb, Henry Alexander, San Francisco
-Stockton, leader of the Expedition
Craig, Thomas, Tuolumne County
Evans, Charles Edward, age 15,
Sonora, Calif., spared by the
Mexicans
Evans, J.W., San Francisco
George, John
Gullion . George, a pioneer of Tuolumne
County
Hendrick, R. C., Solano County
Henry - , Member 5th State
Legislature, 1854
Hine, A. San Francisco-Stockton
Hohenhausen, F.
Johns, T. D., Lieut., U .S. Army
Karrison, J. A. Tuolumne County
Kauffman , Edward
Kimmel , Samuel, Tuolumne County
King, George T ., Marin County
Lamaure, John, Marin County
Lamassney, John
Lewis, C. A., Tuolumne County
Long McCoun, W. H., State Senator, 1855
McDowell, DavidS., Tuolumne County

McFaul, J. E., T uolumne County
McGraw, James, Tuolumne County
McKinney, Freeman S., Santa Clara
County, State Legislature, 1854
Madison, R. W.
Mardis, W. M.
Maupin, Thomas, Solano County
Miller, William, Tuolumne County
O 'Rourke, Frank
Oxley, John, Tuolumne County
Oxley, Dr . Thomas, State Legislature,
1855
Parker, Charles E ., Tuolumne County
Perkins, F ., Contra Costa County
Perry R.
Porter, M.
Quarles, R.
Randolph, William, Tuolumne
Seaton, William, Solano County
Shaffer, Judge, Yuba County
Small, Clark, Mariposa County
Stevenson, William, Solano County
Taliaferro, (there were two men by this
name in the State Legislature, Alfred
W., Marin County, 1852 and T. W.
Calaveras County, 1855-56. This man
was not present in Caborca)
Taylor, T. T., Tuolumne County
Tozer, Charles W., Siskiyou County (he
was not in Caborca, being with the
Tucson recruits)
Tucker, Edwin, Contra Costa County
Van Doren, Henry, Tuolumne County
Wade, Owen , (with Tucson recruits)
Watkins, H. L. (former law partner of
William Walker,) Yuba County
Watts, Henry L., Tuolumne County
Wilcox, F. 0 .
Wilder, F. B., San Francisco (publisher
of Fillmore Ranger, 1856-57)
Wilson, William, Tuolumne County
Wood, Robert Nathaniel, San
Francisco, State Legislature, 1852
Woods, James, Tuolumne County
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The Federated Church.

ElDorado County
Federated Church
(The Federation of Methodists and Presbyterians)
MALCOLM

E.

WRIGHT

We are reminded in many ways that the gold miners who came
to our mountains were a drunken bunch of lawless carousers with
an eye for the pleasures of the present and no thought of the
future . This was true to a degree, but probably no more so than it
is today. Worship services were held. Lodges were formed . Moral
codes were enforced in the absence of formal laws and they did a
pretty good job of it .
In the early summer of 1848, Rev. C. 0. Hosford, a Methodist,
held the first recorded church services. Other itinerant ministers,
touring the Mother Lode, appeared often . Rev . Joseph Speck
organized the first Methodist Church in Coloma in April 1850 and
then came on to Placerville to form the first Methodist Church
here later in the same month . It is not recorded how long he served
these churches but Rev. Bateman was assigned here in 1851 and in
the fall of that year got a building program going.
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Frank Goyan, Sr . offered the use of land for the church and a
cemetery. He owned all of the area back toward the Marshall Hospital. The area was more recently known as Goyan Heights but
now only a Goyan Street remains. Mr. Goyan was very active in
the church and was superintendent of a good Sunday School
before the first church was built and for most of his life. His
grandson, Frank Goyan, III was in my chemistry class in 1925-26
and is and has been for a long time the head of the Chemistry
Department of the University of California Medical College in San
Francisco .
During the winter of 1851-52 those much maligned pioneers
took time from their work and money from their savings, to erect a
church . They bought some lumber that came around the Horn.
They hand hewed some timbers. They dressed out poles for rafters.
Some of the boards may have been hand sawn because of their irregularity. Some of the roof sheathing is up to 1 V2" thick and 16"
to 18" wide and in all lengths.
The Presbyterian Church was founded by Rev . James Pierpont
in 1853. The first church had a wooden frame and a tent cover. It
was on the site now occupied by the Episcopal Church over on
Coloma Street . During 1864-65 a new wooden church was built on
Main Street across from the old Post Office . It stood perhaps five
feet above the street level. It is said that the excavation was done
by county prisoners supplied by Sheriff Hume whose jail was quite
handy.
By 1860, the Methodists had outgrown the original church and
built a new and, for its time, very imposing brick church down on
the street level. The cost was reported to be $12,500 plus $800 for
excavation.
Sometime after the completion of the new church, the old one
was sold. The new owner built a one story stone foundation on
Cedar Ravine next to the new church then slid the building down
the hill and out onto the foundation . When completed, it was used
mostly for living quarters . Later it was said to have been inhabited
by women of doubtful character . Its last use was early in the prohibition era . During the early days of our Federation, our church
was blessed by the interest of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Schaeppi.
They were a semi-retired couple who were devoted to the work of
the church and liberal with their rather ample means . They
purchased the old church for $675 and returned it to its original
owner. It was in a bad state of repair but by using donated labor
and materials it was completely refinished on the inside. The old
building served well for Sunday School classrooms, church office
and as a youth center.
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Placerville about 1856.

Kansas State Historical Society Root Collection

Both the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches functioned
regularly but after the turn of the century both declined as the
general economy of the area weakened . By 1925, the Presbyterians
no longer held regular services but met on call (perhaps once a
month) when some minister was available. A Rev . Miller was
nominally in charge but did not live here. A group of laymen met
each week for devotions and kept the organization alive. The
Methodists had a fair but financially weak program with an
excellent pastor, the Rev . Charles W . Null, who was partly supported by the missionary board .
I came here to teach under the administration of a very
energetic promoter, Edwin C. Browne. He was a staunch Presbyterian. By the way, I am a Methodist in case you would like to
know. We were friends in Oregon where we worked for joining
schools back in the early 1920 period. We liked Placerville. We
liked the people, the climate, and the fishing. We were unhappy
with the churches and talked of it often . After much thought and
discussion among those most interested and rather persistent
prodding by Browne, there evolved a plan. It was considered too
radical by many. I will now admit that it was loaded with youthful enthusiasm and short on experience.
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Main Street, Placerville - The Methodist Church.
The plan was to unify the two congregations and invite in any
Baptists, Congregationalists, Lutherans and others who had no
church, to join with us. To ask the mission boards of both
churches to financially underwrite an El Dorado County
Federated Church employing two pastors with a time schedule
that would provide regular services in Coloma, Georgetown,
Camino and El Dorado. It was customary in those days to hold
services both morning and evening and often in the afternoon.
Each pastor had one service each Sunday in Placerville. The
Placerville work would be carried on in the Methodist Church, the
Presbyterian Church being in a bad state of repair and without
suitable conveniences.
The whole program was sold to the denominational executives,
the mission boards and the local congregations . There were some
who did not agree, but they were a small minority. An executive
board was elected consisting of four Methodists, four Presbyterians
and one to represent those who were neither . They were an
excellent group and willing to work hard to make the plan work. I
was elected chairman of the group and I realized much later
why- they wanted to keep me from making motions. I setved in
that capacity for seven or eight years. I am very sorry that I cannot
give you a list of that first board but scant records show only a part
of them .
The Presbyterians sent Rev. John W. Hoyt Jr. to the field for
two years and then Rev. Harold Morehouse. They were very able
men and well qualified for the work they were to do. They, along
with Rev. Null, erased any threat of denominational friction so
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thoroughly that it has never been a problem in the forty-five years
of its existance . But the outside areas just did not develop . The
mission boards got tired of carrying the load and wanted out. We
tried going with one pastor and a woman educational and youth
worker but that didn't work either. The El Dorado County
Federated Church had become that in name only while it was
actually Placerville Federated Church.
With one pastor only, it was decided that we would alternate
between the denominations on five year periods. This sounded
reasonable, but it didn't work either. Pastors, who were nearing
the end of their tenure, would look for a new spot and leave us for
perhaps a year with as much supplies as we could get to finish out
the five year period.
The church had grown in membership and financial stability .
They wanted and could support first class pastors. Good pastors
were increasingly hard to get . Neither of our denominational
executives liked our plan because it was too hard to provide a
suitable man and then not have a place to put him when he was
through here. We were eventually told flatly by the executives of
both denominations that we had to make a choice. We must look
to one denomination or the other for continuous pastor supply.
This was our first and only real crisis. It came in 1948 after
twenty years of working happily together. Up to this point the
membership in the two denominations had stayed almost identical.
We all knew that a continuing pastorate would eventually mean
the predominance of that group no matter how impartial and unprejudiced that pastor might be . It seemed probable that a vote
would go Presbyterian because we had at that time an exceptionally able Presbyterian, Rev . Henry B. MacFadden as a supply
pastor and some Methodists would vote Presbyterian and hope that
we could still keep him . A major split would still exist. Then an
unusual situation developed. As many of you know, the Methodists
have a District Superintendent to supervise the work in each area.
Our area includes the Sacramento Valley and Northern Nevada .
These men are 99.44% excellent and are a great help to their
churches . We got one of the remaining .56%. Our new superintendent at that time became very obnoxious. He had the nerve to
try to tell us how to run our church. Now we just couldn't take
that from a flatlander. We knew how our church should be run . I
have no remembrance of the issues on which we differed so they
must have been trivial. He did make statements to large groups
that induced emotional animosity, not within the congregation but
toward him personally.
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Under this cloud, the pastor supply issue went to ballot. It was
a secret ballot with each denomination having its own ballot box
and carefully checked voter qualification list. About 120 votes
were cast in each box . I assume all Presbyterians voted
Presbyterian. The Methodist count showed over 100 for Presbyterian and less than 20 for Methodist. A crisis was passed. It was
felt that most of the Methodist vote was from those who were not
in favor of the Federation in the first place and had not been very
active.
You know, after all of these years, I got to wondering if that
Super was really the heel we thought him to be or did he make a
sacrifice to insure our unity. I sounded out a couple of very fair
minded members to see how they felt. There was no sign of
charity. Recently, I was visiting with an elderly Methodist pastor
who knew little of our church and nothing of the incident but he
could identify the man involved. There was no charity there
either.
In 1936, the Pesbyterian Church was sold and torn down to
make room for a Safeway Store. The money was invested to hold
it for some future need of the church .
The old vine covered brick Methodist Church built in 1862,
down where the C & H Motor Parts now stands, was a historical
landmark and a beautiful site, particularly when the leaves
changed color. Many of our elderly members had never known
any other place of worship. The building itself had become an
integral part of their religious feelings. Neither they nor the
community could see that as a structure, it was becoming more
and more dangerous. The fire hazard was high. The electrical
wiring had been added to many times by amateurs and was very
inadequate. Mortar had weathered away from between bricks
until in places it was almost gone. Steel tierods ran through the
sanctuary to keep the side walls from falling out. Few knew that
the east wall was kept in place by timbers braced against the bank
behind it . Something had to be done. Engineers decided that it
could not be saved. To rebuild down there would leave us with
cramped space and no parking.
Using funds from the sale of the Presbyterian Church for a
starter, a building fund drive was mounted . The response was
adequate. Under the supervision of Fred Hannaford, the present
sanctuary was built and dedicated in 1952. It had no debt even
though the cost was about $60,000 plus some donated labor and
materials. The old buildings continued to be used for Sunday
school, social and recreational purposes. The buildings continued
to deteriorate.
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In about 1957, arrangements were made to sell the site down on
the street and apply the proceeds to the building of a new addition
for our church activities. Again, a building fund drive was carried
out. Again , under the very able supervision of Fred Hannaford,
building went ahead. This part was completed in 1958 at a cost of
about $115 ,000. It was without outstanding debt .
When the site down on the street had to be cleared there was a
lot of wailing about the passing of so important a landmark. It was
too bad but the cost of saving it would have been prohibitive. One
prized fixture of the old church was the pipe organ which was a
real antique. It came around the Horn before the rails came and
was installed in an Oakland church . The Methodist Church here
purchased it for $2500 in 1904 and moved it up here. It was
operated by water power until after I came here then Allie Fox,
one of the Fox Brothers for whom the drug store downtown is
named, had it changed over to electric motor drive . Inside it, from
up on the catwalks, it seemed to be a jungle of rawhide strings that
connected keys to valves. Rube Goldberg never did it better. Mr.
and Mrs. Neal Sisson , who had long been active in the music of the
church, almost by themselves moved the organ to its present
location in one of the fair ground buildings . It still plays when they
can get anyone to play it .
The saving of the oldest church was a possibility . Mr . John
Hassler, an active member of our church enlisted the help of the
County Historical Society of which he was president . They dismembered the building, marking each piece. Pieces too far gone
were replaced but most of what we have standing at the south-east
corner of our church is original.
The real reason for the success of our federation is that we have
adhered to the philosophy with which we started. It is the effect of
Christianity on the lives of people that really counts . One of the
factors of our unique harmony is the lack of publicity given the
denominational preference of new members . Very few can pick
out more than ten of those of his own denomination and be reasonably sure of it. I know I can't . Only a few years ago a representative nominating committee picked candidates for the Board of
Control. They thought they knew what they were doing so did not
check with sufficient care. The slate was elected and installed .
Months later Merle Thomas was chuckling to me about an error he
had noted . One who was thought to be a Presbyterian was actually
a Methodist or maybe it was the other way round . Nothing was
said or done except that the next nominating committee was
informed so they could get the Board back in balance.
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The Yokuts winter house.

The Miwok and Yokuts summer dwelling was an open sided
framework covered with brush.
Drawings by Medora Johnson
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PART I: THE YOKUTS
First were the Indians- Laquisimne- one of the fifty Yokuts
tribes in the San Joaquin Valley, 1 truly children of Nature, they
thrived in the Ripon area in a primeval environment. Indians inhabited this territory perhaps for as long as 12-25,000 years 2
"Yokuts" means person or persons .
The landscape showed undulating flat country and sand dunes,
and since there were no dams to hold back the snow-melt in the
Sierra, every winter and spring the Stanislaus River would roar
with flood waters, and the overflow would spread over the low
country. 3
On the marshy low-lands near the river and its tributaries grew
an abundance of tule, cattails, hyacinths, rushes and other
moisture-loving plants. Fur-bearing mammals, small creatures
such as otter, minks, raccoons and beaver, made their shelters,
burrows, beaver-lodges and dams there.
The Yokuts built their villages (rancherias) as close to the rivers
as was feasible , and at places where the rivers could be crossed.
In Ripon they fortunately had higher, hilly terrain which
afforded sites for the winter huts made of a framework of poles
covered with brush, bark or tule-mats. Each hut could house as
many as twelve families .
The Laquisimne village was set on sand dunes of what later
became the Stoel Cady and George Buck ranches, and the Murphy
Ferry- presently the location of the Spring Creek homes and
Country Club, on the banks of the Stanislaus River.
In the center of the village was the sweathouse, probably about
fifteen feet in length . The men gathered there to lounge and
fraternize; they induced sweating by means of fire heat, not steam;
then raced to the river for a cold dip.
Women were not permitted to visit the sweathouse except for
very special, formal occasions .
More often than not, men preferred to sleep in the sweathouse
rather than in the huts with their wives during the winter months.
In agreeable weather they slept outdoors with their mates, and as
a result, most Indian babies were born in the spring. 4
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(Unlike other California tribes, Yokuts specifically stated that
they did not build isolation huts for use of their women during
their periodic illness.) 5
In the summer the Indians found shelter under trees or their
wikiups-flat frames covered with brush- which protected them
from the sun's intense heat and the early morning dew.
The Yokuts made trails to other Indian villages, to places close
by where food could be obtained, and to the High Sierra (Miwok)
country where they sometimes camped in the summer in order to
gather wild strawberries, bush berries, edible roots, medicinal
herbs, soap plants, tying materials, buckeye (horse chestnuts) and
pine nuts.
(To this day one may see the cup-like depressions in 3-4 foot
high boulders on the banks of the Stanislaus River- near the Forest
Service Experimental Station at Strawberry-where Indians
crushed pine nuts and seeds into meal.)
The Yokuts also maintained trade routes, by way of Livermore,
to the coast villages. There they traded furs and other materials for
clam, abalone and other shells.
Vegetation on the plains included valley oaks, wild grapevines,
many varieties of berry bushes, grasses and weeds (some edible),
and all in some way contributed to subsistence- food or utility
purposes.
Wild game, both big and small, flourished in the greenery:
whole droves of,tule elk, deer, antelope, coyotes, and Grizzly bear;
rabbits, squirrels, skunks and badgers.
Water fowl abounded on the marshes : geese and wild ducks,
thousands of birds in flocks that when in flight obscured the sun .
Migratory birds added to the profusion of available fowl. And
quail, pigeons and land birds of every hue roamed, nested and
multiplied freely on the plains.
Indians depended on fish for variety in their diet. They fished
for salmon and bass in the valley streams, and for trout at higher
elevations.
Fish hooks were seldom used by the Yokuts; they preferred to
use spears or harpoons with bone or antler points; the stretched
gill, or dip nets made from tule strands or hemp; or the seine
method for smaller fish.
Yokuts also caught fish by poisoning the water . They threw
certain plants (buckeye and soaproot) into the water, and the
leaching process extracted the plant poison, which paralyzed the
fish.
By employing ingenious means, they snared birds, using milk-
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weed fiber or hemp, and they caught water-fowl by the use of
blinds and decoys and tule boats for locomotion.
Hunting for game, they held rabbit drives; they drove the
creatures into nets and used arrows, clubs or sticks to slaughter
them. Not wasteful, the Indians killed only what they needed for
food and furs, a necessity for their way of life. Big game was bagged
by means of drives and bows and arrows .
Cloth was unknown in aboriginal California. 6 Yokuts women
wore apron-like dresses made from grasses, tule or shredded bark.
Men wore skins folded about the hips or nothing . No one was
embarrassed by the nakedness of men or small children.
In extremely cold or windy weather both sexes used skin or fur
blankets wrapped around their bodies like capes.
(One very raw, foggy morning General Mariano Vallejo met a
naked Miwok Indian and the following conversation ensued:
Vallejo: Why don't you put on some clothes? It is too cold to go
naked.
Indian: Is your face cold?
Vallejo: No, but it is used to being cold .
Indian: Well, I am all face.)1
Blankets were fashioned from feathers and cord, strips of duck
skin, or furs .
Customarily, Yokuts went barefoot when iii the village, or on
short trips; but for wood-gathering, long journeys or warfare they
wore moccasins, unsoled, single-pieced soft shoes.
Moccasins, lined with grass, were worn in cold weather or on
treks into snow country.
Travel on the waterways was done in tule balsa boats and rafts.
Several bundles of tule would be bound together with grapevine
runners, and the boat built with elevated prow and navigated with
paddles. Sometimes balsa was used on the sides of boats.
To move goods across the river, or to ferry women and children,
large baskets were used as receptacles, placed on boats which were
then propelled and guided by swimming men.
As to clay pottery, Yokuts lacked the skill to construct vessels of
any size. Their products turned out crude, irregular and, usually,
undecorated. But in textiles the Yokuts excelled .
Basketry was without doubt their most developed art . Although
the Yokuts did some twining and wickerwork, coiling was their
common technique, and Redbud the most used plant fiber, for its
rich red tones and whitish colors.
The Yokuts' "bottleneck" baskets were their unique contribution
in basket making.
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Water-tight baskets were used for cooking, since they had no
heat-resistant vessels for cooking over fire or coals. Ground meal
from acorns, grains and seeds was moistened and poured into the
baskets; then previously heated rocks would be lowered into the
mixture, which would steam-cook into a nutritious, hot mush.
Indians had no formal schooling. However, they spent a lifetime
learning the secrets for survival. Boys were taught early in life how
to successfully hunt and fish, and how to defend themselves and
families when attacked .
The girls also had much to learn: how to distinguish from
hundreds of plants, roots, bulbs, seeds and bark which were
edible, which were good for curing common illnesses, which were
downright poisonous (always to be avoided), and which were vile
tasting or slightly poisonous but could be treated and made safe to
eat. By leaching in warm water, acorns and buckeye nuts were
made edible .
How to make caches and store their harvests was important to
learn- to protect foods from rodents and spoilage.
Money, the exchange for goods or favors, was mainly shell discs
of clams or abalone, or dentalium beads . Yokuts measured money
on the circumference of the hand . Another means of exchange was
the cylindrical, polished magnesite rocks and bivalves. Strings of
these precious stones and shells were highly prized, and sometimes
worn by the Yokuts. Flint and obsidian, a hard, dark, glassy,
volcanic rock were considered of great value.
Same as other Indians, Yokuts painted their faces in brilliant
patterns with colored mineral paints. In San Joaquin County excavations, pieces of red ferric oxide and yellow ferric hydroxide
were found. But the familiar long feather headdress as shown in
the movies was not true to life.
Only several people in a tribe of 2,000 would be entitled to wear
such a headdress and elaborate costume .
The Yokuts headdress had a top made of magpie tail feathers,
surrounded by eagle down and split crow tail feathers.
San Joaquin Valley Indians did not keep a record of time. No
one knew his own age, or the time span between events. When
they invited another tribe to some occasion, they would bring
them a fiber strand with a series of knots on it. With each passing
day a knot would be untied, so that the guests would know when
the day was at hand .
Indians divided the year into seasons, and the seasons into
twelve (or thirteen) moons, with yearly adjustments to reconcile
the lunar and solar phenomena.
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They recognized Venus as the morning star, and the Milky Way
was known as the ghosts' road.
As a pastime, games preferred by the Yokuts were the hoop and
pole and shinny games. Less popular were guessing games such as
which hand held the bone, pebble or stick.
Two dice games were favored by the women. One was played
with eight half shells of walnuts filled with pitch or asphalt and
bits of sea shells. The other was played with sticks of elderwood,
burned with a pattern on the convex side and thrown on a skin. 8
Most Valley Indians had an earth covered ceremonial house or a
semi-subterranean house where they held their sacred dances and
recreational activities. The drum was a burned out log split in
half, or nearly so, and placed hollow side down over a place dug
out in the floor at the rear of the ceremonial house and opposite
the entrance. This was drummed upon by the feet of the
drummer . 9
For making music the Yokuts used four-holed whistles of bone or
cane, clap-stick rattles, bundles of deer hooves, and the musical
bow, a sort of Jews' harp - the only stringed instrument of Yokuts
and other California tribes which made possible pleasing sounds
and rhythm.
Yokuts favored the number six as the numeration affecting their
dance sequences, and in their myths. Smoking was part of their
religious rituals . They smoked tobacco (several species of wild nicotiana) usually in lengths of cane instead of worked pipes.
Shamans, usually women, conducted the religious ceremonies .
They had supernatural powers when they assumed the resem blance of the coyote or Grizzly bear. When in the form of these
animals they could cure diseases or chase away evil spirits.
Of special significance were the ceremonies having to do with
death anniversaries and the adolescent observances- girls reaching
womanhood, and boys, manhood .
As for marriage, a Yokuts youth was apt to woo a Yokuts
maiden with the mournful, haunting wailings of a flute, the only
true Indian musical instrument by our standards. This reed-less
tube had no definite tone scale, but was played for courtship and
self-recreation. 10
Bride purchase was the common way to get a wife, although the
Yokuts considered a symbolic gift of game or service of some kind
sufficient payment . And at times, just living together gave the
couple the status of marriage.

If the wife became a widow, strict custom demanded that she
cut off or singe her hair and cover the scalp and face with a
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mixture of pitch and ashes, to be left on until the next death
anniversary .
After the mourning period the widow was expected to marry the
brother of her dead spouse, and a widower could marry the sister
of his deceased wife. (This practice is known as "leverite" and
"sororate" respectively.)
Information concerning divorce among the Yokuts seems to be
lacking. It may be likely that customs coincided with those of the
Plains Indians . That is: a wife was completely a husband's
property; he could even kill her if he liked .
But if a wife felt grossly mistreated and abused, she could leave
her husband and go live with another man as his wife.
Since this was not promiscuity, the action caused no great
commotion nor rebuke either from her husband or the tribe, as
long as the new husband paid for the wife's worth .
Indian men showed much tenderness and devotion to their
offspring. When a wife deserted her husband she also gave up all
rights to her children, for they were solely the husband's property.
No doubt this provision kept many a wife from considering
separation. (And perhaps it influenced a man to treat his wife
kindly; divorce meant he would have the responsibility of caring
for the children .) 11
A kinship taboo forbade parents-in-law and children-in-law to
look each other in the face, speak or communicate in any way.
This taboo especially applied to mothers-in-law.
Yokuts in Ripon buried their dead. Mrs. Neva Summers remem bers digging up Indian bones and relics at the Buck Ranch when
she visited the Cadys.
The war drum -beat was unknown to the Yokuts; they sent
urgent messages by means of smoke signals. War occurred usually
only for revenge, not for plunder. Yokuts were by nature
easy-going, peace-loving people.
Feuds started when a tribe suspected a neighboring tribe of
practicing witchcraft, thus causing them illness or death; for
personal reasons such as stealing a bride or goods from other tribes;
or for appropriating the fishing or hunting grounds of some unfriendly tribe.
Although some California tribes took not only scalps but the
whole heads of fallen foes, it remains doubtful whether the Yokuts
indulged in the practice of taking scalps, heads or using such in
victory dances. 12
Then came confrontation with the white man. The first
European men to invade the more or less tranquil lifestyle of the
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Indians were Spanish renegades, deserters from military forces in
1769 . In 1772 arrived on the scene a Don Pedro Fages, who made
the first written report of conditions in the San Joaquin Valley .
After the favorable report by Fages, by 1813, Spanish
Franciscan friars, accompanied by military men, entered the
Valley- to round up the renegades, to convert the "savages," and
to search for suitable mission sites.
Curious about the newcomers, the Indians greeted the white
men in a friendly manner, and some of them became neophytes
and went to live and be educated in Mission San Jose.
Later on, one of the converts was a Cosumnes tribe chief, tall,
handsome and very intelligent. At Mission San Jose he was
baptized and given the name of Estanislao. He quickly learned the
white man's ways and philosophy, and also how to handle firearms.
Estanislao attended, as a spectator, the ceremony on May 10,
1825 when Alcade Higuera administered to the people of Monterey
the oath of allegiance to the Mexican Constitution . He witnessed
three days of bull-fighting . What with that violence in mind, and
being in an atmosphere of revolution, he decided that the Indians
were too passive; the white man was taking over the direction of
their lives.
He felt that Indians were exploited in the Mission, so he
gathered together other dissatisfied neophytes and fled to the San
Joaquin Valley, by way of Livermore. They settled by the
Stanislaus River, which he named, at a location near Ripon. 13
Estanislao led his band of Indians in raids, stealing guns, cattle
and horses from the missions and ranches. The situation became
intolerable, and the redskins had to be taught a lesson.
Skirmishes between the warring factions took place from time to
time . But the most notable battles fought were on the banks of the
Stanislaus River, about one and one-half miles upstream from the
junction of the Stanislaus and San Joaquin Rivers .
On May 5, 1829 Sergeant Sanchez left the Presidio at San Francisco with forty men, reinforcements from San Jose, and a swivel
gun mounted on his large boat . After three days of fierce fighting,
defeated, Sanchez went back in disgrace to the Presidio. Estanislao
and his warriors celebrated with a feast .
General Mariano Vallejo, on May 29th, undertook to destroy the
rambunctious redskins, with the help of cavalry, artillery and
reinforcements from Monterey. His strategy made victory certain.
Vallejo set fire to the willows and brush of the Indian stronghold.
As the Indians fled to the river for relief from the intense heat,
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the soldiers picked out the easy targets with blasts from their
cannons. Only Estanislao and a few braves escaped alive.
Later Estanislao repented, was forgiven by the Mission priests, 14
and became a staunch friend of Captain Charles Weber of
Stockton .
Since the precise location of the famous battles has not been
determined, as yet the historical monument has not been placed at
the proposed site, First & Locust Sts., in Ripon, California.
Besides living in a paradise of abundance, the Yokuts enjoyed a
certain beauty which we today can experience only in a few
scattered wildflower preserves. There is no way of measuring the
esthetic value to man's spirit when he beholds endless fields of wild
grain and grasses bending in the breeze, or coming upon patches of
colorful or fragrant wildflowers within the radius of everyday
living.
Literally hundreds of species of wildflowers grew in the Great
Valley, and Ripon Yokuts no doubt had more than their share
growing in moist nooks and sandy hills .
The term "Indian cunning" has often been used in a derogatory
connotation. It is a trait that Indians could be proud of. The
"ignorant, dirty, lazy heathen" needed all the cunning at his
command to insure his survival when pitted against the forces of
nature and the self-preservation instincts of wildlife.
Without breaking the delicate life chain and balance of nature
for thousands of years, the untutored occupants of the land
managed to live the good life despite the odds against them.
The white man's coming spelled their doom . Deprived of their
ancestral hunting and fishing grounds, displaced from their land,
unmercifully killed when they tried to assert their rights, and
finally their numbers depleted by the white man's diseases, the
Indians are practically an extinct human species.
In San Joaquin County today there are no more than
approximately 185 male and 178 female Indian residents. (1960
U.S. Census) 15 We were able to trace none in Ripon .
Hopefully the white man's conscience may be awakening, but
only after constant prodding by the few remaining Indians who
are still fighting for their heritage.
The California League of American Indians has established
scholarship funds, while some white people with understanding
and empathy have joined their ranks.
During the last ten years Indian youths have been encouraged to
attend institutions of higher learning.
By receiving, at last, a start towards fair treatment, with more
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to come (we hope), perhaps- perhaps Indians may find it in their
hearts to forgive the white man's transgressions.

Next, PART II: The first private land owner in Ripon, early
settlers, the nucleus of the town, how Ripon got its name, the
Mormon settlement, brief sketches of pioneer families, and
incidents of interest up to about the turn of the century .
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Mr. and Mrs. Nadeau on their Wedding Anniversary.
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Ernestine Smutny, Book Editor
CALIFORNIA CATHOLICISM: A HOLY YEAR TRIBUTE, by
Francis J. Weber. (Los Angeles, Dawson's Book Shop, 1975. xv,
208 p., index, $12.00)
THE MISSION IN THE VALLEY: A DOCUMENTARY
HISTORY OF SAN FERNANDO, REY de ESPANA, by Francis
J. Weber. (Los Angeles, Dawson's Book Shop, 1975. ix, 136 p.,
$8 .00)
Reviewer: RoBERT BoNTA, Editor San Joaquin Historian.
Followers of the Southland's prolific Church historian,
Monsignor Francis J. Weber, will be happy to find that there are
two more titles to add to their collection of his California Catholic
works.
In California Catholicism Monsignor Weber has brought together, under seven general subject areas, 120 essays and vignettes
which he had authored previously for publication in various newspapers and periodicals . Topics range from anecdotal sketches to
concise historical accounts of a variety of subjects, from the early
missionary days in Franciscan California to the Cursillo Movement. A veritable gold-mine of Catholic topics for those of us who
never tire of the Golden State's treasure of historical materials, this
little book should be read by non -Catholics for a sampling of those
myriad experiences which embody the Catholic tradition, and by
Catholics for a refresher course on the richness of their California
Catholic heritage.
The Mission in the Valley is the latest in a series of histories on
Mission San Fernando, the seventeenth in the chain of twenty-one
California missions begun by Father Serra at San Diego in 1769.
Previous titles by Monsignor Weber on the 1797 mission establishment in Southern California's populous San Fernando Valley are
his 1968 Mission San Fernando and his 1971 An Earthquake
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Memoir. Father Zephyrin Englehardt's San Fernando Rey, the
Mission in the Valley (1927), long regarded as the standard work
on the mission was brought up to date by Weber's scholarly 1968
volume.
Now we have the Monsignor's newest addition to the growing
body of literature of this deservedly famous mission establishment,
a miscellaneous collection of some fifty-five entries, each one with
a brief introduction by the author. Of the fifty-five, about
one-third are the work of the author, while the remaining twothirds are basically excerpts of various official reports and
documents, the observations of foreign visitors to San Fernando,
and newspaper accounts of the subject mission.
In his preface the author aptly describes his latest contribution
to the field of Catholic Californiana in these words: "This volume
is meant more as a source book for future researchers than a
concisely-written and neatly-organized chronicle of events. Its
information-laden pages are envisioned as a 'launching.pad' for
subsequent studies."
Both titles are a welcome addition to the field of California
Catholic literature as the Church joins the Golden State in the
observance of our national Bicentennial.

NEVADA PLACE NAMES: A Geographical Dictionary, by Helen
S. Carlson. (Reno, Nevada, University of Nevada Press, 1974.
292p. $15 .00)
Reviewer: THOMAS L. CARTER, Assistant Reference/Catalog
Librarian, U.O.P.
As is described in the introduction, the state of Nevada has had an
interesting and varied pattern of settlement. This heterogeneity is
reflected in the place names which have been bestowed upon the
land by those who passed over it.
In this book, Helen Carlson has succeeded in creating a welldocumented and detailed gazetteer identifying and describing the
origin and history of the important place names of Nevada.
Included in this attractive volume are the names of mines, mining
districts, all counties and county seats, post offices past and
present, state and national parks and monuments, cities, towns
and known settlements, mining camps, way stations, stage and
Pony Express stops, and major and minor natural features. "In
general, names were omitted if only geographical details were
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available and the places were not considered important enough
either historically or geographically to be listed."
The author spent some fourteen years in research, and her
painstaking efforts have resulted in richly detailed entries, each of
which contains also the source for the information provided . An
extensive bibliography concludes this most useful work, which
should, though the need for on-going revision is acknowledged,
prove quite valuable for years to come.

THE ALASKA PURCHASE AND RUSSIAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS, by Ronald J . Jensen . (Seattle, University of Washington
Press, 1975. 185p ., illus., ports ., map, notes, bibliography,
index. $7.95)
Reviewer: GEORGE P.
College, U.O.P.

BLuM,

Professor of History, Raymond

This study purports to offer the first comprehensive account of
the events leading to and the personalities involved in the purchase
of Alaska by the United States in 1867. Since the author used not
only American but also Russian sources, he was able to present a
reasonably balanced interpretation . The general reader who is
familiar with textbook accounts will find new nuances and a few
new facts in this book . The specialist will find little that is
new, though he may be better able, as a result of Jensen's efforts,
to relate the acquisition of Alaska to the broader spectrum of
Russian-American relations.
Jensen sees the thrust of Russian and American policy makers in
the pursuit of national interests . Unable to defend the territory and
unwilling to assume an increased financial burden for its maintenance, especially since colonial expansion beckoned in the Amur
basin and Korea, Russia decided to sell Alaska. The endeavor to
maintain good relations with the U.S ., which was moving into the
North Pacific, also weighed heavily in the minds of Russian statesmen. American motivations, though seemingly pragmatic, were
similarly spirited by national interests. William H. Seward, the
American Secretary of State, conceived of Alaska as a bridge to
Asia and its market-places . The influential chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, Charles Sumner, viewed the
purchase of Alaska as a way to rid the continent of another
European power and to open the way for the establishment of a
North American Republic .
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All these considerations and the major personalities embroiled in
the events of the purchase (including the Russian Minister, Stoeckl,
who bribed American congressmen in order to facilitate favorable
congressional action on the treaty) are well analyzed by Jensen. A
more thorough assessment of public opinion, American and
especially Russian, would have helped to round off the convincing
treatment of the subject.

THIS LIVING REEF. Introduction, photographs and commentary
by Douglas Faulkner. (Quadrangle/The New York Times Book
Co ., cl974. 179p., illus ., map. $22.50)

THE ARCTIC. Photography and text by Fred Bruemmer. (Quadrangle / The New York Times Book Co., cl974. 224p., illus.,
(part col.), maps on end papers. $25 .00)
Reviewer: ERWIN BuRMEISTER, Head, Catalog Department,
U.O.P. Library.
These two handsome volumes would grace anyone's coffee table
and repay the more than casual browser with their well-written
texts.
Douglas' Living Reef is a beautiful presentation of the islands of
Belau with poetic and scientific descriptions on the formation of
these coral isles, and with empliasis on their marine life presented
with striking color photographs and commentaries . More general
was his The Hidden Sea, (Viking Press, 1970), with his superb
color photos of marine life. It is of interest to anyone, particularly
those sharing concerns for marine biology and ecology, and can be
generally recommended.
Readers of The Arctic will be reminded of V. Stefansson as
Bruemmer lived with the Eskimos and the nomadic groups in the
European Arctic. His presentation, too, shows appreciation and
affection for this rigorous region, perhaps giving a final view of
this fragile polar area, which is changing quickly. A comprehensive work divided into six parts: history, land, sea, plants, animals and people, it is naturally a broader view than his excellent
work, Encounters With Arctic Animals. (American Heritage Press,
1972). The photos and text are excellent, and it can be generally
recommended.
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LUCY'S TWENTIETH CENTURY, illustrated with half tones and
4-color photographs, by Lucy Elizabeth Ritter. (New York,
Vantage Press, 1974. 142p., illus., ports. $6.95)
Reviewer:

KARA

BREWER, Circulation Editor, Pacific Historian.

The name "Lucy" is derived from the Latin word for light, and
Lucy Ritter's book does indeed shed light on "this kaleidoscopic ,
imaginative, tempestuous era" in which we live. For although she
describes herself simply as a working woman , Lucy's life has been
unusually varied, and she writes of her experiences with clarity and
warmth . Born in China, where her father held a position with the
Pacific Mail Steamship Company, Lucy spent her childhood there.
Her memories of that time before the wars are illustrated with fine
photographs taken by her godfather, J. 0. Sheppard.
When it was time for the older children to start secondary
school, the family returned to the United States to Stockton,
California, where Mr . Ritter became the comptroller and later the
financial vice-president of the College of Pacific. He ably guided
the College's fiscal policies through those trying years of the
depression and World War II. Lucy herself had difficulties during
those years in finding the job for which her undergraduate and
graduate work at Stanford had prepared her. Her perseverance
was rewarded, however, in 1935, when she was hired as security
analyst by California-Western States Life Insurance Company.
One of the first women to be named to such a position, she
continues to hold it and is now senior officer in charge of the stock
and bond portfolio of $200,000,000. Her chapters on the "Evolution of Security Analysis" and "Women in Business" are
illuminating in their description and criticism of the business world
and in their underlying faith in the American system.
But Lucy Ritter's interests are not confined to the economic scene.
She has actively participated in state and national campaigns for the
Democratic Party . She is also an adventurous traveller, a collector
of fine arts, and a supporter of education.
Lucy is hopeful about the future- in spite of the problems that
beset us . She writes that "we should be able to preserve a measure
of progress by combining a broad sense of justice, a lively imagination and superior intelligence, with industry, self-discipline,
common sense and love ." Her own life is proof that it is truly
worthwhile to work for such ideals.
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THE BICENTENNIAL ALMANAC, editor-in-chief, Calvin D.
Linton, introductory text, Walter A. Payne. (Nashville, Thomas
Nelson, Inc., 1975. 448p ., illus., (part col), ports.,
index. $14.95)
Reviewer: THOMAS L. CARTER, Assistant Reference/Catalog
Librarian, U.O.P.
The American bicentennial celebration is generating a plethora
of books designed to capitalize on the current wave of interest in
American history. The lasting importance of many of these works
is questionable at best . One volume, however, which seems sure to
increase in value in the years to come is The Bicentennial
Almanac.
More than simply a chronological listing of the most important
events in U.S. history, this volume is a lavishly illustrated and surprisingly detailed chronicle of American life. Each year, from 1776
through February 1975, is first treated in a broad overview essay,
about a fourth of a page in length, which summarizes the most
significant events of that year. Following this, listed chronologically, are brief descriptions of not just the important events, but
also the interesting and fascinating bits of miscellany which illustrate the panorama of American life. On page 342, for example,
we learn that, on June 8th, 1937, a sixty pound bulb brought from
Sumatra to the Bronx Botanical Gardens bloomed into a single
flower eight feet high and four feet in diameter, while on July 2nd
of the same year, aviator Amelia Earhart vanished on an aroundthe-world flight with a companion soon after their plane left New
Guinea .
. An informative and well-written essay tracing the course of
American history prior to 1776 prefaces the work, and a detailed
index serves to increase its usefulness. The attractiveness of this
handsome book is enhanced by its many color plates and black and
white illustrations. It is truly a fascinating book for anyone
interested in the history of the United States.
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RETALIATION: Japanese Attacks and Allied Countermeasures on
the Pacific Coast in World War II, by Bert Webber. (Corvallis,
Oregon State University Press, 1975. 178p., illus., facsims.,
appendices, sources, notes, index. Oregon State Monographs:
Studies in History . $14 .50)
Reviewer: DAviD MAZZA, Graduate Assistant, Pacific Center for
Western Historical Studies, U.O.P.
The holocaust of World War II and the battlefields of Europe,
Africa and Asia seemed far removed from the lands and coasts of
the American West. Webber shows in Retaliation that the Japanese
did succeed in bringing the war to the American continent and
gives a well-documented account of their attacks on the Pacific
Coast .
The famous Doolittle Raid over Tokyo in 1942 was the major
reason for the shift of Japanese attention to the West Coast. Not
only did the Japanese seek to retaliate, they hoped to inflict significant damage and to divert American forces away from the Pacific
battlefield. While they failed in the former objective they were
very successful in diverting American and Canadian forces from
other areas of allied military concentration . Japanese submarines
ranged freely off the West Coast and, in one instance, launched a
plane which fire-bombed the Oregon forests in an attempt to start
uncontrollable fires . Hundreds of ingenious paper balloons carrying bombs and incendiary devices were carried by the jet stream
(which they understood better than we) over the entire North
American continent, some reaching as far inland as Manitoba and
Texas . Webber clears away the myths of such rumored incidents as
the "Battle of Los Angeles" and tells of the only known civilian
casualties from direct enemy action . He has extensively checked
American, Canadian and Japanese sources and has interviewed as
widely as he could, presenting the personal stories of many of the
principals.
The reader may find this book valuable not only for its contribution to World War II history and for the story of how the
Americans responded to the threat of foreign invasion, but also for
showing that both sides can now learn to forgive old hatreds and
meet in friendship.

402

SISKIYOU TRAIL: THE HUDSON'S BAY FUR COMPANY
ROUTE TO CALIFORNIA, by Richard Dillon. (New York,
McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1975. xv, 38lp ., maps, illustrations, acknowledgements, selective bibliography, index. $9. 95)
Reviewer: RoBERT E. SMITH, Assistant Professor of History and
Head, Dept. of Social Science, Missouri Southern State College.
The Siskiyou Trail attains its rightful place in the history and
geography of the United States in this excellent book by Richard
Dillon. The author has managed to fill a void in our appreciation
of the overland routes which led to the eventual settlement of the
North American West. Writing with a flair that does justice to his
subject, Dillon has presented a panorama of adventure which will
amuse and excite even the most discerning reader. The book,
volume twelve in the American Trails Series under the general
editorship of A. B. Guthrie, maintains the high standard of
literary merit and scholarship which characterizes the other works
in this series.
Dillon has given the reader an opportunity to examine the
history and development of the Siskiyou Trail. The hardy men,
who used it to reach "castor" in the no-man's land between the
British Northwest and the future Pacific Coast states of the
emerging American republic, are almost brought to life in this very
readable narrative . The policy of Dr. John McLoughlin and other
employees of the Hudson's Bay Company, to deliberately exterminate the beaver in the zone between the British and American
spheres of influence, is brought out in detail . Jededial;t Smith, John
Sutter, Alexander R . McLeod, Thomas McKay, Peter Skene
Ogden, Michel Laframboise, George F . Emmons, David Douglas,
Ewing Young, and a host of other adventurous souls who traversed
all or a portion of the Siskiyou Trail are portrayed in their
moments of triumphs and failures on the trail. The reader is able
to observe the character of each major figure in the book as the
travelers attempt to surmount the obstacles inherent in this
treacherous route.
Few will fail to sympathize with the frontiersmen as time after
time they meet the awesome task of avoiding annihilation . What
drove the Irish, American Indians, French-Canadians, Scots,
English, Norwegians, and men of many other national origins, to
attempt this journey year after year, for such minuscule wages is
amazing. Although the monetary rewards were small for common
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trappers, the desire to participate in this occupation was strong.
However, some of the trappers deplored the wasteful policies of
the British as is evident when Peter Skene Ogden wrote, "It is
almost a sin to see the number of small beaver we destroy and to
no purpose. Some of the females taken have no less than five
young . . . . " (p. 63) .
Dillon maintains that the man who pioneered a large portion of
the trail in California and whose exploits persuaded the Hudson's
Bay Company to make it a permanent trail was Jedediah Strong
Smith. In a chapter entitled, "A Sly Cunning Yankee," Dillon
rates Smith as the greatest American explorer after Meriwether
Lewis.
The author, the head of the Sutro Library in San Francisco,
California, is to be commended for his excellent achievement. He
has contributed an important and readable addition to the literature about the early years of American and British participation in
the settlement and exploitation of the Pacific region of the Far
West . It will be welcomed by readers interested in the history and
geography of the Pacific Coast region of the United States.

WALKER RIVER PAIUTES; A Tribal History . Author, Edward
C. Johnson, History Project Director, Melvin D. Thorn, Interviewer, Stannard Frank. (Schurz, Nevada, Walker River Paiute
Tribe, 1975. 201p ., illus., maps. $8.50)
Reviewer: THoMAS L. CARTER, Assistant Reference/Catalog
Librarian, University of the Pacific.
LOcated in the area called the Great Basin, in western Nevada,
Walker Lake and the surrounding area has long provided a home
fot several groups of northern Paiutes . This book is a history of the
inhabitants of the area, called, collectively, the People, both prior
to, but primarily after, the early 19th century and westward U.S.
expansion into this area .
Writing from the Indians' point of view, the author begins by
describing the social and economic life of these Indians, basically
fishermen, hunters and gatherers, before their encounter with the
white man. Following the initial violent intrusion by trappers and
government expeditions in the early 1820's, an all too familiar
pattern of deceit, despoilage, and deception of the Indian un folds. Their carefully balanced environment is destroyed, their
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land taken, and they themselves are relegated to the reservation
and dependence on the whites.
Among the various aspects of the Peoples' history treated in
different chapters are: The Ghost Dance Prophets, Sports and Recreation, Changing Life Styles, the Walker River Indian Agency,
and the Tribal Council. The text is abundantly footnoted, with
bibliographical references given at the end of each chapter. This
attractive, detailed, and highly interesting volume should be
welcomed by all those interested in Indian tribal history, and
especially in the relations between a particular tribe and the U.S.
Government.
ANASAZI: Ancient People of the Rock. Photographs by David
Muench, Text by Doanld G. Pike. (Palo Alto, American West
Publishing Company, 1974. 191p., illus .. (chiefly colored), maps
on lining papers, index. Images of America Series. $18.50)
RENDEZVOUS COUNTRY. Photographs by David Muench , Text
by Donald G. Pike, (Palo Alto, American West Publishing Company, c1975 . 159p., illus., facsims, maps on lining papers,
index. Images of America Series. $18.50)
Reviewer: JosEPH J. SHEBL, M .D., Western Artist.
Pfeiffer, Muench and Pike make an excellent triad . George
Pfeiffer, editor and publisher of the American West has been
publishing fine books on the historical West for some years. Of
varied subject, they have satisfied scholarly as well as lay readers .
David Muench is one of the really great photographers of our day
whose work magnificently portrays the sense and the story of our
West. Donald Pike's distinguished history of publications weighs
well in these well-written texts and adds depth and character to
the pictures.
Anasazi essentially presents the remains of prehistoric dwellings
in the four corners county of Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado and
Utah. Included are views of present day pueblos and a section of
photographs of that area at the turn of the century by the noted
cameraman Vroman . Historian Donald Pike plays a secondary role
providing a descriptive and interpretive background, an absorbing
summary of what is known about the ancient ones, and an account
of the "scientific manhunt" in which scholars seek to learn more
about these fascinating cliff dwellers.
Rendezvous Country profited by the author's long trek from the
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Southwest to the heart of the Rockies . Reaching the site of the first
meeting of the "annual Rocky Mountain trade fairs" (held at
Henry's Fork in 1825), photographer and historian explored the
entire region surrounding the Green River Valley. Wild life,
roaring rivers and mountain men are each here in this brilliantly
depicted wild and lonely land .. . much of it unchanged in spite of
us all.
An extra bonus is the inclusion of a special portfolio: 27 reproductions of Alfred Jacob Miller's paintings of Rocky Mountain fur
trade life- the beaver men and the Indians, the wild life and the
scenery- which, together with Pike's lovingly detailed historical
narrative, link Muench's magnificent photographs to the days
when the West was still wild.
THE TOWNSMEN , by the Editors of Time-Life Books, with text
by Keith Wheeler. (New York , Time-Life Books, 1975. 240p.,
illus., ports ., facsims, bibliography, index. $9.95)
Reviewer: DR. }AMES SHEBL, Pacific Center for
Historical Studies, U.O.P.

Western

With the publication of The Townsmen, Time-Life Books
insures the continuation of its OLD WEST series as a distinguished
and entertaining commentary on the saga of the American West .
Illustrative photographs vivify the text which Keith Wheeler,
author of the brilliant study, The Railroaders, by the same publishers, has written . Here is anecdotal but well-subscribed history
brought to a meaningful expression by the writer-historian's firm
grasp of the literal and symbolic themes which are indigenous to
that peculiarly American phenomenon: the West.
The movement of the pioneers across the plains and into the far
West demanded peoples sometimes desperate, sometimes
ambitious, but always creative . This sense of creativity is what
impresses most in The Townsmen . Supplies had to move hundreds
of miles through a savage country; governments had to be
established; architecture had to reach for new designs capable of
withstanding an environment unknown to the settlers. Isolated
communities dealt with problems of merchandising, agriculture,
and entertainment. The people are real, their problems are
apparent . Wheeler gives us the full impact of their colorful and
determined lives as they construct their towns and build America .
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JAMES MADISON ALDEN, Yankee Artist of the Pacific Coast ,
1854-1860, by Franz Stenzel (Fort Worth, Texas, Amon Carter
Museum, 1975. 204p ., 193 illus. , bibliography, index . $25.00)

Reviewer: DR. R. CoKE WooD, Director, Pacific Center for
Western Historical Studies, University of the Pacific.
Dr . Franz Stenzel has collected many of the drawings and
watercolor plates of this landscape artist, made while Alden was
traveling in the West from 1854 to 1860. Most of the time he was
working as the official artist on the United States Coastal Survey
and the United States-Canadian Boundary Survey. It was this
opportunity to learn something of the history of the area and the
visual stimulation of the many varied and exciting scenes that
resulted in the large number of excellent drawings and watercolors
which tell a good history of the West Coast.
Few other men had the opportunity to participate in so many of
the historical developments during this exciting period of gold
mining in California and the Fraser River and gold excitement in
Canada in the later 1850's.
Dr. Stenzel has done an excellent job in his eight years of
researching the career of James Madison Alden and his paintings.
He was able to locate 750 of his works, most of them unknown or
hidden from public view. His research for the historical
background of the sketches and paintings gives an excellent historical basis for understanding the inspiration for the paintings.
Both the artist and the historian will find this book delightful
and informative .

COMMUNION IN SOLITUDE: Mexico from the Corner of an
Eye, by Michael Bradley. (San Francisco, Scrimshaw Press,
1975. 95p ., col. illus., $16.95)
Reviewers : VICKIE AND GAYLON CALDWELL, [Dr. Caldwell is
Provost of Elbert Covell College, the Spanish-language college of
U.O.P]

Communion in Solitude is a little jewel. At first glance this
slender volume (it has fewer than a hundred pages) appears to be
another of those books about Mexico which combine excellent pho407

tography with bilingual verse, but it is much, much more than this:
Michael Bradley is a consumate artist and his creation is such a
vivid experience that it really cannot be adequately described. The
book should be experienced alone; examining it in solitude, one
finds himself in communion with the real Mexico. The book is
visceral and it is honest. One who isn't deeply affected and profoundly moved by it really should slowly retrace his st.eps through
the superb photography and disturbing poetry.
We have described Michael Bradley as a consumate artist; one is
envious of his ability to squeeze every bit of meaning from what he
sees- and he sees everything. He is willing to share the stark and
the unpleasant because he understands that they have their place
in the nature of things. The head of a horse too long dead to be
exposed to view is as natural to the Mexico he knows as the breathtaking cloud formations over the desert, and so he includes them
both . He sees in old walls, with their peeling paint, the beauty of
texture and time. He has an instinctive feel for the mystery of the
land and he approaches it, and its people, with all senses function ing. Bradley's treatment of the "raw and the visceral . . . juxtaposed upon the beautiful or the sublime" is a tribute to his
humility, his eagerness, and his openness. These attributes reward
him with real vision. The poetry is sometimes enigmatic but it
captures the essence of the people of whom it sings equally in the
English translations as in the original Spanish .
The publisher describes Communion in Solitude as "a very
special book." These reviewers would be even more profuse in
their judgement. Michael Bradley has understood and presented
rural Mexico in such a way that those who know well that
magnificent country will indeed recognize it as though "from the
corner of an eye." Those who experience the book before going to
Mexico will be prepared, in a way few are, for the ugly and the
beautiful, and for the intentional and unintentional humor of that
dynamic land.
Similarly, he understands the human condition and human
institutions and makes a powerful statement about them through
the juxtaposition of photographs and the deft selection of words.
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Notes From The Book Editor
Ernistine Smutny, Book Editor

ASIANS IN THE WEST, by Edwin P.
Hoyt. (Nashville, Thomas Nelson,
Inc., 1974. 159p., bibliography, index. $5.95)
No one can read Hoyt's book without
feeling ashamed of man's inhumanity to
man, but the treatment tends to be
simplistic and the style almost polemical. The bibliography consists of fourteen items, and there is no documentation. The style makes the book appear
intended for young people , but the epithets applied to many of the non-Asians
would tend to foster reverse racism
rather than lessen prejudices.
ST . JOHN'S - 1925-1975 - GOLDEN
JUBILEE ALBUM, A Pictorial History of the Parish of St. John the
Baptist, El Cerrito, California , by
Father William N. Abeloe. (El Cerrito, Ca ., Church of St. John the
Baptist, 1975. 59, 25p., illus., ports.,
facsims. Limited edition, 1000 num bered, autographed copies. paper,
$5.60)
The Mission San Jose, fourteenth of
California's twenty-one coastal missions, was not established until 1797,
the only mission in the sparsely populated East Bay. The Gold Rush brought
a new way of life to the old ranchos,
and, as the towns began to form, new
parishes were created to minister to the
spiritual needs of their inhabitants .
In 1906 a catechetical center was
begun at Stege, now El Cerrito, and
soon a mission was authorized. By 1909
a small schoolhouse had been purchased and remodeled to serve as a
church and by 1910 it was named the
Church of St. John the Baptist. This
booklet is the story of the people and

priests whose devotion and service
nurtured the growth of the little mission church as it matured into an
independent parish in 1925, and traces
the proud and happy story of its first
fifty years as a parish . Filled with
pictures and personalities, it offers a
rich store of local history as well as a
lovingly researched chronicle of religious importance. This is the third
centennial history Father Abeloe has
produced, and the Church is fortunate
that his historical and literary talents
have been available to preserve and encapsulate the California C a tholic
heritage.
CALIFORNIA INDIAN HISTORY; A
Classified and Annotated Guide to
Source Materials, by Robert F.
Heizer, Karen M. Nissen and Edward D. Castillo. (Ramona, Ca.,
Ballena Press, 1975. 90p., outline
maps, indexes. Ballena Press Publications in Archaeology, Ethnology and
History No. 4. paper, $4.95)
From what the authors describe as
several thousand possible titles on California Indian history they have chosen
685 as a basic guide, preferring works
which might be found "in a large library
or which can be secured without undue
difficulty in the form of microfilm or
Xerox copies."
The citations are divided into six
major categories representing chronological divisions from Indian Prehistory
to the present, and are further broken
down by topic within these divisions . A
seventh chapter is devoted to source
materials- museum collections, pictorial archives and the like . An index of
tribes and of authors allows additional
access points to the data.
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LIBERA MARTINA SPINAZZE'S IN DEX TO THE ARGONAUTS OF
CALIFORNIA, Charles Warren Haskins, with a preface by J. Carlyle
Parker. (New Orleans, Polyanthos,
1975. 514p. paper $15.00)

SAGEBRUSH STATESMAN: Tasker L .
Oddie of Nevada, by Loren B. Chan.
(Reno, University of Nevada Press,
1973. 189p., port ., bibliog., index.
Nevada Studies in History and Political Science no. 12. paper, $4.00)

Historians, librarians, and genealogists alike owe a debt of gratitude to
Parker for inspiring this first generally
available edition of Miss Spinazze's
Index. Originally compiled on cards
from the many categorized lists of
'49ers given by Haskins, it was typed
under the direction of the California
State Society of the Daughters of the
American Revolution in 1958.
Reproduced from typescript which is
legible (although several manuscript
additions are partially illegible and one
is truncated) if not of uniform clarity, it
is a must for every library or individual
interested in Western gold rush history .

The most unusual thing about Tasker
Lowndes Oddie would seem to have
been his name, although it is true that
not many people would have had the
resilience to maintain a mental equilibrium in the boom-bust life which he led.
This is the first complete biography of a
young lawyer who became a miner and
mining speculator who ran for political
office, at least in part because of the
steady income . Chan gives a well documented account, sketching his background and detailing his life in Nevada,
his contributions (or lack of them) as
state senator, Governor, and U.S .Senator. By no means a man of unusual
ability, Oddie reflected the temper of
his time and genuinely sought to serve
the interest of his state.

THE WAY IT WAS - 1876, by Suzanne
Hilton. (Philadelphia, The Westminster Press, 1975 . 216p ., illus.,
facsims., bibliog., index. $6 .95)
What was it like in 1876? Well,
Suzanne Hilton tells us, a President had
recently narrowly escaped impeachment, a Secretary of War had accepted
bribes, the Treasury Department found
its own people involved in a whiskey
ring scandal, there was talk of a pipeline to carry oil from Philadelphia to
the east coast, and it looked as though
the channel tunnel from England to
France would really be started!
In a delightfully vivacious way she
goes on to describe life as it was lived at
the time of our first centennial- in such
chapters as "Home Sweet Home,"
"What is There To Do?," "Getting Sick
and Other Calamities," "Taking a
Trip" and more. The last chapter describes the Philadelphia Exposition, the
exhibition that attracted thousands of
visitors who saw many marvels and
strange objects and had as much fun as
you will when you read this lively book!
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FESTIVALS OF THE WEST, by Nancy
Meyer . (Pasadena, Ward Ritchie
Press, 1975. 152p. , ill us., index .
paper, $3.95)
Here is a gay little guide to the fairs
and festivals, stampedes and pageants,
rodeos and parades of "every far western state from the Rockies and the
Rio Grande to the Pacific Ocean, and
including the Canadian provinces of
Alberta and British Columbia."
The varied gala events are listed
chronologically from January through
Decem her, each with a brief history and
description , including an address for
those wishing to write for more information. "Movable feasts" are crossreferenced in this main section to their
proper page. There is a list of "State
Offices of Tourist Information" and an
index by type of festival (from Agricultural Fairs to Wild West, ending with
Miscellaneous) to lead you to a celebration whose date you may not know.

About the only thing that could be
added is a geographic index or a keyed
map, but if your vacation covers the
first two weeks of July here is where to
find what fun you can have not too far
from home!
FOR FRIENDS AT HOME : A Scottish
Emigrant's Letters from Canada,
California and the Cariboo 18441864. Edited by Richard A. Preston .
(Montreal, MeGill-Queen's University
Press, 1974. 338p., ports ., maps .,
facsims . $12.00)
James Thomson, the Scottish emigrant whose letters are reproduced here,
was typical of many who left their
native lands in hope of a better life in
the new world. His letters, especially
numerous before his marriage and
before his father and sister also came to
Canada, give an interesting picture of
early Canadian life. Thomson, trained
as a baker, left Scotland in 1844 and
formed lasting ties in Edwardsburg before leaving in 1850 for the California
gold fields . He earned enough there as a
miner, lumberman and baker to purchase a farm on his return , marry, and
send to Scotland for his father and sister.
In 1862 he tried the Australian goldfield
with no success; his experience in keeping the books for his various ventures,
however, qualified him for a steady job
to supplement the income from his
farm.
Preston has provided an excellent introductory chapter to supplement the
letters, and has unobtrusively edited
them, adding footnotes where clarification is helpful. Thomson emerges from
his letters as a genial, likable youth and
man, devoted to his family, trusted by
his associates, and more articulate than
most of them in expressing his feelings
and experiences.
MINING CAMPS AND GHOST
TOW NS; A History of Mining in
Arizona and California Along the
Lower Colorado, by Frank Love.

(Los Angeles, Westernlore Press,
1974 . 192., illus., ports ., facsims.,
bibliog., index . $7.95)
Professor Love has searched through
newspapers, books, periodicals and
court reports and supplemented these
written records with field trips and local
interviews to give breadth and substance to an interesting account of the
gold, silver, copper and lead mines of
the lower Colorado River regions
around Yuma .
Not as glamorous as those of California or the Yukon, these "other" mining
towns were not without their drama
and pathos, swindlers and sharpies,
gentlemen and knaves; in fact, they may
have had more than their share of
rogues. All too often the buyer and seller
had tricked the other to the point that
the odds were pretty even as to which
would make the profit!
Certainly the entire area was in need
of the attention which this careful and
entertaining study provides to both
enlighten and amuse the reader.
THE LANDS NO ONE KNOWS : America and the Public Domain, by T . H .
Watkins and Charles S. Watson, Jr.
(San Francisco, Sierra Club Books,
1975. 256p., illus ., facsims ., appen dices, index. $9.95)
If this title brings to mind the earlier
Sierra Club publication, "The Place No
One Knew: Glen Canyon on the Colorado ," the authors will have achieved a
hoped-for result . Today average citizens
remain as uninformed about the public
domain , its quality and its extent, as
they were twelve years ago about that
section of it containing the beautiful
canyon which now lies buried below the
waters of Lake Powell.
The authors, impeccable researchers
and master stylists, care greatly that our
mountains (like those of the Mediterranean) are being denuded and our
fragile deserts turned into race tracks;
they are indignant that so much of the
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public lands has been swallowed up by
speculators and empire builders, and
they are angry that so much of our
native wildlife has been unnecessarily
slaughtered, even to the point of
extinction.
Will their clarion call rouse any but
the already committed? Will it convert
any of those who feel that population
growth should take precedence over the
survival of the coyote or the b ald eagle?
More importantly, will it come to the
attention of the great unaware segment
of our citizens whose land this is, and
whose heritage is in jeopardy? If
something does not prick their conscience soon, the off-road vehicles, overgrazing, stripmining, oil drilling, clearcutting and indiscriminate poisoning
will soon reduce that heritage to a mere
pittance.
SNAKE RIVER COUNTRY, by Bill
Gulick. Photography by Earl Ro berge. (Caldwell, Idaho, Caxton
Printers, Inc. 1974, cl97l. 195p.,
colored illus., maps on end papers,
bibliog., index $30.00)
This is a book of superlatives. The
format is oversize, the text impossible
not to read, and the photography overwhelming in its beauty, scope and
quantity.
Nine chapters and 189 magnificent
photographs in full color trace the
history of the "last important wild river
left in the Pacific Northwest." Gulick
has done a masterful job of weaving into
his narrative the words of those who
explored, trapped, migrated, settled
and farmed the land, those who want to
dam and make power and irrigate and
those who want to "save" it for more or
less noble causes. The Snake may still be
partly "wild," but there are now 18
dams between Jackson Hole and the
Columbia. The Hell's Canyon dam controversy and the proposed Nez Perce
dam are examined in some detail, along
with the pros and cons of use and abuse,
as presented by developer and conserva-
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tionist. This is a book to savor and
enjoy, read and re-read, turn pages idly
to enjoy the beautiful pictures and the
textured paper which reproduces photographs so well. But all the while it will
help you realize the alternatives we face
as we ponder how we can best use this
enormous resource and still preserve its
wild heritage .
BAJA CALIFORNIA GUIDEBOOK: A
Descriptive Traveler's Guide, completely revised and up to date, by
Walt Wheelock and Howard E.
Gulick. (Glendale, Ca., The Arthur
H . Clark Company, 1975. 232p.,
illus., maps, 3 fold., bibliog., index.
$10.50, maps only, $2.50)
Gebhard and Gulick's Lower California Guidebook, the best and most
complete since its first appearance in
1956, now appears in its fifth revised
edition with a new title and a new coauthor. Walt Wheelock, publisher of
La Sieta Press and author of its publications, gathered most of the information
for the revision during his repeated trips
to the Peninsula, while Gulick rechecked the highway mileages and
turn -offs to old roads.
After introductory chapters on the
terrain, history, fiestas, customs (immigration type), habits, food, roads, and
native flora and fauna, the rest of the
book is taken up with detailed route
guides for the paved roads, unpaved
roads, and turn-off roads. Descriptive
paragraphs and pages throughout the
guide add a wealth of local information .
Even if you do not plan a visit to Baja
soon you will enjoy reading this Guidebook - if you are planning one you will
find it indispendable .
CONQUEST AND
Spain and England in
James Lang. (New
Press, 1975. 261p .,
Studies in Social
$12 .95)

COMMERCE:
the Americas, by
York, Academic
bibliog., index .
Discontinuity .

Lang gives a fascinating and very
persuasive interpretation of the basic
differences and ultimate similarities in
the Spanish and English policies toward
their new world colonies. The Spanish
power in America was from the
beginning bureaucratically based - the
Hapsburgs succeeded in transporting to
their pre-Reformation colonies the religion and political authority of the
Spanish state and, since there was an
established Indian agricultural society
to be dominated, the social ideal of the
landed gentry as well. The English
colonies, begun a century later, were
the commercial undertakings of chartered companies, forced to create their
own sustenance from virgin land which
lacked obvious exploitable minerals or
other sources of ready wealth. Taken
over by the Crown only after patterns of
individuality and self-government were
well established, these colonies retained
these patterns of self-interest and economic freedom.
In the end, the pressures of war and
the need for revenues caused both
mother countries to attempt reforms in
colonial administration which so incensed the colonials that struggles for
independence ensued. Here too, the
different policies of bureaucratic control
left the English colonies reasonably
united after the revolution, while the
later Spanish conflict resulted also in
civil wars and weak states. But this brief
and simplified abstract can convey only
an idea of the well-documented and
well-written narrative of the social
political and economic implications of
colonization and conflict.
LEWIS AND CLARK: Historic Places
Associated with their Transcontinental Exploration (1804-06). Robert G.
Ferris, Series Editor, prepared by Roy
E. Appleman (Washington, D.C .,
Superintendent of Documents, 1975.
National Survey of Historic Sites and
Buildings v .13. 429p., ill us., ports.,
maps, facsims., notes, bibliog., index.
order no. 024-005-00539-5. $8 .35)

The Lewis and Clark Expedition was
remarkable in many ways - the difficulty of the unknown terrain the
harmonious and productive rel~tions
between the leaders and the men, the
diplomatic and largely peaceful relations with the Indians, the careful documentation and numerous specimens
collected and preserved, the hardships,
accidents, toil and sickness endured
with the loss of only a single life (a death
probably caused by appendicitis), as
well as in its enormous importance in
charting the vast extent of the North
American continent up to and beyond
the limits of the new Louisiana Purchase
to the shores of the Pacific.
The absorbing story of the expedition
fills the first and larger section of this
well-written book; the second part
contains descriptions and ownership
information on 43 major sites along the
Lewis and Clark Trail in 10 states.
There are 168 photographs, numerous
reproductions of contemporary paintings, and eleven relief maps showing the
route and terrain.
In this latest addition to its series the
National Parks Service has again high lighted a valuable part of our national
heritage in an attractive book which
hopefully, will help increase the numbe;
of those who are striving to preserve the
physical areas germane to that heritage.
SPACE, STYLE AND STRUCTURE ·
Building in Northwest America:
Thomas Vaughan, Editor; Virginia
Guest Ferriday, Associate Editor.
(Portland, Oregon Historical Society,
1974. 2v. 750p., illus., maps, facsims,
diagrs., selected bibliography, index.
An American Bicentennial Commemmorative Project. paper, $22 .50,
cloth, $27.50)
The editors, working with many dedicated professionals and history buffs
have drawn together over a thousand
illustrations to chronicle the history of
man-made structures in the Pacific
Northwest from prehistoric times
through Indian dwellings, fur trade
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posts and early missions, and assorted
structures from pioneer days and the
railroad era to the motor age and the
modem freeway. Wood is the primary
material of the region, but native stone
has its place, and, in later years, concrete and steel add their contributions.
Climate and terrain, commerce and
transportation all played their part in
determining the nature of the buildings
that were erected, as did the national
origins of the settlers and the talents of
carpenter-builders and architects. It is
difficult to lay aside these instructive
picture-books and even more difficult to
imagine a more complete or interesting
treatment.
PIONEERS AND PROFITS; Land
Speculation on the Iowa Frontier, by
Robert P. Swierenga. (Ames, Iowa
University Press, 1968 . 260p., illus.,
ports., facsims ., maps, tables, "Note
on Sources," index. $7.50)
Swierenga asserts that land speculation in America is almost as old as the
history of European settlement in the
New World, but most historical studies
have stressed its social aspects and ignored its economic dimension. Land investment remains "speculation" while
all other types of activity are "business."
Land speculators did in fact often serve
a useful function, and by no means were
all of them villains and scoundrels.
Since speculators were most active in
the public lands of Iowa and because
government land entry and resale
-records of 33 counties were available,
the author was able to make an exhaustive study of the economics of land
speculation in one of the greatest land
booms in our history. Computer manip ulation of the data made it possible to
compare land entries by price, acreage,
tax evaluation, resale value, or forfeiture, and identify purchasers as small
investors, government land warrant
holders, or large operators. The role of
the maligned Eastern capitalist as a
money lender who enabled many
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settlers to acquire desirable lands is
clearly shown, and evidence suggests
that in general relations were friendly.
The land investors, in short, were as
essential to the economic development
of the West as the farmers they served.
WHEREBY WE THRIVE; A History of
American Farming, 1607-1972, by
John T. Schlebecker. (Ames, Iowa
State University Press, 1974. 342p.,
illus., facsims. bibliog., index . $8.95)
Drawing upon a wealth of source materials and the resources of the Smithsonian Institution, where he is Curator
of Agriculture and Mining, Schlebecker
has written a comprehensive history of
commercial agriculture in America.
Although the first English settlers
were interested in gold, spices and fur
rather than in agriculture, the process of
colonization soon resulted in land grants
to encourage immigration so that
farming quickly moved from the subsistance level to the production of a
surplus for market.
The text is divided into large chronological segments: 1607-1783, 1783-1860,
1861-1914, 1914-1945, and 1945-1972.
Within each of the periods the author
focuses on the nature of the land, land
laws, tenure, soil, agriculture methods
and tools, the search for markets and the
movement of goods, government policy
and intervention, and the social and
economic implications of increasing
technological sophistication and abundant harvests. Few of us think of the
threat to commercial farming implicit in
late eighteenth century British trade
policy as a major factor in the drive
toward independence, or consider that
the development of the tractor might
have made slavery obsolete without a
Civil War. Schlebecker details the
complex of technological, scientific,
political, demographic and economic
changes which have brought agriculture
in the United States to its present state
and ends with a quick and tantalizing
glimpse of future possibilities.

AGRICULTURE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FAR WEST, edited
by James H . Shideler. (Washington ,
Agricultural History Society, distrib uted by the Agricultural History
Center, University of California,
Davis, 1975. 316p., index. $7.00)
The thirty-eight papers comprising
this volume were presented at the fourth
symposium sponsored by the Society in
1974 in conjunction with the Center,
the Economic Research Service of the
United States Department of Agriculture, and several California -based
companies.
The papers range widely in subject
material, area of emphasis and time
period, covering, e.g., eminent-domain
law in 1849, Forest Services stock
reduction policy, irrigation in Utah,
record -keeping in Arizona, farm machinery, the Higgins Library, tractors
versus horses, the Montana livestock
industry, wheat in the Pacific North west, and grapes in California.
While it is impractical to assess each
article separately, it is safe to say that
most of them a re interesting to read and
all of them add to the overall picture of
the importance of agriculture in the
development of the Far West.
COACH TRAINS AND TRAVEL, by
Patrick C . Dorin. (Seattle, Superior
Publishing Company, 1975. 192p.,
illus., diagrs. , index . $14.95)
Rail buffs have new reason to be
happy - the energy crunch and the soaring costs of freeway proliferation (in
terms of both money and land) may well
bring back the train as an economical,
efficient answer to many of our problems. In this book, his sixth picturehistory on railroading and third in the
series on rail passenger service, Dorin
tells of the development of the coach
train from the early 1800's through
1974.
All manner of pictures and diagrams,
captions and explanatory text bring

vivid memories of the "golden days " of
railroading when railroad men cared
about passengers and many passengers
rode the rails . Let us hope that we can
reverse the decisions that abandoned so
many miles of service lines - even if we
subsidize the lines to keep the fares
attractively low the overall savings will
benefit everyone.
MERCHANT STEAM VESSELS OF
THE UNITED STATES, 1790-1868;
"The Lytle-Holdcamper List ," originally compiled by William M. Lytle
and Forrest R. Holdcamper, revised
and edited by C . Bradford Mitchell
with the assistance of Kenneth R.
Hall. (Staten Island, The Steamship
Historical Society of America , 1975.
322p. $15 .00)
William Lytle first published a 107page compilation of information on American steam vessels in 1931 , and devoted much of his remaining life to its updating and completion. A greatly expanded edition based on his work with
added material gathered by Forrest
Holdcamper appeared in 1952. Hold camper published two supplements, in
1954 and 1958, and at his death in 1972
he left many notes for revisions and
additions.
This new edition "presents registry
and historical data on over 10,000
American steam vessels from the earliest
commercial introduction of steam navigation to the inauguration of the Government's Annual List of Merchant
Vessels of the United States in 1868." It
contains a primary alphabetical list, a
supplementary list of lost vessels with
dates, causes and lives lost, and a Compound Name Index . Cross references in
the primary list for re-named vessels aid
in quick reference work, as do the
numerous page footnotes giving docu mentation and / or additional information.
OUR COURAGEOUS ANCESTORS:
FACTS AND FABLES, 1600-1974,
by Marie Erwin Detty . Austin, San
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Felipe Press, 1975. 154p., illus.,
ports., bibliog. $20.00)
Although her purpose in writing is
primarily to supply genealogical information for her own family, Mrs . Detty
has included a number of vignettes
which would be of interest to historians
or history buffs gathering information
on "how it was" on the farms and in the
towns, and the whys and hows of long
western migration . Erwin (Irwin,
Irving), Burton, Baxter, and Coker
families and relatives especially may
learn more about their antecedents from
this book.
LOUISIANA, A Pictorial History, by
Leonard V. Huber. (New York,
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1975. 353p.,
illus., ports ., maps, facsims., bibliography, picture credits, index.
$20.00)
After an excellent twenty-two page
history which begins with the naming of
Louisiana by LaSalle and ends with a
quick summary of post-war progress,
the major part of Louisiana is a
montage of illustrations. From the artifacts of the Indians through French,
Spanish, French once more and finally
American sovereignty, the reader may
browse among illustrations of statesmen
and state houses, education and schools,
industries and floods, epidemics and
architecture. Well arranged and well
annotated, the pictures offer a wellnigh irresistable inducement to browse .
If some of the paintings and later
pictures had been printed in color, the
book would have been even more
striking.
MEXICO MYSTIQUE; The Coming
Sixth World of Consciousness, by
Frank Waters. (Chicago, Sage Books,
1975. 326p., facsims, diagrs., bibliography, index. $15 .00)
Waters blends history, astronomy,
astrology, anthropology, philosophy,
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psychology and mythology in his study
of the forces which shaped the spiritual
consciousness of ancient Mexico and
how they relate to our world today. You
may or may not believe that, as we
move from the present great cycle of the
equinoxes into the Age of Aquarius, the
world will experience major changes
which will equally change the life that
inhabits it, but you will be challenged
by the author's detailed and persuasive
logic .
DAYS OF DISCORD; A Brief Chronology of the Mexican Revolution,
1910-1920, by Thomas F. Devlin.
(El Paso, American Printing Company, 1974 . 92p., illus . (part col.),
ports., facsims., bibliography, index.
$15.00)
The Mexican Revolution, the protracted and bloody civil war that
followed the defeat of Porfirio Diaz,
automatically involved Americans, especially those living in close proximity to
the border. Devlin gives a brief history
of the conflicts, the American Punitive
Expedition and the border problems,
quoting extensively from statements
made by our various Presidents . The
large number of contemporary photographs, many of which belonged to
Devlin's father (who was in Vera Cruz
and along the border from 1914-18)
along with numerous diagrams and
memorabilia, help re-create the mood
and setting of the conflict .
TIBURCIO VASQUEZ, Cavalier with
the Heart of a Cavalier, El bandido
sin par, by Adabelle Cogswell. (Volcano, Ca., California Traveler, Inc.,
1974. 113p. $4.00)
More like a novel than a footnoted
and bibliography-buttressed biography,
this is the story of the handsome,
dashing, and largely legendary Vasquez. depicted here as a bandido not
only sin par but sin culpa. Cogswell
presents her hero as a victim of

overwhelmingly bad fortune who nevertheless eluded his supposed fate and
ended his days as master of his ancestral
ranch on the Arras River in Mexican
Sonoma.
EMBROIDERY DESIGNS FROM PRECOLUMBIAN ART, by Barbara L.
Snook . (N.Y., Charles Scribner's Sons,
1975. 134p., col. plates, diagrs.,
bibliog., index. $12.95)
Intrigued by the art of the New
World Indians and handy with a
needle? Here is a book filled with
exciting designs based on pre Columbian art motifs, largely from
Peru, Colombia, and Bolivia . Textiles of
the incomparable Caracas weavers,
pottery decoration, temple sculptures,
funerary jewelry and royal dress ornaments are adapted for modern use on
cushions, handbags, lamps, quilts,
clothing and more, on fabrics ranging
from burlap to satin and leather. Large,
clear diagrams and details of stitch formation are supplemented with suggestions for colors and materials, and
many are shown as completed samples
in the colored plates.
This interesting collection can serve as
a carefully-prepared guide for the
novice or a veritable treasure-house of
inspiration for the artistically gifted and even the non-craftsman will delight
in the subtle effects of stitch, fabric and
color.
THE SCRIMSHANDER, by William
Gilkerson, with an introduction by
Karl Kortum. (San Francisco, Troubador Press, 1975. ll9p., bibliog.,
index. Cloth, $12.95, paper,
$6.95)
The cover of this handsome book has
a subtitle; The Nautical Ivory Worker
and His Art of Scrimshaw, Historical
and Contemporary, and this is, in brief,
its theme. Were you lucky enough to
have had a sea-faring grandfather (or
more distant progenitor) who brought

home carved teeth for all to admire?
Museums abound with examples from
the great days of whaling, and nearly
everyone with enough curiosity to visit
even a small museum has seen some
examples of this art.
But scrimshaw is not a dead art - it is
still practiced by talented and creative
artists, among whom Gilkerson can be
ranked high . The major part of this
work, following an anecdotal history of
the art and a brief discussion of "An
Endangered Species .. . An Endangered
Art Form," is a photographic portfolio
of Gilkerson's work. A running narrative describes the various subject groups
he has worked in most often, and there
is a chapter devoted to tools and
technique. Most of us may not have
realized it, but scrimshaw has as much
vitality today as a hundred years ago.
THOSE KINGS AND QUEENS OF
OLD HAWAII : A Mele to Their
Memory, by Paul Bailey. (Los Angeles, Westernlore Books, 1975.
381p ., illus ., ports ., index. $11.95)
Bailey has used the tangled strands of
Hawaiian myth, legend, and fact to
weave a history which reads like an
historical novel. Handsome, stalwart
men and regal, strong-willed women,
descendents of the gods, closely interbred and carefully reared, ruled by
ancient and divine right over a turbulent chain of luxuriant islands. These
had only recently and tenuously been
brought under the sway of a single king
when the chance advent of white man
forever changed their destiny. Soon
foreign diseases decimated the population and foreign religions supplanted the
native gods, foreign agriculture and
foreign trade replaced the ancient
culture, and foreign advisors and ministers hastened the day the last ruler was
deposed. The rich and strategically located island kingdom was doomed from
the day the world learned of its
existence, and, caught in the intrigues
of the developing super-powers and
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incipient multinational corporations, it
inevitably and inexorably became part
of that world.
DRAKE'S ISLAND OF THIEVES: Ethnological Sleuthing, by William A.
Lessa. (Honolulu, University Press of
Hawaii, 1975. 289p., illus., facsims. ,
notes, bibliography, index . $12.00)

101p., illus., ports ., facsims., maps,
notes, bibliography . paper $5.95)
The authors have prepared a loving
overview of Tongan history and culture,
illustrating many facets of their arts,
crafts, architecture, religious practices
and everyday life. The captions of the
photographs are given in both English
and Tongan; the text is in English.
Tonga is emerging into the modern
world - the authors express hope that its
people will not relinquish their cultural
values and traditions.

Lessa, a specialist in Micronesian an thropology with a wide knowledge of
ethnography and geography, has turned
his considerable talents to the vexed
problem of Sir Francis Drake's "Island
of Thieves." This was his first landfall,
reached sixty-nine days after the Golden
Hind left the California coast. With
only the approximate latitude and
partly conflicting reports of the voyage
(none by Drake) to guide them,
historians have differed wildly ever
since in their effort to locate this
inhospitable land .
Beginning his search with a summary
of the problem, its background and all
known documentary sources, Lessa examines all the clues which can be found
- geographic, demographic and ethnological. The island had to lie near the
meridian, its population had to be
sufficient to support a hundred canoes,
and the canoe type , weapon type , and
physical characteristics of the people
had to be compatible. Drawing on his
broad knowledge, based both on research and personal observation, Lessa
examines in painstaking and convincing
comparative detail all of the possible
contenders. At the end he chooses his
candidate for the dubious honor, and
the reader can only agree that, barring
the accidental discovery of Drake's own
lost diary with additional information,
it is doubtful that any will seriously
challenge his selection .

A business history is in a sense a
combination of economic, social and
political history, since corporations must
operate successfully in all these areas to
survive. Amfac, which you may recognize as the parent - or foster parent! - of
(to name only a few) C and H Sugar,
Harvey Houses, Joseph Magnin, the
Rhodes chain, Lamb-Weston Foods and
the Silverado properties, has roots
which reach back 125 years to the days
of the Hawaiian monarchy. Surviving
rapid and often unpredictable changes
in technology, demand, governments,
labor demands and a take-over from its
original German founders, it has managed not only to endure but to prosper.
This is the story of how it began, how it
grew and how it developed from a small
island company into a giant conglomerate with sales of over a billion
dollars yearly. Simpich has drawn freely
on company records and a year's research to tell the full Amfac story in the
context of Hawaiian development and
contemporary history.

TONGA PICTORIAL, A Tapestry of
Pride, by Donna Gerstle and Helen
Raitt, photographs by Christopher A.
Gist. (San Diego, Tofua Press, 1975.

LAE, Village and City, by Ian Willis.
(Carlton Vic., Melbourne University
Press, 1974, distributed by International Scholarly Book Services, Inc.
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DYNASTY IN THE PACIFIC, by
Frederick Simpich, Jr. (New York,
McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1974.
270p ., illus., bibliog., index. $8.95)

173p., illus., ports., maps, notes,
bibliog., $17.80)

and economic aspects of the period as
well as the political.

It seems unlikely that this thoroughly
researched socio-economic account of
the white impact on the natives of
Papau New Guinea could be an absorb ing story, but actually Mr . Willis has
accomplished the unlikely. From the
early days of discovery and German
missionary activity through the world
wars and Australian trusteeship to the
rapidly urbanizing and increasingly
"nationalistic" present, the reader is
helped to understand the pressures and
problems created by even a largely
peaceful and relatively well-meaning
interaction between a rapidly develop ing technological culture and a marginal one.

AUSTRALIAN FOLKSONGS of the
Land and its People, compiled by the
Folk Lore Council of Australia. Line
Illustrations by Nan McNab. (Kilmore, Victoria, Lowden Publishing
Company, distributed by International Scholarly Book Services, 1974.
108p., ill us. $7 .00)

J. H. SCULLIN, a Political Biography,
by John Robertson. (Nedlands, University of Western Australia, distributed by International Scholarly Book
Services, 1974. 495p., illus ., ports .,
bibliography, index. $30.50)
James Henry Scullin (1876-1953)
played an important role in Australia's
development from Colony to Commonwealth. A self-made man, he overcame
the handicap of limited educational opportunities by study and by the
assidiuous practice of debate.
He became interested in politics in the
early years of the century, and a career
marked by success after success culminated in his election as Prime Minister
on the eve of the great depression.
Although he was unable to turn the tide
of unemployment he was able to
institute some policies which helped
ameliorate conditions. He retained his
influence following his defeat in the next
election, and until a few years before his
death played an active role in political
life, despite his worsening health. This
"political biography" - Scullin left no
personal papers - gives a scholady and
well organized survey of the historical

The Folklore Council of Australia was
formed in 1964 to collect and preserve
folklore as a facet of history. This
volume, their first production, contains
119 songs indexed by title and by first
line, and grouped into twelve broad
categories .
The key and mood of each song is
given, and when its tune is borrowed
the original is named. Unfortunately, no
"top line" is given for any of the songs,
so that much of the spirit is lost. While
many of the unique Australian words
are footnoted after the first song
containing them, many others remain a
mystery to the non-native.
For the non-Australian, at least, it
would have been very helpful if a melody line had been included, as well as a
glossary of uniquely Australian words.
"Waltzing Matilda" is a good example of
how much a little knowledge adds to
enjoyment.
With this attractively printed and
bound compilation the Folklore Council
has made a good beginning; hopefully,
further materials will be forthcoming .
BROADFORD; a Regional History,
edited by B. J. Fletcher. (Kilmore,
Lowden Publishing Co., distributed
by International Scholarly Book Services, Portland, Ore. , 1975. 213p.,
illus., maps on end papers, bibliog.,
index. $14.00)
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THE PLENTY; a Centenary History of
the Whittlesea Shire, by J . W . Payne.
Kilmore, Lowden Publishing Co.,
distributed by International Scholarly
Book Services, Portland, Ore., 1975 .
234p ., illus., maps on end papers,
bibliog., index. $14.85)

on stolen land, grew up in violence,
and Clifford has drawn together the
threads of its past and spun an
interesting story of the early days. Many
photographs, both contemporary and
modern, help transport the reader to
this still living gold rush town.

These attractive centenary histories of
adjoining N.S .W. shires are important
additions to the growing body of Australian local history. Mrs. Fletcher
coordinated and edited the contribu tions of various members of the Broadford and District Historical Society and
presumably had primary responsibility
for the unattributed chapters . Mr.
Payne, a member of the Royal Historical
Society of Victoria and author of many
articles on Whittlesea's history, was
commissioned by the Shire Council to
prepare a comprehensive record of the
Shire, which lies south of Broadford.
History, politics, social history and
geographical/economic materials combine with anecdotes and vignettes to
hold the reader's interest.

REGIONAL COOKING OF CHINA,
by Margaret Gin and Alfred E .
Castle. (San Francisco, 101 Productions, 1975 . 192p., illus., index.
paper, $4 .95, cloth, $7.95)

THE SKAGWAY STORY; A history of
Alaska's most famous gold rush town
and of some of the people who made
that history, by Howard Clifford.
(Anchorage, Alaska Northwest Publishing Company, 1975. 167p., illus .,
ports . , facsims, bibliog . paper,
$4 .95)
Although the Chilkoot Trail was the
famous (and treacherous) pass that led
men to the gold of the Klondike, the
route from Skagway over the White Pass
was far less difficult. Capt. William
"Billy" Moore, sure that the Yukon was
rich in minerals, and that this route
which he had climbed was better,
staked a claim at Skagway in 1887 and
built a sawmill and a wharf. The rush
did come, just as he predicted, and
while the squatters forced him off much
of his land and nearly ruined him, he
did manage to salvage enough for a
comfortable retirement. The town, built
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In this era of soaring food costs and
diminishing energy resources we will all
welcome this "how the Chinese have
done it for centuries" cookbook . Attractively illustrated with historic Chinese woodcuts, the text begins with a
chapter on history, geography and culture. The recipes are divided by type,
with the various distinctive cuisines
identified. Little meat is used and only a
small fire, but the Chinese have learned
to use a wide variety of inexpensive
ingredients to produce delicious and
nutritious meals - lessons we could all
read with profit!
AND HERE'S TO CHARLEY BOYD,
A novel by June Rayfield Welch.
Illustrations by Lynn Guier. (Dallas,
G.L .A. Press, 1975. 163p ., illus .
$6.95)
Charley Boyd Bowers is the fictional
president of fictional Fort Worth University, and this is the wryly hilarious
story of sixteen-year old Dave Totten, a
freshman football recruit. Too young to
be allowed to play, too mixed up to keep
the grade-point average needed for his
scholarship, he flounders from one
touchingly humorous experience to
another, finally escaping (but just
barely) into the Army.
Welch, a university professor, has a
rare knack for capturing the slang and
pathos of the young - "standing with reluctant feet, where the brook and river
meet."

THE BUFFALO BOOK, the Full Saga
Of the American Animal, by David
A. Dary. (Chicago, Sage Books, the
Swallow Press, 1974. 374p., illus.,
ports ., facsims, notes, bibliography,
index. $15.00)
SCOTTY PHILIP, the Man Who
Saved the Buffalo, by Wayne C. Lee.
(Caldwell, Idaho, Caxton Printers,
1975. 334p., ill us., ports., notes,
bibliography, index. $7.95)
These two books deal with the
American buffalo, properly a bison, but
they are far different in intent and execution. Dary has written the full history
of the buffalo from a brief description of
the prehistoric remains of extant species
through the early history of the majestic
hordes of the plains, the slaughter of the
eastern and then the western herds to
their eventual preservation and gradual
re-population. Filled with excerpts from
the reports of the men who actually
lived through the events, the lively narrative carries the reader on a "you-arethere" journey from the days these huge
beasts covered the western plains to
their present status as semi-wild captives
in small herds protected by governments
or individuals. The story of their
"rescue" is told, the men who were
instrumental in protecting and breeding
stock are given credit, and the bison's
possible future as a meat animal
explained. Appendices tell how to raise
them, the agencies or men who have
them, and how to cook them!
Lee's book is a full -length biography
of the man who has received the greatest
credit for preserving the buffalo, although of course his efforts alone would
not have sufficed. Scotty Philip, a tall,
handsome and gregarious Scotsman
who acquired his nickname from his
Highland accent, had a career which
was full and noteworthy even if one
omits the buffalo . An immigrant at 17,
he tried for gold in the Black Hills,
worked as a teamster, cowboy, rancher,
freighter, and Army scout, built a town,

and was elected to the South Dakota
Senate. Married to a half-Sioux, he was
able to move to his wife's land on the
Pine Ridge reservation and build a cattle
empire.
He had, however, long deplored the
precarious condition of the buffalo. At
that time Fred Dupree and his son Pete
had a small herd, and when Pete died in
1877, Scotty bought it from the family.
Through natural increase and continuing acquisition the herd grew until he
maintained nearly a thousand head. He
gave or sold many to national or state
parks and reserves, and after his sudden
death at 53 the remainder were
gradually dispersed or shot. Most of the
buffalo east of the Rockies today are
descendants of Scotty's herd, and he is
best remembered and honored as "the
man who saved the buffalo."
A SURVEY OF ART WORK in the City
and County of San Francisco. Martin
Snipper, Director, Art Commission;
Additions by Joyce Konigsberg; Edited and prepared for publication by
Joan Ellison. (San Francisco, Art
Commission, City and County of San
Francisco, new edition 1975. Un paged (ca 22p.) paper, $2.00)
One hundred copies ot the initial art
survey were printed in 1953 after an inventory was "made up by the Art Commission to determine if the City had
usable works of art in storage." The
Commission decided to update this
survey because of continuing requests
and because of the increased use of art
in public and private buildings, even
though, they note, commemorative
monuments and memorials no longer
seem to have appeal to donors or to the
public at large.
All original works of art on public display (or at least easily viewed by the public) are divided into four groups; the first
comprising art in public places (parks,
squares, etc.) and the last three art and
architecture in public buildings, religious structures, and art in private
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buildings and grounds. Each entry
identifies the work and gives a brief
description, name of artist , date of
acquisition, and location, including
street address. There is a section of
biographies, including listings by num ber only, and an index of art works by
artist, including the name, medium,
and listing of his works.
This guide is useful and compact; an
additional listing by the building / park /
square might increase its utility.
STEAMBOATS IN THE VALLEY, by
Fred S. Cook. (Volcano, California
Traveler, c1971. 48p., illus. paper,
$2 .00)
For local nostalgia and steamboat
pictures this slender volume would be
hard to top. Six chapters cover the
major cities and rivers; a seventh is
devoted to the other riverports. There is
no index and little documentation, but
the reading is fun. You may quarrel
with the author on some of his statements (was Stockton really named for
the Stockton Mining Company?) but
there are some good quotes "The miners
wiped out their supplies and food was
scarcer around Marysville than rabbits
at a dog show ."
BEST RESTAURANTS - Los Angeles &
Southern California, by Elmer Dills.
Illustrations: Roy Killeen, Design:
Lynne Parode. (San Francisco, 101
Productions, 1975. 204p., ill us. ,
index. paper, $2.95)
BEST RESTAURANTS - San Francisco
& Northern California, by Jacqueline
Killeen, Charles C. Miller and Gloria
Vollmayer. Illustrations: Roy Killeen,
Design: Lynne Parode. (San Francisco, 101 Productions, 1975. 204p.,
illus., index. paper, $2.95)
After seven years of success with their
101 Nights in California the editors
decided that changing times required
major changes, and this new Best
Restaurants is the result . No longer
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limited to the "cream of the cream" and
now divided into two geographical
areas, these new guides include also
many smaller, less elegantly appointed,
but still excellent restaurants. Each
entry is keyed with one to three dollar
signs to indicate price range - under $5,
$5-$10, over $10, and menus are still
reproduced for the more expensive
restaurants . These guides are such good
reading you will find yourself planning
trips just for a chance to materialize the
delights! The editors also publish a
monthly newsletter, California Critic,
describing new restaurants they test in
on-going research for the next edition of
Best Restaurants.
YOSEMITE & ITS INNKEEPERS; the
Story of a Great Park and its chief
concessionaires, by Shirley Sargent.
Foreword by Horace M . Albright.
(Yosemite, Flying Spur Press, 1975.
176p., ill us., ports ., maps on end
paper, Source Notes, index. $15 .00)
Thanks to the awe-struck reports of
early visitors Yosemite became a tourist
attraction as early as 1855. (Since then
over fifty million people have visited it,
over two million a year since 1967) The
first inn was built in 1856, and the
second in 1859; by 1864 Lincoln signed
the bill which deeded the valley and
Mariposa Grove to California, an act
which anticipated the creation of the
national parks.
Shirley Sargent, historian , writer,
and long-time champion of Yosemite,
has spent three years to produce this
story of the people who bedded and fed
these multitudes, kept them happy and
tried to see that the Park was not overburdened. The major part of the book
tells of the many Curreys, whose influence lasted from the first excursion
which Jennie and David led to Yellow stone in 1892 until U.S. Natural Resources took control of the Currey Company in 1970. The text, which wears its
research lightly, is studded with photographs, many previously unpublished

and some by Ansel Adams, and full of
anecdotes, which together bring to vivid
life the magnificent Valley and the
many personalities, support personnel,
celebrities and "just plain folks" who
came to marvel and fell under its spell.
TELEGRAPH 3 A.M.; the Street People of Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley,
California. Photographs by Richard
Misrach. (Berkeley, Cornucopia Press,
distributed by Scrimshaw, 1974. 34
unpaged leaves of photographs.
$17 .00)
The viewer's reaction to these photographs of the Berkeley street people will
inevitably be so subjective that almost
the only non-arguable remark is that the
photography is excellent.
"In the dark night of the soul it is
always three o'clock in the morning" this quote from Fitzgerald is the motif of
the book, and these are no happy flower
children, if such there ever were.
Haunted eyes stare out from sombre,
expressionless faces, and few indeed are
the smiles. Sad unkempt youth in sad,
unkempt rooms, sharing sex and trying
desperately to find "love" and "freedom" - what have they really found?
Has the abdication of all responsibility
except "doing one's thing" proved that
this too has failed to be the magic key to
happiness?
WINDS IN THE WOODS - The Story
of John Muir, by John Stewart.
(Philadelphia, The Westminster Press,
1975. 126p., illus., part col., port.,
chronology, selected bibliog., index .
$7.95)
Written for young people, this is a
simplified and touching biography of
the Scottish boy who became our great
conservationist. The one man most
important in the fight to save the
magnificent Sierra redwoods, founder
and first president of the Sierra Club,
and author of books and articles still
read and loved, John Muir is truly a
man for all ages.

BACK COUNTRY JOURNAL; Reminiscences of a Wilderness Photographer, as written by Dave Bohn.
With thirteen examples of his work.
Foreword by David Sauer. (Santa
Barbara, Capra Press, 1974. 62p.,
illus . paper, $5.00, cloth, $12.50)
Dave Bohn is "mostly a mountain and
wilderness photographer" whose magnificent results can be sampled and
savored in this book, but he is also an
extremely articulate writer. This journal
- a torrent of descriptive, emotional
interaction with mountains and wilderness - builds a stream of consciousness
background that plunges the reader into
the real world of the photographs in a
way which must be experienced to be
appreciated .
REDWOOD NATIONAL PARK and
Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park,
Del Norte Coast Redwoods State
Park, Prairie Creek Redwoods State
Park, by Bob and Ira Spring and
Harvey Manning. (Seattle, Superior
Publishing Company, 1975. 28p.,
illus. (part col.) paper, $2 .95)
Slender in size but weighty in impact,
this magnificently photographed volume shows clearly the beautiful, fragile
world of the coast redwood and the
nearby sea shore.
The text quietly and effectively
underscores the interdependence of the
soil and the sea, the trees and the other
plants and the myriad wild life of the
land and sky, all poised in an ecological
balance which can only too easily be
upset by the human intruder.
DEATH OF A FOREST; a Story of the
Heytesbury Shire, by Rosamund
Duruz. (Kilmore, Victoria, Lowden
Publishing Co., distributed by International Scholarly Book Services,
1974. 66p ., illus., maps on end
papers, sources, index, Historical
Briefs Series no. 4. $8.65)
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From the dim past to the recent
present a vast and uniquely Australian
rain forest covered a large part of the
New South Wales Western District.
Little disturbed by the arrival of the
Aborigines, it was not seriously threatened until the arrival of the white
settlers, but in a little more than a
hundred years it is now only an endangered remnant.
Duruz, a long-time resident of the
area and a trained historian, combines a
brief history of this sad destruction with
a moving plea for the preservation of the
remaining fragments.
SIERRA SOUTH; 100 Back-country
trips in California's Sierra, by
Thomas Winnett and Carl Schwenke.
Second edition . (Berkeley, Ca., Wilderness Press, 1975. 280p., ill us., part
col., maps., diagrs ., tables, index.
paper, $6.95)
SAN BERNARDINO MOUNTAIN
TRAILS; 100 Wilderness Hikes in
Southern California, by John W.
Robinson, Second edition . (Berkeley,
Ca., Wilderness Press, 1975. 258p.,
illus., folded map in pocket, bibliog.,
index. paper, $5.95)
THE TAHOE-YOSEMITE TRAIL, a
Comprehensive Guide to the 180
Miles of Trail Between Meeks Bay at
Lake Tahoe and Yosemite National
Park's Tuolumne Meadows, by
Thomas Winnett and Don Denison.
Designed and illustrated by Don
Denison. Second edition. (Berkeley,
Ca., Wilderness Press, 1975. 121p.,
ill us. , diagrs. , bibliog. , index, folded
map in pocket. paper, $4.95)
TRAILS OF THE SIERRA MADRE, by
Eugene Boudreau. Foreword by William Richardson, illustrated by Joe
Jaqua. (Santa Barbara, Capra Press,
San Francisco, Scrimshaw Press,
1973. 477p., illus., bibliog., sketch
maps. paper, $3 .75)
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WAYS OF THE SIERRA MADRE, by
Eugene Boudreau. Illustrated by Joe
Jaqua, diagrams by author. (Sebastopol, Pleasant Hill Press, 1974. 96p .,
ill us., diagrs. $6.00)
The Trail Guide Series has a well
established reputation for supplying
detailed and authorit ative hiking information interspersed or alternated with
considerable background material. The
texts are invariably well-written and
informative, and although each of the
authors has his own style and his own
way of presenting information , each is
successful in making history, topography and wild life of the area meaningful
to the reader. This non-hiker, whose
sole mountain climb was a trek to the
falls of the Styx, heartily recommends
them to anyone who enjoys hiking or
hiking lore.
Boudreau's Trails of the Sierra Madre
is a general description of the conditions
and possibilities for hiking in the poorly
mapped and little-known mountains of
northern Mexico's Sierra Madre . Chapters on history, topography, biology,
climate and people and attractive
sketches make it a cross between a travel
book and a guide book. The author
recommends some knowledge of Spanish and the use of a native guide. The
Sierra Madre has been an inhabited area
for centuries, but to the non-native it is
still a wilderness area, and his suggestions should be seriously considered by
the adventurous hiker who wants new
and different experiences.
Ways of the Sierra Madre will give an
added dimension to the Trails. Boudreau obviously lived - and enjoyed the
living - with the peoples about whom he
writes . A compendium of "this is the
way they still do it" descriptions, the
booklet will appeal to those whom
curiosity has led into soap-making or
bread-baking, carpentry or pottery, and
the hiker who lingers in the small settlements will welcome this introductory
course in truly rural life.

SIERRA SAGAS, by Vera Davis . (Volcano, The California Traveler, 1974 .
49p . paper, $2.00)
Four long "short stories" tell of people
who might have lived in the Sierras
from gold rush days to recent times and
the experiences they might have had.
The brave widow and the dancer who
ran away, the old man who sold his
biggest redwood and lived to regret it,
the child of nature who never really
grew up - the tales may not be great
literature, but you may find yourself rereading them.
HIKING THE BIGFOOT COUNTRY;
The Wildlands of Northern California
and Southern Oregon, by John Hart.
(San Francisco, Sierra Club, 1975.
398p., maps . A Sierra ClubTotebook .
$7.95)
This pocket-sized guide to one of the
greatest concentrations of wilderness in
the Continental United States carries a
clear warning that many of these areas,
although unsuited for "timber farming"
and containing only small quantities of
commercially valuable minerals, are in
serious danger of exploitation . Unique
in its geological history and equally
unique in its botanical richness, the Bigfoot Country includes steep and erosive
slopes, prairie lands, deep canyons, and
the largest known extent of uninterrupted peridotite, that ancient rock from the
dawn of the earth . Virgin forests, rare
animals (no one has yet explained those
huge, mysterious footprints), rare, exquisite plants and breathtaking beauty
surely make this wilderness area of our
public lands deserving of more protection than it now enjoys.

Although it is intended for young
people, many adults will enjoy this
biography of the man who may quite
possibly have been the best of the black
cowboys and who certainly found the
site near Folsom where the spear points
were later identified that proved man
lived in America at least ten thousand
years ago.
Documented by an "Epilogue: The
Story of This Story" rather than by the
footnotes an historian expects, the
sympathetic and smoothly told narrative carries the reader from McJunkin's
adolescence to his death, and includes
the final identification of the Folsom
points . This event was the first impetus
for researchers to seek details about the
uncommon man who tried without
success during his lifetime to get someone with scientific knowledge to look at
his bone pit .

ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS
THE INDIAN HISTORY OF THE MODOC WAR (p.207, Summer 1975) is
published by Urion Press, P. 0 . Box
2244, Eugene, Oregon 97402.
THE GOLDEN ERA OF THE MIS SIONS (p .293 , Fall 1975) costs $8.95
in cloth and $3 .95 in paper.
HIKING MAUl (p.317, Fall 1975) costs
$2 .95 in paper.

THE LIFE AND LEGEND OF
GEORGE McJUNKIN, Black Cowboy, by Franklin Folsom. Illustrated
with photographs. (Nashville, Thomas Nelson, Inc. 1973. 162p . , illus .,
ports., facsims ., bibliog ., index .
$5 .95)
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p. S.

POSTSCRIPT

Thomas Hunt of 950 Old Trace Road, Palo Alto, California,
94306, writes that the Committee for the Emigrant - Bicentennial
National Monument wishes to establish an Emigrant-Bicentennial
National Historical Monument along the Applegate-Lassen Trail in
Northwestern Nevada. They have asked us to endorse the
campaign. We have never endorsed anything except the recon struction of Lola Montez's home in Grass Valley; but we feel that
this Trail Monument might interest our readers . Please write to
Mr. Hunt for more information .
Readers of the Pacific Historian may send for a free catalogue
from Te-Cum-Tom Publications of Grants Pass, Oregon 97526.
The catalogue is a list of outstanding non-fiction books from 25
western publishers, featuring books about the Pacific Northwest,
California, the western frontiers and Native Americans. Two of
the Pacific Center's Monographs are included in the listing. They
are ]edediah Strong Smith: Fur Trader From Ohio and Cheyenne
and Sioux.
Our new home in the Pacific Center for Western Studies
seems like a dream come true. Do plan to visit us when you are in
Stockton.
The Jedediah Smith Rendezvous was a great success as you
can see elsewhere in the issue. The Society is looking forward to
the Spring breakfast, at the Institute when their new brochure
should be ready.
The Center is most excited about our first Memorial Monograph, Kassai, the Story of Raoul de Premorel, African Trader; by
R . R. Stuart. It is available from the Center for $7.50, less, of
course, to the Pacific Center Associates - do write in for your copy,
It will be an evening well spent away from T .V.!
Marmie
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The ] edediah Smith Rendezvous
September 13, 1975
In Grass Valley and Nevada City, California

)
jean Clark talks with "Smitty" Bacon .

]usti Rogers and Theodosia Benjamin
converse.

Dr. R. Coke Wood greets guests.

]edediah Smith Society
Don Chase makes notes.

-

President,
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ACADEMIC PRESS, 111 Fifth Ave., New York, N .Y. 10267
AGRICULTURAL HISTORY CENTER, University of Calif., Davis, CA 95616
ALASKA NORTHWEST PUBLISHING CO., Box 4-EEE, Anchorage, Alaska 99509
AMERICAN PRINTING CO. , P. 0. Box 1531, El Paso, Texas 79948
AMERICAN WEST PUBLISHING CO., 599 College Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306
AMON CARTER MUSEUM, Box 2365, Ft . Worth, Texas 76101
ARTHUR H. CLARK CO., Box 230, Glendale, CA 91209
BALLENA PRESS, P. 0. Box 711, Ramona, CA 92065
THE CALIFORNIA TRAVELER, Volcano, CA 95689
CABRA PRESS, 631 State St., Santa Barbara, CA 93101
CAXTON PRINTERS, Caldwell, Idaho 83605
CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, 597 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017
CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, 11150 San Pablo Ave., El Cerrito, CA 94530
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FLYING SPUR PRESS, Box 278, Yosemite, CA 95389
G LA PRESS, 2001 Bryan Tower, Suite 2600, Dallas, Texas 95201
INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARLY BOOK SERVICES, INC., P. 0. Box 4347, Portland,
Oregon 97208
IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS, Press Building, Ames, Iowa 50012
MeGILL-QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY PRESS, 1020 Pine Ave. West, Montreal, Quebec,
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McGRAW-HILL BOOK CO ., 1221 Ave . of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10020
101 PRODUCTIONS, 834 Mission, San Francisco, CA 94103
OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 1230 S.W. Park Ave ., Portland, Oregon 97205
OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS, P. 0. Box 689, Corvallis, Oregon 97330
PLEASANT HILL PRESS, 2600 Pleasant Hill Rd ., Sebastopol, CA 95472
POL YANTHOS, 811 Orleans, Louisiana 70116
QUADRANGLE/NEW YORK TIMES PRESS, 330 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017
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SAN FELIPE PRESS, 707 British Woods Lane, Friendswood, Texas 77546
SAN FRANCISCO ART COMMISSION, 165 Grove St., San Francisco, CA 94102
SCRIMSHAW PRESS, 149 Ninth St., San Francisco, CA 94103
SIERRA CLUB, 1050 Mills Tower, San Francisco, CA 94104
STEAMSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC., University of Baltimore
Press, 1420 Maryland Ave., Baltimore, Maryland 21201
SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C . 20402
SUPERIOR PUBLISHING CO., Box 1710, Seattle, Washington 98111
SWALLOW PRESS, INC., 1139 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60605
THOMAS NELSON, INC., 30 East 42nd St., New York, N.Y. 10017
TIME/LIFE BOOKS, c/o Little, Brown & Co., 34 Beacon St ., Boston, Mass. 02106
TOFUA PRESS, 10457-F Roselle St. , San Diego, CA 92121
TROUBADOR PRESS, 126 Folsom, San Francisco, CA 94105
UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA PRESS, Reno, Nevada 89507
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON PRESS, Promotion Dept., Seattle, Washington 98195
UNIVERSITY PRESS OF HAWAII, 535 Ward Ave., Honolulu, Hawaii 96814
VANTAGE PRESS, 516 W. 34th St., New York, N.Y. 10001
WALKER RIVER PAIUTE TRIBE PUBLICATIONS, Schurz, Nevada 89427
WARD RITCHIE PRESS, 474 S. Arroyo Parkway, Pasadena, CA 91105
WESTERNLORE PRESS, P. 0. Box 41073, E.R. Station, Los Angeles, CA 90041
WESTMINSTER PRESS, Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107
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